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Billie Byrd, Interviewer,

Indian-Pionesr History,
Gr-nt Foremsn, Director,

Seld9. 622037 T

an interview with ,,//

Willie Larney, S
" age 66, Seminole, T
Chiaha and Hitehita Band,
Seminole, Oklahoma,

-~

- SE4INOLES.
I was borr\ near Keokuk Falls ( now in the
extrems north conti'hl part of what is now Seminole
County). My fathes, Kama Larney, and my ;randfather

were both members of Hitshita town tuln) or band,

while my mother, Cindy Larney, belonged to the Chia« -

-
ha band.

I must have been about ten yéars 0ld when we
moved from the vicinity of Keokuk Falls to .the Seminole
reservation and 1t was at the ré-orvation that I 1c§rnod
by the many talks among the older people why the Scm"l\nolu
had sattled where t\@ey did,

\ Voo

"It had been tsld that a roving band M 1
came into the Indian \

7 of /Co-nk-?ohu (Fildeat), but I do: nzx \
rmbar any talos abo\t the hardships or events %pm- \‘ \
\

ing to the Sninoloa at the tim of .removal or on t¥‘°
trip to the Indian Tofruory. 1% was limﬁt
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of the other tribo_s.

wtlgcat was leading his roving band of Sem~
inples. to:Mexico at one time and in his band was a

young man who was a very happy-go-lucky sort of

fellow 28 well as having a pleasing dis osition.
This young man would often rum shead of the band
although he wasn't the leader und $he older members
would often caution him about this -s the ocountry
LK a{:‘}ll vild »nd mueh toa;',ot th.o whites and other
., tribo;‘gf indians were “elt by the Seminoles because

~ they weré 0 tew in—aumber._In the course of the

T e

journey, the Seminoles came to a 1ill and as ususl

the young man ran on ahead of the band and disappeared
over thh hill, It was not long after that that the

Seminclus heard shrieks «nd some of the members of the
band went to inveatigate and found the young m=n dead

with ean surrow piercing through his waist,

The Seminoles re«lized that this w:s some deed

of{fthe Comanohe tribs and then resoclved to make a revenge

Y. possidble, The Seminoles had not gone very mueh tqfthor

when they found out that they coming ontc an encammmeat
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of the Comanches, This sesmed to verify their beliefs
of the misdeeds of the Comanches in killing-their tribee-

men, The Seminoles surrcunded the Comancns camp where

every man, womean or child of the Comanches was massucred
by the Seminoles, -

The Mexican ruler sought out the Seminoles to
extend his thanks for killing off the Comanches., It
sscmed that the Comanches had been giving some troudble

[

to the Mexican people .nd had ever wanted to posseas

the land that belonged to the Mexicans.
It was then that Chief Wildcat, and a representative
» from both the Creek and Kickapoo iribes scted :s the
parties who signsd the treasty with the Mexican ruler.
This treaty was made ss an appreciation of the Mexisan

ruler to the Seminoles for wiping out their foe, the
o
Comanches., It was in this treaty that the Mexican

ruler set aside a certain portion of land to the

Seminoles under Chief wildeat,
Coewakeo-chse (Wildoat) died in Mexico and was

burioq there, Somg, such as Ceorge Jones, present chief

of the Seminoles, Chili Fish, chairman of the Seminole

Couneil, and two others whose name I oannot recall,
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have m:de meny trips to Mexico and report that they
have secn ¥Wildcat's grave,

It was some time Yefore the Seminoles were led
bagk to the Indien Territory by a msn named Joha Chumpa.
wgan this band arrived in the Indian Territory, their
leadeé, John Chunpa, rsquested a certain piece of
land froin the Muskogee-Creek tribe wherson they could
establish = permsnent settlement, make Pheir own laws

and mke their homes. This request was fulfilled.

The Seminoles are under their own 2ouncil which
consists of forty-two members, Tﬁree menmbers are
sslected as repressntatives from the fourteen bands
within the Seminole tribe, namely, Ocheeses, New
Comers band, Hitchite be.d, Chies<ha band, Mekusukey
band, Kinkihe or Baker band, fushutchaee bdnd, Tusegaya
band, Brumer band, Carolina band, and four other bands

vhose nimes I have roréotton nor. The bands of Bruner,
Carolina, Kinkiho'or -aker, and Fushutchee were cdmposod
of persoms having the names br the bands, that is, all

the peraoﬁa named 3runer belonged to the 3runer dand and

all the Carolinas bslonged to the Caroline band, ote,

The Seminoles have their customary tribal chiesf
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and the chairmam who presides at all business meetings,
clerk and treasurer, fioac officers are appointed or
elected every four years by a majority vote of the meme
bers of the Seminole tribe.

I have served on this council as a representative
from the Chi-a<ha and Hitchita band, serving as secretary
on different committees au;h ag resolution committecs and
an‘the comnittee that selects a man tc run for the chief
of the tribe. I gave up all activity in the interests
of the tribe due to 11l health.

¥y grandfather, my father and mother joined
Opothle yahola in the flight to Leroy, Kansas, during
the Civil War. At the close of the war, my parents
were stationed at Ft. Gibson before they returned to
 their homes, Jimmie Chupoo was in commsn®: of the

group of men who went to the Seminole reservation or

Seninocle lands to make certein that no enemies wers

near so that a safe return could be made, Jimmie
Chupeo, after making investigation, returned to Ft.

Gidson and reported that the coast was clear and the
Seminoles began their journay to their homes.

A CUSTOM

A Seminole man desiring s wife would kill four deer .
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He would give the first three deer away but he had to

eat of the fourth deer, He would then make his wooing.



