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Field Worker's nare Hradley-Holingss
This report made on (date) fune- 23,1937
. i e

1, Name . 5 {rwin Lambert
2. Post Nffice aAddress ' Red—Ualk. Uklahoms
3.  Residence address (.r location) In—the BUDLIDA, of Ked-vek.

4.  DATT OF MRTH:  nti _, . __ Day _ 5 vear ...
9. Place ~f bvirth

- e AL DR

5, Jame of Father

S ii Place of tirth G 4

Other informetisr about fatqer‘u a 4 bupied—in-mississippl

7. MName »f “ther . I]l, " ¢ Loml ;@ace of birth Uealt-—know.

~ ~ nOther tnformetion about mother liﬁfi.t ndsslsslppe

————i—do——lo%—aalonbor-¢ho—dé#o—04~he;~doaxh~——-—

:otes or complete narrative by ilie f1°1d worker dealing with the
llfe and story of tl.e person interviewed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects and quesiions. continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmiy to ihis form. Number of sheets
attached 8 .
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Bradley Bolinger,
Field Worker,
- June 23, 1937,
An interview with James irwin Lambert,
Suburbs of Red vak, Uklehoma,

My father's nume féi,?“mes Lambert. He wus born in the
state of Ueorgia. He was fifty-six yeurs of age when he died
and was buried in the stite of mississippi, where he had moved
from ueorgia.

I was raised in the south until 1 was grown and was in-

ducted into the Confederate Army to a mounted regiment under

e Y TSR T T

—Colonel James Livingston, our commainder. 1 was discharged Inm
1865. -
I met my wife in the stute of Mississippi and we were
married, Her name was Mary Jane Sandlin Lambert and we lived,

P T W ———

" in mississippi & while bnfore we moved to the Indian Territory. ~

We moved to this country in the year of 1889. ihis
country in those days was called Gaines County by the Lhoctaws.
1 settled about one and one-half miles south of what(is now
Bed Vak. I received my permit very soon after I arrived in
thie country. At this time there was just one smull store and
trading post at what is now Red Uak. mnhen i settled thers,

" there was just two stores in the city of what is now Poteau.
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Most of the white settlers thit did live in the Eerritory
when they had to travel to some place to do some trading and
buying supplies went to these two stores at Poteau. It wae
a distance of about twenty-five milesc and we made this trip
about twice a year for our trading. 1 would go there in the
spring and trade for at least 1000 pounds of flour and other
" household necessities. There were ten members at that time
in my family.

Thare were no roads in this country in those days and

when We went any place we just started on what youmirht eall
when the streams wer~ low because you was unatle to ford them
when they were up on account of rain.

My experience with the vhoctaw indizns -in this country

about
was that they did not understand very/much the white settlar.

—

and they did not visit uround with them much. all the Lhoctaws
were very slow in getting acquainted with the #hite man until
he had proven himsélf a friend of the Choctaws.

when 1 settled on the piace right close to the Red Vak

location, I rented from an Indian. His name was Nicholas
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lcCurtain, a full blood Choctaw. 1 rented a good sized farm,
There was not wuch timber on this land to be cleared off and
I nmade some pretty good 'crops.

The Indian sheriff in those days cume around and for
some reason decided that Mcuurtuin und I were not doing the
right thing with our rentuls. He was about %o go and file
charzes against the indian McCurtain for some dishonesty in
the Indian Uourt. McCurtein and L got on our horses and went
to see the Indian District Judge; his nume was Neil Halson,

I found him tc be a pretty well educated Indian and he could
speuk some English. 1 explained to him aind showed him how
McCurtain and 4 had been handling our business ind he promisad

us that there would be nd mere trouble,

When the other Choctaws of this country found out that
I had taken the part of one of them in helping Mcturtain to
dodge a thrashing in the indian Court they did not forget me.

——

THey 211 Eé%m&mx:e :giendly and seemed to have lots more

—

confidence in me as & white settler. -
A few of us white settlers in this country raised somse
cotton ir this early time, there wus & kind of & cotton gin

put up at where Red Ozk is now locatad. It was a horse power
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|

aftair. 8

power. The

beam that ren

-

one had four horses hooked to it for their

’

/
four horses were hooked two 8breast to a lyrge

strdight through the turn tuble and was cdn-
Pl

nected with|it. ' This turn table was a round affair that| gave

the gin its|power. This was a slow wuy of ginning in those

days but it |{was the best there was 1o be had and there wrms

not mueh cotton raised in the Choctaw Nation then. A4bou

three or fouwr

they ¢ould gt out.

bales to ba ginned in one day wus all the work

‘When I Was & settler in this country the Indian Depdrt-

mont would ofily sllow the white settler to have ten head |of

éattle. Kacﬂ

down fto the fen hoad. However, some of the white settlen

who came intd

some one of the Choctaw tribe for their mark and brand ang

pay him for the use of this brand and would raise lots of

cattle in thi

year you must dispose of all of your livestock

S
this country to raise livestock would deal Fith

country. All the lund here then was on the

outside, Thefle were no fences then only & amall rail fenée

maybe to0 shelter a smull corn fleld, and not muny of themd

There va%

many of the uﬁoctats used the hides of deer and fur bearing

Y

lots of game in this country in those days |and
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animalg in the winter time to male their clothes and moccasins
to wear.
/' When i came to this country there was only one road that
,was built through this country; it was built in here Dy the
// Eoldiers of ¥Fort &mith and run from Fort Smith to the Yexas
/ border. There was a stage coach operated on thi; road that
went through this county. At that time during the rainy
season in the spring and winter thi# roid got in very bad shape.
There was only one bridge on this road 'and it was located
ecross the Fourche Maline Creek, about two miles east of where
Wilburton is now located. The piers w~re built out of native
stone and there was quite & bit of iron put in the framework
of this old bridge. There is not a part of this old bridge
left. The soldiers of Fort Smith built this road in order
that they would have some way to come to fhe country of the
Five Civilized Tribes and if necessary to protact them.
1 gelieve there ware two stage stops or maybe tpree in
what is now this country. Une was where Red Qak is now located

at the old indian courthouse, one was where Wilburton is now

located und one on Mountain Station.
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when the Choctaw, Uklahoma & Gulf Hailroad came through
this country the town of Bmd Ouk bsgan to build and more white
people began to come to this county. Then coal was found

around Wilburton and the railroad also made it a thriving town.



