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Gamer Gower,
Field Worker.
Sept. 16, 193?,

An Interview With Mrs. Joe LeFlore,
Route #2, Spiro, Oklahoma,

Jos LeFlore, (feminine) was bora at Scul lyvi l lo , in

tho old Indian Agency building, on January 3rd, 1Q?E, and

was the daurjhter of David Joe and Rebecka MeCurtain,

Her father, David Joe MoCurtaln, died when she was

but twc years of age.

Her zaother, RebecJca McCurtain, nee Krebbs, &omtirm

after the death of her husband, David McCurtain, mr r i ed

Edward Laaier, a member of a very prominent Indian family

which was identified with the history of the old Indian

'Perritcry.

As a g i r l , the young woman, now Mrs. LBFlore, attended

the Hew Hope Female Academy over a period of years . She

also attended college at ^uitman, near Conway, Arkansas.

The New Hope Female Academy was established by an

act of the Choctaw General Council, passed in 1342, in

which i t ma dseifloated as the Female Branch of the Fort

Coffee Academy at Fort Coffee, and Mto be located \n the

same vicini ty, by a comnittee to be appointed for that

purpose by the General Council" -
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In compliance with the terms of that act , the

committee selected as the s i t e of thn Feirr l e Academy,

a point about throe-fourths of a mile northeast of

Scullyville and about five miles d is tant fron Fort

Coffee> the s i t e of the Fort Coffee Academy for boys.

la the main, both these aea&enies ?/ere supported by

tr ibal funds; however, i t appears, that when these funds

were not sufficient to meet the demands of the schools,

the Bo^rd of MisaiacB for the Methodist Chureh supple-

oeated them with contr ibut ions . They thus became to be

knoua as joint Choctaw-Methodist i n s t i t u t i o n s .

L i t t l e , i f anything, can be learned froTa ex-scholars,

now l iving, regarding the f i r s t years of the existence of

the New Ho;^ Academy. However, i t i s well authenticated

that at \ the outbreak of the Civil War and for several

y s j 8 prior fosreto, tha Academy was in chai'^e of a Mr •

James '.'cKir.ney, a Methodist Missionary and preacher. I t

was closed sonn after the eoni'»nc«iant of h o s t i l i t i e s and

the buii&injs wer© used by the Federal forces as quarters

for the officers and men during tha period of the war.

I t did not reopen for students u n t i l the early seventies ,
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when a Mr. Methvin became i t s superintendent* I t then

reclined ta cantinuotis operation u n t i l the Fall of

1^96, a t which tirae i t burned to the ground aiU Fas not

rebu i l t . However, a new academy was establ ished a t

TuskahoTJs to take i t s p l °ce .

The establishment of the acadesny near Seu l lyv l l l e

in that e;.rly period, 1842, no doubt met the demands and

conveniences of a majority of the people a t tha t tirae,

but, as the ye*?rs passed, the center of population icoved

westward nd southward with the ul t imate i?sailt tha t a

more cent ra l ly located noint than tha t of Scu l l yv l l l e ,

whi%h was in almost the ertresne nor theas t corner of the

Choc taw Nation, was se lec ted as the s i t e for the new

school* Eence i t s establishment at Tuskahoma.

During i t s most prosperous years a t S c u l l y r i l l e the

enrollment of scholars averaged around one hundred aad

f i f ty . All scholarn reoidin.^ a t a dis tance were pro-

vided with books, t u i t i o n and board free of cost to the

parents, ard evary consideration was given the matter of

re l .g ious as iroH as secular t r a in ing of those who nere

thus parted from the parenta l roof.
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The establishment of this ;md six other splendid

sciioo.s and their loainteuance ovar a Ionz period of

ye;irs/<- reflects ~reat credit upon those c01.170sing the

General Council at that time and attests their desire

to give coining generation of Choctaw3 hotter scholastic

advantages than those which they themselves had enjoyed.

The old site of the school is now ornamented by a

neat stuceo bon^low facing Highway 271.

It is not oftaa that people are permitted co live

thoir entire lives within comparatively hailing distance

of the site of tjhe school which they -attended in their

youth, as the 3ubj8ct of this sketch nas done sines \&r

n&rriase to Felix I.eriore in 1397. A sense of r«grct at

.its .Ixmdoniaent was discerned in her features whi'le she

recounted the :aaca/ happy d«ys &he p-ass^d under i t s

influence•


