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Field Worker's nar.e

This report made on (date)

Byf t (g,y

June g? t 1937

1. Fame Jaamg irwln.

2. post nffiCe Address

3. Residence address (.r location)

4. DATE OF »TRT»H: • nth- AugtlBt Vay

5. Place of birth

5. raae of Fatlier

W a k ,

Year

JQ1LOB L a B b o r
Place of b i r f i

Other informatior abo-it father | J t p d a p d b u r l o d ^ M

7. Name of v ) t h e r ^ , ^ 4 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ of b i r th

--tb> date of her death.

Totes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Befer to Manual for
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to th i s form. Number of sheets
attached A
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Bradloy Bolinger ,
H e l d Worker,
June 23, 1937.

An interview with James lrwin Lambert,
Suburbs, of fted Uak, Uklahoma.

My f a t h e r ' s name was James Lambert. He was born in the

s ta te of Ueorgia. He was f i f t y - s i x yeurs of age when he died

and was buried in th<=» state* of Mis s i s s ipp i , where he had moved

from ueorg ia .

I was ra i sed in the south u n t i l 1 was grown and was i n -

ducted in to the Confederate Army to a mounted r ° e i m n t under

Colonel James Livingston, our commander. 1 was discharged in

1865.

I met my wife in the s t a t e of Miss i ss ipp i and v?e Wf»r«

married, fier name was Hary Jane Sandlin Lambert and w*> l ived

in Miss iss ippi a s h i l * before we moved to TSe~Indian XerrTtbry.

i e moved to t h i s country in the year of 1889. i h i s

country in those days was ca l led Gaines uounty by thp uhoctaws,

X s e t t l ed about one and one-half miles south of what i s now

Bed Oak. I received my permit very soon aft«»r I a r r ived in .

t h i s oountry. At t h i s time there was j u s t one small s to re and

trading post a t what i s now Bed Oak. when i s e t t l e d t h e r e ,

there was j u s t two s t o r e s in the c i t y of what i s now fo teau .
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Most of the white s e t t l e r s t ha t did l ive in the t e r r i t o r y

when they had to t r ave l t o some place to do some t rading and

buying supplies went to these two s to res a t Poteau. I t wac

a distance of about twenty-five milee and we nude t h i s t r i p

about twice a year for our t r ad ing . 1 would go there in the

spring and tradA for a t l e a s t 1000 pounds of f lour and other

household n e c e s s i t i e s . There were ten members a t tha t time

in my family.

Ihere were no roads in t h i s country in those days and

when we went any place wa i u s t s t a r t ed on what you might c a l l

just a t r a i l and you had to do what t ravel ing tha t was nec

when the streams wer^ low because you was unabl«» to ford th«»m

when they were up. on account of r a i n .

My experience with th© uhoctaw Indians in t h i s country
about

was that they did not understand very/much the white

and they did not v i s i t around with them ouch. ^11 the- ohoctaws

were very slow in getting acquainted with th<=» white man u n t i l

he had proven himself a friend of the Choc taws.

when I se t t led on the place right close to the Bed Oak

location, I rented from an Indian. His name was Nicholas
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JtcGurtain, a ful l blood Choctaw. I rented a good sized farm.

Xhere was not much timber on th i s land to be cleared off and

I made setae pre t ty good crops.

The Indian sheriff in those days caoe around and for

some reason decided that ttcuurtain and 2 were not doing the

right thing with our rent&lB. Ha was about to go and f i l ^

charges against tno Indian McCurtain for some dishonesty in

the Indian Uourt. McCurtain and J. got on our horses and w*nt

to see the Indian Dis t r ic t Judge; his name was Neil Kelson.

I found him to be a pret ty well educated Indian and he could

spetiic some English. I explained to him and showed him how

KsStattain_and I hud been handling our business and he promiSAd

us that there would be hd^TacE^ troublp •

When the other Choctaws of this country found out that

I had taken the part of one of them in helping Mcuurtain to

dodge a thrashing in the Indian Court they did not forget me.

IStey a l l seelo&dr-CKLre friendly and s#>eir»d to havp lo t s more

confidence in me as a white s e t t l e r .

A few of us white s e t t l o r s in this country raised some

cotton in this early time1, there was a kind of a cotton gin

put up at where Red Oak i s now located. I t was a horse power
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a f f a i r , © a s one had four houses hooked to i t for the-ij
1 / '' .

power* *?hepe four Worses were hooked two abreas,t to a Lkrge

beam that ran s t ra ight through the turn table and was con-

nected with

the gin i t s

days but i t

i t , ' Ihi8 turn tabl*» watt a TOMDA affair that gave

power. Ihis was a slow way of ginning in those

was the best there was to be hud and there was

not much cotton raised in the Ohoctaw ttution then. Abouj

three or four bales to be ginned in one day wus a l l the fork

they ?ould get out.

then I was a sp t t l e r in th i s country the Indian

would o: ly allow the white s e t t l e r to hav ten head of

«. Kacn year you must dispose of a l l of your livestock

down to the "ten head. However, some of the white s e t t l e

who cams intq th i s country to raise livestock would deal (with

some one of the Choctaw tribe for the i r mark and brand

pay hia for the use of this brand and would raise l o t s of

cat t ie in thie country* All the land here th<=»n was on

outside, 2hef© were no fences then only a small r a i l

maybe to shel ter a small corn f i e ld , and not many of them,

There rag; l o t s of game in th i s country in those days land

many of the ^lioctaws used the hides of de<*r and fur bearing
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in the winter tide to mate thoir clothes and inoccafiina

to wear.

/ then i. came to "this country there was only one road that

/ built through this country; i t was built in her» by the

/ soldiers of fort tfciith and ran from fort Smith to the 2exas

border. There was a stage coach operated on this road that

went through this county. At that time during the rainy

season in the spring and vinter this* ro^d got in very bad shape,

there was only one bridge on this road'and i t was located

across the Fourche Maline Creole, about two miles east of where

Wilburton is now located. The piers w»re built out of native

stone and there was quite a bit of iron put in the framework

of this old bridge. There is not a part of this old bridge

left . The s o l a r s of Fort Smith built this road in order

that they would have some way to comp to the country of the

Five Civilized Tribes and if necessary to protect them.

I believe there were two stage stops or maybe threp in

what is now this country, une was where Red. Oak is now located

at the old Indian courthouse, one was where Wilburton is now

located and one on Mountain station.
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the Choc taw, Oklahoma * Qulf Kailroad came through

this country the town of Red Oak began to build and more white

people began to con» to this county. Shen coal was found

around Wilburton and the railroad also made it a thriving town.


