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"TALL LAN" and "LIT.LE [ XOPL

An interview of ..0se Lasley, age 84,
wewoufkee town (tulwa), TJernon, Clla.

nillie Byrd, Field Jdorker
Indian-pioneer History
12-13-37

To one seewsS to xnow Just how the "itall wan"
and the "little peozle" caue to Le Known but the
stories and accountis told by some tell that these
legendary things did live in the minds and beliefs
of the [uskogee-(Creeks., 3Jome have even heard the
ntall mant's" activities in hills., The $tall .aanv
is commonly called '"esie chup-co" while the n"little
people® are called "este lo-boch-kKee', with the
weanings being carried just vhat the words uean. No one
personally seeus to have ever met up with the "tall
person" but stories nave been told ol two areas,
that is, 1t was thought and bvelieved that it was the
ntall persont tiiat made the loud noises that were
heard,

Refore the pres nt Hama,}licIntosh County, Oiklahom.
was ever established, the route to go to pFt. Suith

was oy way of the present Indianola, Crowder City,
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after the Canadian river was crossed where the
6. smitﬁ'ng western railroad .ridge is now. The
river was éégiier forded btu. a crossing by ferry
was 1n use later, being operated by an o0ld Qchai
member naiied dkfuskee Harjo.

AL one ti.e, a pa:ty of Indians had made a
trip to Ft. Smith and we.e returning to their ho.es
which was in the presant Hanna, Cizlaho.a, coumunity,
and they nad uade camp for the night as they could
not reach their homes tecause the yet unsettled
country without roads. They had made camp in the
nills and they heard the sounds made by the "tall
person' as it came through the hills and trees bf
slapping'the beees with loud sound and making the

s
sound as if it was saying, teho-cho, cho-cho,
cho~-cho." It only oo up the Rilly and wooded
area and retumed oa the course it liad traveled,
probably back to its lair, Awong tat party that
heard the ttall person® was an old Incian named
Willie Catch, now deceased, who often related of
the time he heard the sounds ar1d actions of the
"ta.l personv, The "tall person'" was ﬁeard in the

hills four or five miles southeust of the present

Hanna.
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There was another place where the "tall éerson"
wzs heard. It was also in the hilly section of
the country about seven u.les northwest of the
px‘esexut'Ha;’lna. It was believed that those wooded
hills was the course and path traveled Dby the
ntall persont, because it was told wiat the "tall
persont never was heard in the prairies out tnat

it was telieved to live in the wooded rouzh ..ills.

"LITTLE PZCFLE"

There is only way in which "little people’
—(este lo-boch-kees) may De seen as no normal or
well person has ever seen them. They appear %o
sick people who fall under their influence and - %
spell, The "little people" liire persons Who.are
unaer theilr spell away in their coumpany if toose
persons are not given irmediate atiention upon the
wribal prophets diagnosisof a case of thls Kind.
The prophet tells that .le diseose or illness re-
sulting from "little people" is kKnown as "ebto ov
este tha-hee" (siiot by people of the woodsj/

FProper steps taken for treatiment to ward away

2

ol

.
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the spell of the 'spiri ts lrou medicine prepared
by the tribal medicine man will ease the feeling
ol the 1ill person. .

The "little people make thelr homes in the
trees of the woods agnd those hoines can bte distin-
visned by the extra tiick growtn with small itwigs
of branche€. in the trees, Lut lne uoiies caanot be
found in every tree.

If no trouwvle is _iven {o wre "little neople,
they do not harn one, as is the velief., Any
one with <nown i‘nte-;‘uons rlolests thew, they are
20t still about their business but they repay for
what they receive by causing instant railn to strike
any. place on the body, tult gt is telieved to be
caused from their arrows Irom bows which tney shoot
direct at tne person, Su.den pains of this
sort almost paralyzes a persen and no aid at that
time of sudden pains mi_ht result rfatally.

"ittle peopler are saia to think of large objects
as being small while they talie the very laryge oojects
as Leing very sadall and cannot do the small work while
a siall work is large to them. yhey can ¢limb or
crawl up large tree mich seems swall to them, but

the person under taeir spell and in their company
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is unable to do these tainzs and the 'little peopler
have a lot of sport 1aug,h.ing at that person, Then,
that person can cross the amall streaas easily but
cannot Jump across the .arge str:aus of water. It
is his duty to help “little people" across the little
streans of water which to them is difiicult to cro S,
1t is when a thing is difiicult for g human to do
tiat the 1ittle neonle”" are over-joyed at what they

think is fun.



