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Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker's name Marshall Lane

This report made on (date) November 2, 1937

1. Name Mrs. A l l i e Wall Lam

2. Post Office Address 210 No. 2nd., S t i g l e r , Oklahoma

3* Residence address (or loca t ion)

4. DATS 0? BIRTH: tfonth February Day 23 Year 1875

o. Place of b i r t h Walls - Sugar Loaf County, c lose to Jenson, Arkansai

Name of Father Thomas Jefferson W a l l a c e of b i r t h Walla

Other information about fa ther Sheriff of Sugar Loaf Cou nty

7. Name of Mother Sli2abeth Riddle W a l l a c e of b i r t h Taaaha

Other information about mother "

\Totes or complete na r r a t i ve by the f i e l d worker deal ing with the
Life and s tory of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects and ques t ions . Continue on blank sheets if
lecessary and a t t ach firmly t o t h i s form. Number of sheets

attached 6 •
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Kew Hop* .Seminary for Gir la .

TJhis school could accommodate one hundred and three

g i r l s . 2hey taught everything from the primer through high

school. Uhere were four buildings; the Superintendent's

building where the teachers lived and the dining room and

kitchen; the g i r l s dormitory; an old building used for a

wash room and bath room, and a rock building used for the

sick and as a sewing room*

This was a Choctaw Indian school* Inhere was an

appropriation of $100t0O set up for each g i r l . Ce r t i f i -

cation had to be obtained from the County Judge and was

good for from three to five years and could then be renewed*

TJhere were s ix g i r l s to a room; three beds, two g i r l a

to a bed. I was put in a room with five fu l l blood g i r l s

who could not speak a word of English. ' I did not learn to

speak the i r language. We took turns making up the beds.

Every morning we had prayer in the chapel. If we missed

prayer we missed our breakfast . -*

Dr. Griffi th was the Superintendent the f i r s t year

I was the re . He was a very re l ig ious man. Via went to

Skullyvil le, which was about one-half mile away, about

onoe a month, dressed in uniforms. Two of the teachers

led the way and the superintendent brought up the rear
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(or vice versa) ao t h a t we could not t a l k to any boys along
i

the way.

One year our uniforms were made out of striped

outing. Every day uniforms were what was then called cotton

checks. One year they were made with a yoke and band and

the next year without a yoke and were called infant waists .

These had gathered s k i r t s , and we "wore brogan shoes. The

tongue was sewed in on one side and eyelets were punched for

laces. We wore black cotton stockings.

Once when we got in a new shipment of mater ia l , I

guess I thought 1 was "kinda" smart; my class of twenty-

five g i r l s was the .washing class that week and we were

down at the spring,washing; I didnH know the superintendent

was around and I said, n0h, g i r l s , did you a l l know the new

material was in? I wonder what the s tyles are going to be

th is year, infant waists or yoke and bands," IJhe superin-

tendent said, "Oh, Al l i e , fifteen years from now you wonft

be nearly as smart as you are now.* That was the best whip-

ping I ever got at school.

"Biiey fed us pret ty good. We had bread, meat, hominy,
an*!

prunes, but ter , canned corn/THrts for breakfast every morn-

ing, e t c .
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The girl a, were divided into four classes. One

week we washed, the next week we ironed, the next week we

washed diahes, the other week we were the ertra class and

did the sewing* "Bhree g ir ls out of the dish washing class

helped with the cooking*

When Ttom Ainsworth was superintendent, the teachers

were baring beaus from Skullyville and D. C. McCurtain, l&r.

Ainsworth*s step-son, Sophia Hayes and I bought a nickel's

worth of bees wax from Mrs. John Fannin (Bell Faulkner)•

We waxed the hall floors, got ropes and tied up the doors

/IBQ that the beaus had to crawl out of the windows on the

front side when they got ready to go home. We did have

some good times. Ihe clothing was much better when Mr.

Aiinsworth was there* We had black sateen skirts and red

calico waists and good soft shoes to wear*

when I was about four or five years old we lived

at Wallsburg on the old Fort rowson road between Fort

Smith and Kullychaha. My father had disobeyed some of

the laws, I don't know what he had done, and one morning

when we waked up there were Indians everywhere, behind

trees, stumps, fences and everywhere* IBiey had come to
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k i l l papa or take him p r i sone r . Papa jumped up and grabbed

h i s .Winchester and p i s t o l and began to s*ear and went to the

door, threw i t open and stepped o u t . Ee ra i sed h i s gun and

told them he would shoot i f any movement was made. Al l of

us chi ldren were around him, my mother sent the two o ldes t

children, out the back way l i ke they were g e t t i n g k ind l ing ,

but they went t o my u n c l e ' s , Ben Wall, about a mile away

and to ld him. Ee sent word around and in about one and one-

half hours severa l men came to defend papa and ys^asaaa went

out the front way among the Indiana because she could speak

the i r language and asked them what they wanted and they said

they wanted "Torn." A l l , t h i s time papa was s tanding on the

porch with hi8 gun. f i n a l l y , they a i l j u s t s t a r t e d off . Y/e

l ived on a h i l l and when they s t a r t e d down they a l l j u s t

gobbled l i k e turkeys* Papa shot h i s Winchester severa l t imes,

Ihey answered back but did not r e t u r n .

When Papa was sher i f f i t was one of t h e i r laws to

col lec t a five d o l l a r permit f roa every white man t h a t r e n t -

ed land or had l eases and the sher i f f usual ly j u s t kept t h i s

money and papa did not th ink i t was r i g h t to c o l l e c t i t so

he d idn ' t c o l l e c t and they tnought they would conf i sca te
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^apa*8 p lace and ge t t h e money. The day was se t fo r the

„ sa le and nobody came but Jacob Jackson . He was some kind of

an o f f i c e r so i t made him so mad tha t he ordered papa to b£

whipped, f i f t y l a s h e s on t h e bare back a t Wilbur ton. »7hen

the t ime came J»apa and s e v e r a l of h i s f r i e n d s were t h e r e .

?apa ran out of whiskey and was going back to Fort Sn i th t o

get some. His nephew, flill l a l l , and Glayton O v e r s t r e e t

at Cowlington begged Papa not t o go t o For t Smith because

i t would make i t h a r d e r on him and when the t r a i n came Papa

stepped upon the s t ep and waved h i s hand a t the boys and

said,"When I am a t home I d o n ' t l e t my wife d i c t a t e t o me

and I won*t commence by l e t t i n g two young boys.1* But no

whipping took p l a c e .

My u n c l e , J e s s R idd le , opera ted a t o l l b r idge on

Backbone Mountain, t h e road was almost impassable before

he worked i t , but a f t e r t h a t i t was a good c r o s s i n g . l?he

cnarges were twen ty - f ive cen t s f o r wagons and t en c e n t s

for h o r s e s . On t h i s same road going to S k u l l y v i l l e we

crossed Poteau Page r 6 F e r r y .

She Wall*s bury ing ground was on the Fort Towson

road about f ive mi l e s west of Hacket t C i t y . Graves were
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fixed with big f l a t r o c k s , one on each s i d e , a t each end

and one on t o p .

My g r a n d f a t h e r , Tom Wall , had the f i r s t g r i s t m i l l ,

ca l l ed water m i l l then because they were run by wa te r , on

James Fort about f ive miles west of Eacket t C i t y . , Lats of

the machinery and the old b u i l d i n g were there as l a t e a s

1865*

He had church about once a month. A c i r c u i t r i d e r

would come and p reach .


