131
LEFLORE, JOE (MRS, ) INTERVIEW 7532 :



LEFLORE, JOE{MRS). INTERVIR¥ . n538,
Gomer Gower,
Pleld Viorker.

Sept. 16, 1937,

An Interview With Mra. Jos LeFlore,
Route #2, Spiro, Oklahoma,

Joo LeFlore, (feminine) was born at Scullyville, in
the old Indian Ageney buildinz, on January 3rd, 18782, and
nas tha daurhter of Duvid Joe and Rebecka McCurtgin.

Her father, David Joe McCurtain, died when she was
but twc years of age.

Hbf mother, Redbecka McCurtain, nee Krebdbs, sometime
after the death of her husband, David McCurtain, wmarried
Edward Lanier, a member of a vary prominent Indian family
which was identified with the history of the old Iundian
Territcary.

As a girl, the young woman, now Mrs. LeFlore, ntiended
the Few Hope Female Academy over a period of years. She
also attended colleze at Quitman, near Conway, Arkansas,

The New Hope Pemale Academy was established by an
act of the Choctaw General Council, passed in 1242, in
which {t vrs degiénuted as the Female Branch of the Fort
Cofrfes Academy at Fort Coffee, and "to be located in the
same vicinity, by a committee to b® appointed for that

purrose by the Csneral Counecil®,
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In compliance with the terms of that aet , the
comnittee selected as the site of ths Femr la icademy,

a point about three~fourths of a mile norihenst of
Scullyville anG about five miles diétant from Fort
Coffee, the site of the Fort Coffee Academy for boyse .

In the main, both these acadenies were supported by
tribval funds; however, it appears, thut when these funds
wers not sﬁrficient to meet the dem=nds of the schools,
the Bomrd of Missions for the Methodist{ Churek supple-
maated them with coutributions. They thus became to be
known as joint Choctaw-ﬂethééist irstitutions.

Little, if anything, can be learned from‘ex-scholers,
now livinz, regardins the first years of tﬁe existence of
the New Ho e Academy. However, it ls well suthenticated
that atithe outbreak of the Ci§11 War and {or several
ve'rs vrrior thsreto, the Acadamy was in charze of a Mr.
James ‘cKinney, a Methodist Missionary and preacher. I¥
was closed som alter the comnencénantxaf hostilities an&
the buildinzs were used by the Fedsral forces as ruarters
for the officers snd ‘en during the period of the war,

It did not reopen for students until the early seventies,
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when a Mr. Methvin beceme its superintendent. It them
remiined in continuoud oyeration until the Fall of
1796, at which time it burned to the ground ani was not
rebuilt. However, a new academy was established at
.‘I.‘uskahom to take its rlece.

The estatlighment of the academy near Scullyvills
in that ewrly period, 1842, no douvt met the demends and
convenisnces of a majority of the peorle at that tims,
mt, ag the ye=rs passed, the center of populstimm noved
westwird 'nd southward with the ultimate mearlt that s
more centrally loested noint than that of Seullyville,
‘whiéh was in almost the extreme nertheast c¢orrer of the
Choctaw Nation, was selected as the site for the new
school. FEance its establighment at Tuskahema.

hurinec jts most prosperous years at Scullyville the
enrollment of scholars averaged around one mndred and
fifty. All scholars i'esiding at a distance were rros.
vided with books, tuition and board free of cost to the
rarents, ard avarv consideration was given the matter of
rel gious as w2ll as secular training of those who were

thus parted from the parental roof,
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The establishment of this »nd six other splendid
‘schoo.s and their maintenance over a lon~ period of
yeurs,:. reflocts ~reat credit upon those com;osing the
General Council a2t that time and attests th’cir desire
tu glve cowin.; generations of cChoctaws better scholastic
advantazes than those which they the:zselves had enjoyed.

ithe old site of the school is now ornmnénﬁed by a
neut stucco bany:low fecing Highway 271. /

It is Bot often that peoplf; are parmitted co li‘vef
their entire lives within comparstively hailing dlstance
of the site of the school which they aﬂéﬁded i:n their
youth, as tke subject of this sketch nas dons cincs her
::a;-riag;;e‘to Falix i.eflore in 1297, A sense of reagret at
its .bundonment was discerned in her features‘ while she

recounted the :may happy duys she passed under its benim

iafluence.



