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Field Worker's name ____ Johnson B- Hampton
This renort made on (date) !gmh 21 193 g

1. Name Henry Labor, a part=blood-Chootaw—— - --—— - — —

2. 7Post Office Address Miller, Oklshoms

3., Hesidence address (or location)

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month June Day 17 Year 1891

5. Place of birth near Smithville

6. Name of Father Williem Labor * Place of birthsSmithville

Other information about father

7.- Name of Mother Fhéeba Lebor Place of birthSmithville

Notes or complcte nerrative by the Tield ‘worker dealing with the life and
story of the person interviewed, Rofer to Manual for sug:ested subjects
and questions, Centinue on blank shects if necessary and attar'h flrmly to
this, form,. Nurrber of sheets attoched . .
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Johnson H. Hampton,
Investigator, .
March 21. 1938, -

" An Interview with Mr. Henry Lsbor,
-Miller, Oklshoma.

I was born June 17, 1891, nesr where Smithville is
now but at that time there was no Smithville, )y father
was raised nesr this place and ﬁw mother was ;aised there
$00. My father's neme was Willism Labor and Mother's

name was Phebs Labor and they were both raised nesr Smith-

viltles—Father wes—of Spantsh—descent but Ty mother was a
full blood Indian, Grandfither came from Louisisna snd to
the Nation and loceted in those mountaing in the eastern

*  pert of the Netion and there the whole Labor family lived

——at-—one—time sndt they then bvegan to scattier out into other

parts of the country. I was born near Smithville; the
family consisted of nine girls and one boy and after I grew
up to be a pretty good sized boy we then moved from Nashodba
County as it was called then and moved to Blue County, now
Bryan County, thet is where I was raised to manhood and I ';a
lived there for several years and then moved to Pustmataha

County whers I am now living.
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When we left‘'Neshobae County and came‘;nmaluegceua%y;—~i——-——*
———we-tocsted on the prairie as being Choctaws,we had & right

‘tp locéte any'hére we fouﬁd the land suitebie for location

end uqdar the Choctaw law raga;ding the lend it wes againgt
the law for sny one to locete within four hundred and forty
yards of s houss but if you located at that distance or

Tarther away it wes all right so we_;gundwa~piaﬁ6”§ﬁ§~:gzgz:*—-ﬁ—
‘__‘__—-—-—'-"—'——.—‘-"‘—-“——‘__' .

ed on t.is place; we diG not bring eny furniture with us
for we did not have much anywey and we ceme over in en ox
wagon to this plece so we did not have much furniture with
_‘-*—ff;:EfE—zE~EfEgﬂEéEdgg,gQnnwbought“6566EE’fS;*;;*;;ﬁ;;;;_;;;———~_
on. We built &8 1og house and lived in it for several years
before we built e lumber house, we then put soms land in
cultivation where we raised corn and some wheat and the lik;.
The county was fine at that time: the grass was good and
there were plenty of oAlier things besides grass for stock to
eat and they roemed ine range. ﬁp did not have to feed the
stock at all duriﬁg the winter saason. Everyhlndian in that
pert of the‘eountry‘pad~catzla, hogs an& ponies; we had

" oettle bnd'hogs but we did not raise eny ponies. Thet whole
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country was full:or cattle at that time but there was mo
mprkat for them 8o we hsd to ship them to the market but
we reslized very little for them. We made lots of corn
on the place and raised good wheat; we sold our whest to

3

people in Bonhem, Texas but at that time wheet did not

1 ut we t+ the mone hat we did

gell, My father being part Spanish had the advantage over
the Choctawa‘in that country and as he was s good worker

— and & good menager it did not taeke him very long to accumu-

— late right smart property around him.

My mother had 8 spinning wheel but she did not have a
loom nor a weaver; she would use a card and cerd the cotton
and wool; she then would get her knitting needles end knit
the cotton and wool into socks emnd mittens. She:never made

"any clothes that I know of but she would dye the threads be~
fore she knit them end after she got the socks and mittens
knitted they wers just &he saie as store bought stuff heavy
and thick and they were warm in the ;1nter. Mother nsed to

sell them to the neighbors for about 50 cents for both socks
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" and mittens but she never did make sny pottery 5&@5 I know

———e!Laaé*L—don_trznmemngx aoeing anyone making pottcry but I

( have seen it far lother used to have 8 piece of pottery.
It was a five gallon jar but I don't remember what became
of 1t after she died.
I wes enrolled with the other Choctaws at the time the

Dawes Commission was in this country enrolling the Choctaws, '

and I was ellotted land end also got the payments that the
Choctaws got, Ve got severql payments about the time
Yoodrow Wilson was Preéident but we have not gotten any more

payments for a long tims. I 4did not know that we had an

Indien Agency until sfter we mede our sllotments of Iandy T
guess we had one but I never heard of it until then and I
don't think that many Choctaws knew sbout it until after the
allotment when the papers begin to come from the Union

Agency from Muskogee. The ;hipping point as I said was at
Denison, Texia,and woe used to ship from there becausse from the
place whers we ail lived {t wes closer than Durant, and we
did n&t have to weit long to get cars for our cattle to load.

and get them on the way to the market.
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I ;sed to attend the Indisn Cump meetings at
‘——Chtnhaktak7~§;%s~is“$h§_g§ggmo{ the plece in Choctaw
but in English it would be P;atoaﬁ\;;;i;iii*“3ﬁrwnnr1r~'
Presbyterian Indien Church .this church is still being
used. This church was there when I was a boy sand it is

still there and being used, but the Choctaws ere sbout

ell gone now who used to attend this church., I have been

SNBSS

“%o their cries; they used to heve their eries at thé Chu

and sometimes they would have & cry:at the grave of the

person who had died severel months before that or meybe

sometimes it wouid be about six months or a yesr after a

person died before they would‘;;;;—;g;g:k3?¥§i7~\~‘\\~‘_;_____‘__

I esttended the Jones Academy for about two yeers and

I went to Ammstrong Academy for some time.] then went
back to Jones Academy where 1 got my eighth grade diplome
and went to several neighborhood schooia before I rinallzﬁ
quit going to school. I cam read and write in the English

languege but I em unable to read or wittas in the Choctaw

langﬂage .
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In the wa& of relics 1 have a cupdboard that Mother

used to use and a high chair that my father made for us

o

' R7

children which is very old, eand I have a handsaw that
FPather got frox;z Crandfather which is sbout 2 hundred years
Oldo

" 1 =am part Spenish descent and part Choctaw Indian,

sll of my people on my father's side were mixed up with

__Spanish blood but Mother-was & full b5l60d Choctaw Indien
end 1 have lived with my tribe all of my life and the
balance of my people have lived with the Choctaws until

they have all about died out although there are a few of

—the—younger-ones 1iving but the older ones are all dead

and I am living near MiNer Post Office at this time.

-Note: Johnson H. Hampto. dian, writes his interview:

. as it is given to him by his Indian friends and as
he himself, expresses {deas, In this mapuscript no
change wes made as the repetition of ideaa. etec.,
seemed of value, Ed.
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