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Mrs. A l l i e ;V'all" Lene, (Choctsw)
1219 Live Oek S t r e e t ,
L'uskogee, Oklahoma. (

J a s . S. Bucbanan, I nves t i ga to r ,
November 26, 1837.

I wes borr.February ^3,1875, a t / /s l lsburg, Choctsw

Nation, a l i t t l e town p.t that time situ?.tea three r.il-es

west of where the town of Jenson, Arkr.nses, nov; ^tsncis.

flailsburg derived i t s n^me from my fa ther as he

owned much land surrounding i t s l o c a t i o n . The town

consisted of two s t o r e s and a smell s e t f e n e n t ond soon

tiassed out of exis tence a f t e r the Fr isco fi^ilroea wes

b u i l t and the town of Jenson was s t a r t e d ' r.a t ru s to re s

tha t were at .-.sllsture r.oved to Je^son in t'..e ea r ly SO's .

h'.y fatr.er wss Thomas >.'all, of Choctew <•- r.c. Zcotch-

I r i s h descent, sue :_y .jother was Il l izabet. Ricd^e '.Vail,

Choct£;\ and Englisi:. They were both oorn and resred in

the Choctav; Nation. I:.y ^ r e n t s s e t t i ea on the p 1 o ce

where I was lorn and reared t h e i r ferrily t h e r e , and

engaged in f£rating. Father a l so wes -aeputy United S t a t e s

marshal 'for several years durin r. :::y ear ly childhood but

I was too young to r e c o l l e c t anything of importance to

r e l a t e v.ith any deLree of ' c cu racy .

I was reared a t the pVce of :ny b i r t h and my
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early schoolinc was in tte concur, ity Choctf.v/ schools

until I was fourteen years of • fe,vI th*"n attended

the Indian Seminary for pirls >t Nev.1 Hope, nhich w?,s

established ^nd maintained "by the1 Choctaw ^stionfl

Qovernment. I attended th'e.t school four --c. one-, elf

yesrs.

Leeving th.e-fij3eminary, I returned zo :r.y home

where I lived until my marriage to John Lene, February

6, 1896.

Immediately after our rsrriac'e w§, moved to a

farm in the Clioctaw ..ation five miles west of

Hackett, Arkansas. l<Ve lived on thct place three

years, then moved to Stigler in 1900# i:r.

Lane bought a farm one mile east of town, where

we remained until 1920,' when we leased the^fanrj out

and bought a home in Stigler due to the poor her-1th

of Li*. Lane and our family c nsisting of five gia?ls;

\e had no boys;to take over the responsibility of

the farm.

ilr. Lane's depth occurred, in 1325 8t

Stigler.
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When I was « small child I remember iay uncle,

Jesse Riddle, constructed th . f i r s t ^essable roed

across backbone Mountain and operated & toll uete •

about two miles west of where the Frisco ?ai]ro?d

tunnel was 1-ter cut throuf-- the mountain in the

early 8G's. For many ye? rs th is road w&s" tr.e jnly

main traveled ro&d coi^g ^outh fra;r. F t . Smith. I

remember seeing large heards of ca t t l e being driven

by our old horr.e p^sce over thet. roed, sonietimes

as :r»any as a th^uss-id in one herd being brought

from Texas on the i r way to market. Also large .

delegations of Indians would pass by on their way

•fro F t . Smith to trade and ettend Federal court

as a l l Federal cases in the Indian Territory were

tr ied then in F t . Smith before Judfe'e Ferker vcho was

dres-ded by a l l l̂ v? v io la tors , -.any executions of

outlaws took place nt F t . Smith in those days :-nd
i

they \ve-'e looked upon a? events of interest artd

rnany peoc.?e v,->uld pass by our piece £oint: to F t .

Smith on such occasions.

The valley where our home was situated
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between Backbone Mountain and Ft. Smith was teeming

with an abundance of f-.a.ie when I w&s >- girl. I reir.er.ber

seeing deer in the woods near our house end I hsve

seen wild turkey by tiie drove in father's truck

patch near the house -.nd he would no out and shoot

into the flock before they would fly away.

X


