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4. DATE OF BIRTH: Ionth September Day 9th year 1859
5. Place of tirth Butler, Indiemsa ,
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Lenning : Yania —~ =
Other information about father Did not enter Civil War, he was
a druggist.
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Wylie Thorten,
Interviewer,
July 21, 1937,

An Interview with Mr. Daniel Kinsley
v . Lanning, Tehlequah, Oklahoma.

Some of tﬁe experiences of Mr. Lanning
In the Early Life of the Cherokee
Nation.

I came to Téhlequah)lndian Territorybin the
early part of Ma¥>1894. I remember so well that
Bob Fuller and I vere standing somewhere between
the coyrt house front doors end that big post-osk
tree tofard the stores when the wagons and teems
‘came trotting up with the commission for the Chero-
kee Strip payment. I also remembgr that 1 had been
ﬂere only a few days when that happened. That pay-
ment began at once and such stirring emong the people
you will never see agein, and the worst part of it
all is the way the ¥Tndians wasted their money. They
bought guns and cartridges and shot them out at trees
.'and at each other,

When I first landed here I found lodging with

Bob Fuller; he had a hotel located just east of where
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the Washington Motor Company is now end I worked
for him as a saddle snd harness-meker. I cut the
leather Eut myself and sewed it up into two kinds
of saddles. I made side saddles for men and I made
saddlgs and fine bridles and straps for spurs. I
solq women's saddles for seven dollars each and the
prices of men's saddles went from seven dollars each
a8 high up. as seventy-five dollars each, and fine
spurs sold for two dollars énd'a half each.

During the payment, I had es many as six other
men helping me sew up the leather which I had cut
out into saddles esnd then we could not meke neerly
as meny as we could have sold., %e made lots of méney,
Bob Fuller almost got rich on that shop, It was
located in a fifteen by fifteen foot room at one
corner of the hofel,right up against‘the si der»walk,
or rather on a dirt path near the hotel,

We had no banks at this time but as I remember

0ld John W, Stapler had a big store right where, the
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First Nationel Bank is now. He had a way of
letting you leave your money in thére and he would
give you checks which Yooked 'ike brass for your
money and once I left my money with him and in a
few days I asked Bob Fuller whet wes I going to do [
for monqy; I wanted to buy a éoat and vest and a1l
I had was a pocket fu11 of those old brass checks,
snd Bob laughed end said "Wel) Deniel I believe
you could trede them for a cost and vest, "so i'
went to se; if I could, and sure enough.-I did.’

1 thinkistapler mist heve had a big i¥on box
to put ell the money in, and pretty soon every;'
body knew that Stepler’s bress checks were good,
and gverybody had a pocket full of them and used
them to buy enythirmg they wanted &1 around the
country. Then dfter a few years, John Stapler put
in & bank sure enough in an old bdbrick bui1dyng about
where Hinds'Store is now, /ﬁ

I very often helped move Targe sumégéf money
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from Tehlequah to Fory Gibson for different men. v

I don't know what they d4id with the money after we «
got it over thers., I think they probably took it
with them on the trein to some big town awsy up

7/

north to buy goods for their stores down here, Those
f

men away up north who furnishedfthese men cown here

vitﬁ all this stuff wou'd not risk the money ever

getting to them, bécause there were too many oute

laws around here. If the Cook Boys found out about

this ﬁ@ney conming in or goi;g/;ut they would get it
“before it reached Fort Gibson or got down here to

Tahleqush. One time I remember Jim Step)er,the son

of John Stapjgr, the big merchant}wanted to g?aaway

north somewhere and he wénted to catch a tresin at ‘ :
Fort Gibson eariy qne morning, so he came to me to ' ’ /
help him get over there with a ‘ot of money. I said, . |
"why don't yougestPes® Sparks the regular bus drifer .
'of John Wilson's Livery Barn to take you" ag?uhe f

said, "No I want you”, s0o I told him to be ready to . /

start gbcu§ eleven o'clock that night, so 1 picked-
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him up at his house at eleven o'clock. He came out
vith aabig satchel full of greenbacks end he had a
lader with him, but the lawyer's name I cannot re-
member but I'be]ieve it was Thompson. ¥e started
out and just as we topped a long hil'l this side of
Fort Gibson we saw the (Qook Cang standing right in .
the midd'e of the roaed ho'ding their horses. I
said "Whoal!" to my sweating team. I had been retting
over the rca d mighty fast. These fellows jumped up,

——_-€£;;;‘§E€f§€€EEE?~which was full of money under my
seat,and graebbed their guns. They hed just been
bragging asbout how they were reedy to kill &)1 the
Cook Gang if they got & sight of theme I got my

T horses stopped and when Jim Cook saw who I was, he
began to talk to the rest of them and pretty soon he
said "Go ashead Dsniel we don't want to bother you"®
and I said *Thank you Jim®”. Jim stayed around ﬁe &
greet deal, he was & close friend of mina, I used to

take him to Zeke Crittendon®s house out here close

~/
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to Melvyin Station. We would go every few nights.
7eke Crittendon's wife was a sort of mother to &'l
these outlaws; her name was Effie. It wes a very
common thing to hesr "Cherokee Bil'" or Jim Cook
say "Lat's go out to Effie's” to one another &nd
away they would go on horseback. They always
truveled one &wey ahsad of the others %o spy out
the road, but the funniest thing of it &)1 is how
ther would come to town here and go u§ ené down the
streets just as unconcerned as if they were business
would

men, and we/say "There goes one of those Cook geng~
stera"; I got acqusinted with them right after I
came here in 1894)end that near scrape on the trip
to Fort Gibson with Jim Stapler was in 1896.- I sold
pretty nesrly every sasddle thet gang used.

I am sure Johnny Adsir was the first postmaster

in Tahlequah, and the next postmester was Bob Ross,

and the best I can remember Judge Hughes was tle

-~ o
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first mayor and I believe the next was Judge
Pitchford; you see back in those days the Mayor
was always the judge. I have been here since

1804 and expect to die here,



