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LIrs. Kora L, L o r r i n ,
Ir.vestigatcr,
March 15, 1938.

An' Interview with Mr. George J&. Lambe,
Robbins addition,
El Reno, Oklahoma..

l»'r. George Elexander Lambe was born in Tyrone County,

Ulster Province, Ireland, ^ugust 17th, 1854. His father,

John Lamny, (the name Lambe i s spelled Lammy and i s so

pronounced in Ireland) was born in Ireland in 1820r t ae

oldest of eleven children, and he and one of his s i s te rs

came to the United btates in 1879 coming to I l l i n o i s and

he went to work for a farmer in I l l i n o i s and stayed with

him for s ix years. He then came to western Kansas to

Comanche County. 'Ee proved ug a rough claim out there.

Everybody was leaving and everybody was starving. The

lend w^s thought to be no good which was more or less a

fact. He was around that pbrt of the country for very

nearly two years. He l e f t Comtmche County and came to

No-Kan1 s-Land, in 1887. Tr.ere was no law in that country

and i t was rouc;h and tough and people came in there who '
I

had to get away from the law for even the Federal officers

had no 'jurisdiction there then. Anyone could go in there .
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end squat on a piece of ground, no one had <• ny r ight to

object, for i t was a llo-Uan' s-Lsnd in fact as well as

name •

»hile George i-ambe was living in lio-Lan's-I^nd, he

lived in the edge of beaver City. He put up two small

shacks, he had come from I l l i no i s tc i-tnsas in a covered

wagon and he also r.»de the tri;~ from Kansas to IJo-1-.'̂ n' s- s

-Land in a covered wagon.

They sent representatives to Washington to try to

get t h e i r land thrown open to settlement, so i t could be

considered a part of the United States but i t was not

opened un t i l the Orgenic ^ct nnde i t e part of Oklahoma

Territory in 1890. The t i g Cbttlemen fought the issue *

hard, as they did not want ar% of the -Oklahoma land

opened to settlement, ilr. Lamoe came to i-ort Reno via - -_,

covered wagon before the Cpening on ^pr i l 22, 1889. He

drove to lo r t Reno and then to a location on .. + i s now

Grand Avenue of &1 rteno and lined up with others

along there . There were many more t rees .along the- river

at that time than there are today," but the res t of the

country round about,including the s i t e of El Reno, was
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just bare and empty p r a i r i e . There was grass along the

river and in the draws high enough end thick enough to

hide, a- hdrse i n . Anyone found get t ing into the 'country

before noon on the day of the Opening was taken out and

not .permitted to run at a l l , that i s , if they were caught.

There was a l ine of men, women, g i r l s , and kids lined
(

up from the South Canadian River to a place north of Hen-

nessey, A cannon was fired at Fort Reno fcr the starter.

Mr. Lambe and a man of the name of Breadwood, afterward

a representative from Beaver County, jj&de the Hun together.

Both got claims. Lr. Lambe got a claim three or four

miles east and a mile south of El Reno. He never filed

on it. He returned to Beaver City for a short time after

the Run. There was an editor at Beaver City of the name
t

of Brown and a rresbyterian minister of the name of Over-

s t r ee t . T!ie l a t t e r had a son who became a doctQr and

practiced in Kingfisher. Mr. Lambe's claim that he took

in the Run did not just suit him and he traded i t for

another th^t was located adjoining El Reno on the southeast

at the end of Cavanaugh o t ree t . Ke gave the other fellow

$76.00 to boot for i t . «.hen they made the trade nei ther
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of them had f i led on thei r respective places and i t was

two, months after the nun. He had his tBams and a plow

and h,e went to plowing for t-verybody. He plowed the f i r s t

furrow for'I«>ajor Foreman and he plowed trie f i r s t plowing'

on the Klckok's farm that la te r became tile Kickok addition.

lie plowed al^o in the Jensen's addition.

He was plowing or. "the Hickock property when the three

men in-a spring w&gon came and told him tnat they were
i I

going to s tar t a town on Foreman's farm, ^he men at the

head of the project were Rogers end LacDonald. One of

these njen asked Lr. Lambe if he would quit plowing and go

wit IS tlaem to help with laying, out the townsite. They had

a teni and Kr, Lanbe also had a t en t . He h4d been making

from $61,00 to $7.00 a day but decided to go Iwith them, so

went to^Dbrlingtpn and bought some ced^r pests and brought
them to the prospective townsite and cup them into

stakes while they were surveying the townsit j and he had

his" working location about where the ^ is t ine Hotsl i s now
!

locatedj in the 200 block Kest Woodson d t ree t l 1^. Lambe

and the men with him advertised the' sale of the l o t s exr-
I

tensivejly and they were put up for sale duriJjig the l a s t
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days of May In 1869>about. a month £.fter the Opening. They]

offered to s e l l the corner l o t s for $75,00 and the ins ide

l o t s for s?50.0© apiece arA a l l they could give in l i e u of ;

a t i t l e was a bond for a l o t or a sor t of r ron i se to giVe

you-a .deed if they ever did get a l ega l t i t l e to the p roper iy .

The Government was not in on the propos i t ion and Hajor i'ore-l

.man had not proved up on h is claim. The law s ta ted tha t the! v

land was opened to homestead only and in order to prove up

and get the t i t l e to your claim you had to convince Uncle

Sam tha t tha t w s what you wanted the land fo r . ^a jor

Joreman/oy s t a r t i n g h i s tovrasite before he had proved up

on his claim and getting his t i t l e to i t ,automatically d i s -

qualified his claim on the land* While they were s t i l l

surveying the ground end Mr. Lambe was making stages, a

woman and her two daughters moved into t tent nearby and

cooked for the others of the v.orking crew but in Mr. Lambe's

own words, WI had me own tent end f;rub box and cooking .

utensils and done me own cookinV1

Bogers and Leal Evans ran a sort of a commissary store

out ai Fort Reno. They were out there a lot end spent a lo t

of time: and money playing up to thpse officers working for
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a stand-in with the officers who were stationed out there.

They were not doing right and the whole thing wcs pretty

r^w. lir. Ler.be went out there sonetines end they would

give him a good meal. ..eel Evens afterward moved to El

Reno. h\r. Lambe wts in El heno the day the; started to

se l l the lo t s ; he :.ed t. barrel of water th&t he hsd pro-

vided for the people to drink. Rogers and the other nen

Lad promised Mr. Lambe the very best lo t s in town to pay

him for the work that he had done for them. They did not

pay "aim a cent in money. The tents or headquarters from

which the sales were made were about where the j e i l i s now

or a l i t t l e east of i t . *d.l the officers and most every- «

body else was in from Fort tfeno tke day of the sa le . They

named most of the s t ree ts af ter officers at the I rort.
i

i

Bickford was named for an overland freighter who supplied

the wood for the Fort and did other freighting for the

Government. <iade w&s named after Colonel J . F. »i&de,

Commander a t lo r t Reno. London was also named for an

officer at Fort neno. Choctaw .avenue had another name at

the s t a r t but when the Choctaw Railroad came through here
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the na.me of the s t r e e t was changed t o Choctaw Avenue*

Foreman S t r e e t was named for Major John A . Foreman, t he

nan whosg,claim formed the o r i g i n a l t o w n s i t e , Fos te r

Street wa$ named after a quartermaster of the Fifth

Cavalry stationed at Fort Reno. Macomb Street was named

for Lieutenant Ifecomb, troop Bj Fifth Cavalry. Williams

Street was named for W, G. Williams who used to run a

ranch west of Mineo and was called "Caddo Bil l" . Penn

Street tras named for a Lieutenant Pennjalso stationed at

the Fort. Rogers Street was named after one of the

organizers of the toirosite^Dr. B. C. Rogers^who was after-

wards mayor of El Reno. Rock Island Street got i t s name

from the Rock Island Railroad and the lots on either side

of i t were given as bonuses to the railroad in order to

get i t to come through El iteno* There are many more of

the streets in EL Reno that are named for Fort Reno people.

The Rock Island RaiJLroad survey came through Fond

Creek and ran through Reno City and on "down straight throig h

what i s now Rock Island Street but the survey afterwards
t>

changed so that i t missed Reno City. On the morning of the
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s a l e t he whole Fort was the re and monopolized the whole

th ing . The o f f i c e r s went i n to the t e n t and picked three

or four ©f what they considered would be the bes t l o t s *

I t was j u s t guess work, of course . Most people thought

t h a t Choctaw Avenue would tu rn out to be the main s t r e e t

and the officers chose many lots on this street* In a l l

the survey Mr. Lambe had his own opinion as to which lots

would be the most valuable and whioh atreeta would be best.

Mr. lambe got worried as Mr. Rogers had promised him some

of the best lost in town for his wages^and he went to

Rogers and asked him to le t him choose his lots before a l l

the best ones had been taken. Rogers put him offtsaying

that he wes too busy just then and told him to come back

later . Mr. Lambe called again and they just kept making

excuses and asking him to wait until he knew that they

did not intend to keep their agreement with him. Finally,

he went out of the tent inteint on doing something about i t .

Ha talked with a friend, a Mr. Brown, who was from Beavjsr

City and afterward postmaster of Oklahoma City, and asked

Mr. Brown what he thought about i t . Mr. Brown answered

that i t was a fraud and stated tbat the Government ought
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to handle it. Mr. Lambe knew that they were stalling

and he and Mr. Brown ard some other men from Beaver City

took some stakes and went and staked some lots on their

own account without their say-so.

Mr. Lambe staked two lots where the First National

Bank now stands at 100 South Bickford Street. I'x. Brown

staked two lots on the same street, but in the ICO block

North Bickford Street on the east side of the street_, just

across the street northeast of Mr. Lambe1s lots. There

was no one on these lota and they had not been sold* Joe

Perrin took two lots?also_, just across the* street north of

his lots. The word was carried to the tent headquarters

that George Lambe headed a bunch of " jumpers'!, so the sell-

ing stopped. About everybody and all of-the officers came

to where Mr. Lambe was on the lots which he had staked, and

asked him what he was doing? Mr. Lambe told them that he

did not want to cauae any trouble but that these lots had

been promised to him in payment for work which he had done

in helping to lay out the townsite. They kept putting him

off although he told them that these claims were not being
iat

taken l e ^ H y an^ one of these days the Government would
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take hold and throw the land open as Major Foreman had

not proved up on his claim* These men were very angry

and^al l armed wi th s i r guit^were a r a t h e r formidable

look ing- lo t . Jack S t i l w e l l , United Sta tes Marshal, was

there and they 8sked him to put Mr. Lambe off the l o t s ,

l i r , Lambe told the marshal t h a t the things they were doing

were not l ega l and t ha t he did not want anything tha t was

not by r i g h t s his>but t ha t he had as good a r i e h t to

ask for p ro tec t ion as they had to t r y t o put

him off. He t o ld them t h a t he was on the l o t s f i r s t and

the matter could be s e t t l ed l a t e r in the cour ts and then

i f the oourt decided in t h e i r favor he would get off•

S t i l l w e l l to ld the angry crowd of o f f i c e r s and gamblers

that what Mr. Lambe said sounded reasonable and they were

to l e t Mr* Lambe alone and t h a t to p ro tec t Mr. Lambe was

the only thing tha t Mr. S t i l l w e l l could do . So the off iceye,

Rogers and MacDonald, went to t h e i r t e n t , and had a l i t t l e

meeting and decided to give Mr» Lambe and the men wi th him'

the l o t s they had staked iwhich they did^and gave Mr. Lambe

and the men with him bonds for these c la ims. The man who
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was sent to compromise with Mr. Lambe and his companions

was called "Curley haired McDonald' but he was no relation

to the other McDonald. He was a kind of a lawyer; he got

into a row later out in Blaine County and got killed.

"Curly-haired McDonald"told Mr. lembe whet Rogers and the

others were willing to do and they went to the tent and

got their bonds. When this happened Major Foreman was

gone. When he came back and they told him about i t Major

Foreman was good and mad and he said that Mr* Lambe and

tie men with him would have to give those lots back to

him. Mr. Lambe and the others refused to give them back

and then they tried to trade Major Foreman out of his lots

but he would not trade. He held onto them and there was

really nothing they oould get for them. By that time there

were tents up a l l over town* Mr* Lambe had some lumber on

his lots and had a foundation for a house started and they

came and carried the lumber into the street in an attempt

to take his lots by force. "Major Foreman and his crowd of

officers aod gamblers were armed; not a l l the guns were in

sight but they were there just the same. Major Foreman

and his men were trying to bluff or scare Mr. Lambe out.
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Jack S t l l l w e l l , the United S t a t e s Ijarshal}was t h e r e . Mr.

Lambe again explained n a t t e r s t© him and told him t h a t

the o f f i ce r s had given him a bonk for the l o t s . Mr. Lambe

told the Marshal t h a t he did not tthink tha t the bond3 were

worth anything, but he was f i r s t on those l o t s , they owed

the l o t s to him and t h a t he wasn ' t going to get off, Mr.

Lambe had a shot gun t h a t he had loemed t o a f r iend to

take on a hunting t r i p and the man came back to town while
\

the row was going on and he walked up ^o Mr. Lambe and

handed the loaded shot gun to him. Major Foremen and Mr.

Rogers threw up t h e i r hands and told Mr. Lambe t h a t they

did not want h i s l o t s , saying ; "You can have them". Mr.

Lambe hadn ' t even thought of using the gun. However, the

gun spoke a language a l l i t s own which they evident ly

understood and Mr. Lambe wasn*t bothered any Wore about

the l o t s . \

Reno City had about fifteen huiaired or two^ thousand

people in i t and Mr. Lambe had to go ei ther to Fort Reno

or to Reno City to get his supplies before they got the

stores going in El Reno. Reno City wes about a miie nor/th

\
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of the North Canadian River on the e a s t s i d e of t h e road .

Mrs. J . E, Kelso of 811 South Hbff s t r e e t now owns the

farm on which Reno, City used to s t and , Mr. Lambe went

to Kingf isher and f i l e d on the claim t h a t i s now known

as the Vance Farm. Beno City had i t i n for £1 Reno

people and they contes ted Major Foreman's f i l i n g and a l s o

t h e Jenaen f i l i n g , A men of the name of Major Wass, a

s o l d i e r o f t h e C i v i l War,contested t h e Jensen claim and

Angus McClain contes ted Ltojor Foreman's c la im. The Rock

Is land Rai l road was coming sou th and was n o r t h of Concho

qu i t e a way and they changed the r o u t e and ins tead of

coming through Reno Ci ty they angled off. west of Concho

and missed Reno Ci ty by a m i l e . A mi le west of Reno Ci ty

there was Ind ian land (Cheyenne and Arapaho) and Reno Ci ty

could not bu i ld to the west or move west to g e t to the

railroad. The railroad angled back east after crossing -

the river and came into El Reno at the north end of what

is now Reno Avenue which leaves El Reno at the south end

of Rock Island Street. Major Foremen and the others had

a scheme that caused the Rock Island to come to El Reno
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giving them e l l the lots on either aide of Rook Island

Street, also a largo cash bonus to get them to come to El.

Reno. Reno City foolishly refused to donate anything,

thinking that because the route was already surveyed

they would not go to the expense of a re-survey.

Jensen turned his land over to a man of the name of

Thompson, a saddle maker at the Fort. He filed on a s t r ip

of land on the west side of Choc taw Street. He was called

Jimmie Thompson. He did not understand the homestead laws

and he did not want to stay on his land or live on i t . So

he built a dugout and got a men of the name of Brady to

live on i t for him. This waa a case of holding the claim

down by proxy. Mr. Brady also worked at the Fort; he was

as honest as the sun but he would take a drink.

Thompson sold eighty acres of his land to the Towasite

company for #1,000.00. Gamblers stood in with the Townsite

company aoi they got the old man, Thompson, drunk and took

his #1,000.00 away from him. They seemed about to get his

eighty acres that he had s t i l l away from hiin,also, when

Brady filed a contest against Thompson in order to save the

eighty acres for the old man*
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Mr. Lambe was a witness to the contest filing and

went with Mr. Brady to Kingfisher when he filed the con-

tes t . On the way coming home, Brady told for. Lambe, "I

am not going to drink a drop of whiskey until this con-

test is a l l settled." Had he kept his word, he might

have lived many years longer than he did. The gamblers

knew his weakness and they sent some men to his dugout

with a bottle of whiskey with instructions to be very •

friendly and talk him into taking a drink. These gamblers

acted real friendly^appearing to be the best of good fe l -

lows. Mr* Brady finally took a drink, then another and

another and the gamblers kept talking to him, gradually

beginning to quarrel with him. Mr. Brady was Ir ish and

hot tempered and they finally got him fighting mad as

was their intention in the f i rs t place and he knocked one

of them down. A short time later-a Marshal of the name

of Charlay Beers, Jacops, Stanley and Thompson and some

other people came to arrest Brady and take him prisoner

for knocking the fellow down .which was joist a subterfuge,

of course. They had Winchesters and Brady saw thorn coming
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and knew what was up. He saddled his horse, aiming to go

to the Fort and get away from them. They tol£ him to

surrender, but Brady paid no attention to them, They had

no right to do it but two or three of them shot him down.

Mr. Lambe and Tom Jensen got to him before he died end Mr.

Lambe went to Fort Reno for the doctor. The doctor came

and got there while Brady was s t i l l a l ire but/Was shot in

the stomach and he died before morning the day that he was

shot* There was no dependable law in Oklahoma, especially

in El Reno. Beers was one of the officers and he was one

of the ones who did The shooting* They had to send to

Oklahoma City for an\officer and while waiting for the

Oklahoma City authorities the police guarded the streets

so that the men could not get away. The officers came in

the morning; they took Charley Beers prisoner and Mr. Lambe

went to him and told him that he had been appointed with

some others to *ake him to Oklahoma City. Chalmers, Scales

and "Curley haired McDonald" were with Mr. Lambe. Jacops,

Beers, and Stanley were the guilty men and they went peace-

ably enough* There was an old rooming house in Oklahoma
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City where the prisoners « w kfj.^ in lieu o^ a j a i l .

This was a tough pl&ce. The men were e l l armed, how-

ever. Stanley pulled out his gun and handed i t over

to Mr. Lanbe. i£r. La nib e was not deputize'!, just

appoints* ^or the job. Ziey sent *•••, Kansas '^ ty Tor a

United States lu&rsi.&l for the t r i a l and t l i r n-:i Jensen

was a witness and "Curiey :.~ired iicuonfcld" also. The

prisoners were bound over for t r i a l under bond and the

tr ial wa^tc ^e heli in »ichite, Kansas. Jhirley

Chapman, e newspaper man from El i-teno, a r:&a of the

n&tne of Gun*', and Pat 3onelly, a l i t t l e Irisknan, vtho

'-.as one of the men A:ho took the ;«*ikiskey to "ra^y in
„ - v"i

the f i rs t place but was not in on the plot, *ere among

the witnesses. The men *ho -erf on t r i a l brought s lot

df influence to bear on the c?-se. They went up there

dressed in e l l their finery end hec t' oir '.vives and

families sith therri or so^e one acting in that capacity

t r d brought leavers up fro-, Texas fo^ t^e -v-^ense.

They were e l l tried tofet /er . The prosecution's main

witness XLB the aian Jensen, ivho bore down pretty hard

on them in the t r i e l in Olclahorae City but
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bad changed his tun© when the trial came up in Wichita,

Kansas^and was mighty easy on them in Wichita* The tr ia l

resulted in a hung jury; there waa another tr ia l and they

came clear. They cade two trips to Wichita* Mr* Lanbe

wes living at the time on the farm east of El JSeno, now

known as the ?Yancew farm. The shooting occurred in the

latter part of }889 as there was snow on the ground when

Brady was shot* Mr. lembe had moved to his farm and had

built a small box house on it* This i s now used as a wash

house by the Vances. I n the meantime, he had sold his two

lots to a man of the name of Jolimka, receiving #200,00 for

thss. Be used this money to build the house he was l iving

in when a l l this happened. He lived in this house for ten

years. The contest on the foreman place was s t i l l pending

in court* Jensen lost his place but by compromising with

tfass was given a part of his land and he put i t in the name

of his brother-in-law, whose name was UcCrocket. Foreman's

contest was s t i l l going on but he in some way got a final

receipt* They contested his patent and be lost everything.

They decided the whole thing was a fraud ^that the land was
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Government land and dec la red the whole t h ing open to s e t t l e -

ment a s a Government towns! te and they sent Commissioners

from Washington t o ove r - see i t . The people who had s tayed

with t h e i r p roper ty and made improvements on t h e i r l o t s were

given deeds t o them by the Government,

•The next morning the re were two or t h r e e thousand people

here in El Reno, s t a k i n g and jumping l o t s . I f t h e r e were ho

improvements on a l o t and the p r i o r owner was absent he simply

lost his property. I t was Saturday and people staked^lots

e l l day Sunday, They gave Major Foreman a portion of his

land>the northeast part of i t . The Presbyterian Church i s

staniing on some of the land that he got; Major Foreman gave

:. th is ground to the Presbyterian Church.

' , ' Reno City saw that she was beaten, for El Reno had the

'Railroad and was a Government town. Reno City s tar ted to

build another town nearer to the railroad end north,cal l ing

it El BenOjand t r ied very hard to get the post office but

this plan did not work. A good many of the people l e f t

< Reno City and went to other places and some of them cam* to

£1 Rtnof among them, Wass and McClain. Reno City had a vary
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large, hote l , considered a very f ine bu i ld ing by ea r ly day

standards* After Reno City was doomed t h i s h o t e l was

moved to El Reno and a temporary br idge had t o be b u i l t

across the r i r e r in order to get i t across* This hotel

was about three months making the t r i p and i t was moTdd

to the corner of Rock Island and rtade Streets and i t stood

for years on the southwest corner where the li&gnolia Fi l l ing

Station i s a t 300 South ^ c k Island*

The Caddo Hotel was run by a woman and the building

was to rn down and moved away in 1916 or '17. Everything

Fent along pretty smoothly bat for about two years the

deeds were pretty shaky and because of tha t fact, Oklahoma

City got a two years head s t a r t on El Reno in growth. People

would come to El Reno to buy lotB^intending to s e t t l e here

and then would find out about the shaky t i t l e s to the land.

They would then go on over to Oklahoma City where things

were more secure, if possibly less exci t ing. Mr. Lambe

stayed with El Reno because of his farm. He put out a rery

nioe peach orchard and raised some wonderful peaches. He

sold the place to a man of the name of Hobbs, receiving
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$4,500.00 for i t i n 1898 or ' 9 9 . His fa ther and an uncle

l ived near Wellington, Kansas, and Mr* Lambe went ikere and

bought two hundred acres of land but he bad t h e Oklahoma

fever . In 190E he sold h i s land and v i s i t e d with h i s

r e l a t i o n in I l l i n o i s where he f i r s t came when he came to

the United S t a t e s .

He went back to Wellington and l e t e r he went to the

World's P a i r , held a t S t . Louis, Missouri^in 1904. He was

there for about s ix months. The present "Elks Building" in

El Reno was the "Oklahoma Building" a t the S t , Louis World's

Fa i r . Mr. Lambe had his p i c tu re taken on the s teps of the

Oklahoma bui lding with Governor Ferguson and h i s w i f e .

Governor Ferguson's wife was the ed i tor of a paper a t Watonga

and they were l i v i n g a t Watonga when Ferguson was e lected

Governor of Oklahoma.

In January, 1905, Mr. Lambe came back to El Reno and

bought the building where the Davis E l e c t r i c Company i s now

located a t 109 South Bickford. He a lso bought the s t o r e on

the south of i t . These bui ld ings were only b u i l t about

eighty fee t long : he took them on out to the a l l e y and put
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ateel ceilings in them and these improvements cost about

$20,000.00. Mr. Lambe lived there in the upper pert of '"

the corner building for about fifteen years_, rent ing office

rooms up-stairs and in the downstairs part there was a

pool hall, a movie and the Bechton and Wheeler Clothing

Company. A few of the persons who had offices in his

building were Dr. Catto, Dr. Dever, and Judge Lowe.

When-they were building the City Hall Mr. Lambe had

all the City Dads up in his building* Mr.'Lambe sold

this business building and went into the oil business. He

wait out west of Calumet and got six or seven thousand

acres of oil leases and tried to drill an oil well at

Calumet and sank $5,000,00 out there. He dug the well

three thousand six hundred feet deep, couldn't go any deeper,

and got no oil. He went into the oil business deeper and

deeper, finally "going broke." In the meantime, between

building and buying on the installment plan, he had about

fifteen or sixteen houses built when the panic came. The

railroad men could not pay their rent, he could not meet

the installments on his property and lost it all. He then
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bought the place where he i s now l iv ing . Mr. Lambe has

never been married.


