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BIOGRAPHY FORM"
Form A-(3-149)

Indian-Pioneer Hifct^y Project for Oklahoma

THOMPSON,

#7305

Fi* i«i name

This ivport made on (dat^)

Grace Kelley

August 20, _ .- 195 7

1, Name

3. Residence ^

Ned

Address Henryetta, Oklahoma.

(or location) 1 mile aorth and 1 mile tycat of R6ok-

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month Unknow* Day YoA
Before •'

r Civil War.

5, of birth On South Canadian River 14 miles west of Eufaula>

6. Name of Father Quash Gilbra Place of b i r th Alabama

Other information at out father

7, .Name of Mother Maggie Cow Tom

" Came here in 1832.

Doa't
PIocc of birth Alabama.

Other information about mothc-.r

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i f a and
story of the .eruon interviewed. Refer to Manual for suc;oi>ted subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheet::- if necessary and. attach firmly to

ithis form. Number of sheets att-ichou ,
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rt.fi in te< V lev;

Grand f'*»tn«'. w •

lo t -of boys; vw. ^ vwrf

o f t h e c o w f t S J . » • ' • • < v i i . t " . . i t - : , ' v , - * >., •/

c a l l i n g him uCow r ^ . v w'i!-- ^ " ^»-.
« r

" * "t,

according to inf' ••" ;

name stavjsa wxli* (Jrandj'atne^ aiu *..*.:••

made to

f o r c e d t o fo l i ov , wii? mastr-.- -,. ,,<tt .

t r a d e . Tha t t r i j r v«fcc ii.euo' i r. • '.e . f

were u s tov?a:. i1*- ••,.!«. -f .:.

southwest of Kort. £miii'

Cheootuh^due s* *t.

.^.y^t .; ,

..'.uiA.s they

saw some JHrds f l y i ^ ; toward tn^m. He *uL >ut̂ it there uast be

water up tuere and;-SnVbirds"**uad been there V; drink' but others.
r • • *** ^ ^ • '

said, ife was too high Vh^ll^fco have water on top of it. They
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and oh

in.the

i t

When fci *!..,,

G r n n d m o t h e r c a m e h{«-> I s - . ; * . . . . > ^ . •

l i v e d 1 , -

Grandf«ti.«*r we*;.- or. \ii\ t*r--vt\r~v :r; il'•/.." X-

i.esc,',

The only

t o the half-breeds,- AS tar. Ind ian-d idn ' t du

he dj.dnrt expect h is s laves to cio muot work, Two acres was a <• -

•big farm md the Indians tsouid have from e i -ht to ten" negroes

to attend/trtftch was p lent i fu l . Th© negroes had l i t t l e log huts •
• \

irith dirt floors around their owner's fcouae. Most-of the Indiana
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won i <in ' i n*>» .
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: . , :r .f

,.jv©r>«»

Co

ano

I

«;•?-• •

were

We went tt.re

parsons. Some wr.re TA

seVen* rotlee ©asi. >>: ui

there were some w;»

were In there on beds . One of.my s i s t e r e had bad dreame and

oried a l l night because of what she had seen* The dead were

bpri;»t.. .- 5. a ^»e c 1 ss and

.; in t a t :, • *se t u t the wounded

i
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i n fchf i ' o r i , i • ••

p a s s H*w«v ^\w\n^H- ''?*• i t m i i n

i t f<">! w« n*v*i] •. i n - - - ,', !•-.<• •.'-

i n ,i.n<* s p r u i t . ••>«v* **. «.»j; ,

/

F o r t "Smith «nu t.tl*

the Creek i^tti

Oovornra«nt i»<.a

the Government

of 1866 w?ss

C o n s t i t u t i o n - u n t j B j ~ i . a - ? - - ' : . ' - •. , , , , ; ' . ,) , . ; :« N t t t .r.
and Kovcr^rr r:*, l**1^.

< , ; :;,

Evary

was a Council Mem'ber i, roct«v<

wouldn't sell tnen* unlep;- I rf*c* xvc-,. .

All the Trestles frets 1S52 on aotrn ar? iu ihec.. That includes

a l i s t of the negroes adopted into the CreeK t r ibe . My father 's .

name ia among them. ' .
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Each v;hite man hnd to fik^-hifr own slaves «nd say,

"This i s ray slHve" for no onp e l se wojuld KU,>V; him. So as

a rule the- slave -stock h i s m- s t e r ' s n .mr. -CIP old negro.

w s owned by Grayson so they s t a r t ed to wri te his n;roe

Grnyaon but he snid tha t ue d i d n ' t w><nt hfr% n w^ \>ul a »wn

(ireyson t"̂ . *t "he'vi.sn't an Indi >n nd his daddy w t a nogro

^s he didn*t-4c;uov? h i s deddy^s n uieho asleep to b̂ - ĉ  i i ed

as ti^-t w;̂& the n me he wat, usef3 to t>e bei;,£

,- Commission From Musko^fae Natic-.t
7 -:' ••

"Comra^ssion of the Mas-fcogee Nation, Okmulgee, May 1,
1883, October Council, Ned Thompson, Stock Supsrirjtendent

"Signed
Gaml Cfcecoie,

• -. r>. 2, Pprtisr, priv-.t©
Sec-refiry.

.' GR2SN PEACH '<AB

Samuel Ghecote was .the Chief.' Isparheehfir d i d n ' t l i k e

the Creek Cons t i tu t ion and rebel led ' against the mdian

ment .and th^. Creek t r i b e w a d ivided. My people end I were

on 0necote*s s i d e . The people who l ived out here by-t'ne nock'
. ^ ' t ' ' '

Store were qn,-Isparhechar^s aide.

One scriMnage took place on a i l a t rock west or Okefiah
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We

wftj

At t o n O ' O I O Q K »»•• i-.M-

<*

' h i 6 t * f̂ .f til*3 O*"H" >V"'. (-Chief

a ad

who capture^ lap

diere ©aeortotv

didnH go out u t

tftsm

a t ' t h & t t int . : , ;.•: «;i.

'« Gakadian Town -Nor tb Fork



T H O M P S O N ; M»'V

B a p t i s t - Colored Oouf•<• r

lav"*—Nnrth oi

Fountain-*

Gain T

Oovj Tom i s

i l l O

t r i e rtX-*&,nH«*>- ><'•

• « • . : « - , . • # *•. .• .(

( , . ,H, , .

J.uc

m d l . - ' l > - . "-»•) , , , , „ — r.

nortb or HitoVut*, j.r» >>»» » ^

towa a l l burned o

o l d - t r a i t wou-

S"i-ll, Indian Torrit;ory. <>n»-\..

pa.ssed. thromaih oo i t lit 1BT< . .

crossed th© Arkansas Hlvor n^rtu

r.ii-->rfi

an.,

I-."-- ,

i s , paiaeecl through

jxjrch, i*here were no town*. l/'-.iiiii

go north two m i l e s ' t ron th* ti>c*. >)l"ri sfnic^,-J ?? •,•/.-- miles

north and one east of the ikfus«cee and -Icn̂  !*;«*> '^oonty l i ne , turn

to Highway 75, turn wesi jne ralic, sou th- to Un* second hous^, ' turn

west about a block or a quarter of a mi l e . This house i s

B«ntie»s old homo. TSie Government f r a i l in the Civi l War went

• • - " t



. •=%

'/THOMPSON, TNTERVIEW •

- 8 -

the o'.d IOK *

fromyfaisk^ge/e' to Hoffman, crossed at orfyson^caiGS to 'the

/ I /• ' •
R#ck Stor^/and went on somewhere cJspse to ^pf*ing Hill or1

/ pharo-h.

Oouncil^House at Qkmulgee

-" I fas a s t r ing young man when thwv,.
: / • •' ' • • ; V-. r ! •

: / : • • • ! / " ^ "

house down and rebur i t the new £iock Cqlirrcil Hous© .̂' -..I had a ^

«fl»An'fflnrt team ai&d helpwa.d with the h^iilinf;'. After tvhe lo.g

hduse was to rn down i t b/adXto be Ziauled awa^1. Alii.lumber w .̂s '

••Ul A / \ / •• * -• - •"

fyau"^ech<rora Musko^ee-'mostly by>\o.it teams. Tiie rocks were

'native stone f>6'ra south of^kmulge©. I remember Bi l l , George

f,and J#. Fryer and i rank^i lson,-Mr. McDermott who owned the

store near Okemah'did^^ .-stone, work. ;;..\'» Turner was the man
/

it Muskogee who so"'id the building material .
Creek Punishment %

Muskogee Nation
V

The grice. of the article wasn't considered in those days.

It was as bad Jbo steal a lead pencil as a 'cow or horse. If you

stole a pin or a hor?e the penalty was fifty lashes tor the

first offence, a hundred for the/second offence and death if

you tere caught stealing the third time. If you stole some ,

•stock -and a -person saw you driving them away he came to you
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nnd t o l d you where they were witer. n* BZ$; hne'm mid AT

imflw you he t o l d who w"8 d r i v i n g the(fi 01 d e s c r i b e ; yovi ao

as p o s s i b l e , everyone helped .to ke^p s t o a t i n r / d n w n .

i'heft you h a d ' a t r i a l and you Had 'W prov*» t!i<>4 y /i d i a n ' t

ste-i l th«rr i< you were intio ' jent. I1!* y u» pi JVSI/ i .•

D<jr8in n ad toVi »*

•ed t h i s twrson- <j'-»u

there wasn't much ^-r^jurv, n^

from sixty mlie'e east,

1 found them and br.-u lit theui

/The Indians *n-H ihe Uoverr/net.: in-.-*.

I haven' t anything against ĵ hf- in

yoa ..auid uavv. '^J

that the

never say how they 'all tiwmsoives. .'ho uov-rument

wouldn't alloT/ anyone t-- il^c tn
/

the Indium's

eent. ' x''hQn the

' s country v/i 11, v;r

bo*,r» ti«cic

hnd white, to^marry their d-iugiiterj> and to rais^ fiylfbr^-sd *•

children,, i'ho Indian had-no control over iutise. nou-citizeus',

S if they cojraaitted, a drxme .the uove'-nraeiit- had the expense of
* ** —

finding, convicting and -pun isU .ing them. »<hen the country wia
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Kitting full thev asked frhe vidvernment »s protection. It

waa too expensive for the e'tute or Arkansas, It .was just

bleeding that st-ifce to death and when tho Legislature tried

to find where all 'the'money wa:> goin.-. it WMS to tho Indian

Territory, flfhen they triod to tax t̂ o- xndi-nn to Day these

p s they found t.tat it.couldn't bo donp. aach o;' the

^'Oivilii&*'a Nations sent men to rneert with the Joraraittee

of—ittt*»^44iii,_Charles Curtis >.nd _uenry Dawea were tw-.i of the

man.but they rant the committee separately. They found that

the Indians had broken ev^ry treaty including the one about.

fiRhtin^ with each -otherv In the treaty which th* Indians

are always Quoting about the land bein^ theirs f- . lont; •.•?

grows and thp water flows e.st there is a clause- t-hfct

that no stwte nor_^dwminion,shall have lihe rignt xz> c :n-

nnr ,-overn^the land of the Indians. ±t didn't say one

thing about th/j Congress having the ru^ht tj'change or make
' • I . ' - '

<<o\reruing the land, oo iu 1S3G til© law was passed to

divide the land amo.ig the Indians. To do tins there had fp

be e rol l of each and every Indian, J. helped maice the "roll

->T the "Creeks when I was about forty ei»dit years old. At

the meeting at' i£ufaula,to sectionize the country Willie
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Sapulpa asked, *Does you moan to give land to the negro?1*

They Baid, "Yes, you took them into your tribe îs one of

the»Creek Wat ion. in the Treaty of 1866." Willie Sapulpa-

slid," I no^~do- it." rr<;:i. Porter made a speech and said th.it

there wasn't anything, else -they could do. i'hat as they had

broken every treaty they had not one leg to stand <m. JO

the negro got 'his land, not because, he had Indian blood in .

him but because after the Civil War he had been adopted into

Nation. ~ ^

Government Sohoolg^.

These Government}schools were to teach the indian the

ways of the white mun. Jhey were sug^osed to use ̂ English in

talking as wall,as in reading and writing, when the govern-

ment found that the money was being wasted,as the Greek

" "I
language,was being used in the schools^they stopped them.

Principals of the Schools were; William Robertson,

Mission, Luka Mclntosh, i«afaula, jfillie Sapulpa, Sapulpa,

Johnson Tiger, .Otanulgee Mission. »,

Wildlife, forest, u c ,

There ware some bears in ttie -roountains; thsy were
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between a red color and brown. 1'here were Mexican cougars.

too* In the bottoms the forest was" so that you couldn't

see and twelve o'clock noon was aa dark as^midnight. The

grass wa3 B O high at this time oi the year you had to keep

the stock "belled1" that you would want to use for you couldn't

see it. ihe grass was as high as this ceiling and^a man riding

on a horse would get wet with dew to his waist; Acorns would. "

be three inches deep in the forests and that was what the hogs

lived on. Big fish were plentiful.

\


