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A ANISHED TOMN
A gage whersin true merit did not bring a reward

0l4 Augusia, Cklshoma was loceted zbout twenty-four
miles southeast of Alva and forty-five miles nosthwest of
Enid, Oklahoma, It was esiadliched in the fellcof 1893,
shortly after the opening of the Cherokee sirip on September
16;1893, 1Its geographical position was almost the exact
canter of what was then ™" county, te; Woods County. The
spot it ooouplied is row in the scuthwest- corner of «lfalfa
County. Its inhabitents were thrifty, active, and enter-
prising, though few in mmber. They were of all classes and
stations, ranging from knglish royalty to plain -mericans,'
who stcod on thol\r own records, ‘\The homesteaders living
within six miles in all direvtions could be designated es
the citizens as well us those who lived in the town proper
becauss they took an earnest and helpful interest in all
its needs, hopes and plcans. They were all typical pionsers.
This dqu not mean adventurers lo.-king for new experiences.
Ihrouéhoyt history real pioneers havo.beon men and wonmen

who sought new regions for the purposs of bettering their
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financial conditions. It wes no pleasure jaunt or an effort
to acquire glory. Urim necessity hac ever been bugk .f ite
So it wes ®ith tge settlers of .14 suguste asd vicipigy. In
1893 the United Stetes wes suffering from a terrible finan~
¢ial criwice .roughts had followed cune tnother for several
yoears, Neither land nor livestock Led any valus, EHorses
vere given eway auvd culves were killed when born, «»t that
time the middle west wes an egricultural and stock raising
country sclely. Therefore, city dwellers ard farmers were
affected elike, vhen foreed W do s0 people can live for
long periods on very limited rations aend require Lut little
monsy and clothinge ZIhe early nineties tcat;d this atate-
ment fully and proved it is trues It wes & time thet triod
the sculs of men end women. Cklahoms Territéry of farsd
cheap lands and a chance to build new towns and new homea.
in depperation all who had lost hope cf making progress in
the old set$tlements tummed to Oklahame for thess reassons,
In ail pionsesr sountries thers are Iwo sources Irom
wkich the scttlers derive great pleasure and sncouragement.
One is thst ev;gything is on an equality. There are no
olano;n or distinctions. There 15 20 inequality in wealth.

The other is, sl) bhatreds and dissensions are left bohind;
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Therefore, there is 2 spirit of frienéliﬁeas and good
Tellowship not found under auny cther situstions. % feel-
ing of froed;m pervudes ths whole community and lusts for
a uumber of years. Thus it was in old Aﬁgusta'and the

%aurrounu¢ua territorye. weighbor introduced hifmeif to
neighbors ELech was greetly interested in,the othere Their
interests were common. “oads had,to)bé openeds Churches
and schools had to be orgenized sid suildings buil£. All
vas friepdliness and activity. But due to the fact that
- 811l the land was virgin prairie aid higfto be first broken
bazfore crops could be planted, production for the first fow
’yeare was very restricted, io one can explain how ths
setilers got along so0 well. However, by 1897, crops were

80 good, inoome was sufficisnt to cause evaggone to feal
independents Lheir thoughts turned to largé;wthings. ceing
in the coentor of the county; why shoul@ tley not ?ave the
county sest? The Missouri Pee¢ific reilway ended at Kiowa,
Kengsg, only thirty miles north, why cculd it not be ine
duced to build on tc C13 Augveta, thereby acquiring all the
business of a rich new territory? Immsdiately rlend were
made to cerry these hoyes into a:ecuticn; rcﬁipiona serc.

prepered ape’eirculatod all over the coucty, calliﬁk for
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an slection at which the guention ot xyf%ng the county nea$
from Alvs (o Auguste would bé& voted wnon, Practieslly everw-
cne signed the petitions end tc the good people of Angusta |
1% gssened the county seat would surely be moved, A high
ofﬁcial f\'f the Jiasouri Tacific railway wes intited to

vislt Augﬁsta for the purpeae of disocussing & plan whersby
the ;eilway gompeny would build en sxtension to thet town,

He cams and gave svery encouragermeny that thi; would be dons,
‘The farmere «ud towmspeople joined to gther, =« right-éf-lay
wss donatel for & distence of six miles north and easst from
Augusta towerd Kiowa, Ksnsase “ork wes donated and e,rad.e
throwmn up. Dreazs of a fine city, great wealth z2nd contente
ment came to ¢1l. Had they been told that within a few ahort
years, ‘th“ ir town would bé no more, they would have laughed
at the prgphet, lisvertheless, thir came to pzss. The county
seat cle:‘lsion wes never culled, The Missouri Pacific extsnsion
wag never|built, Instead two rivel railroads pro;.)osed to build
through the country st the same time. One, the Xemsas City,
Mexico ard Urient, stated 1% would build from Semsas City,
Missouri, to Topolbampo, }Mexico, a point on the western coast
of Mexico en the gulf of lower Cnliforria, I't paid this

route would be five hunired miles shorter thar any other road
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4o the Paciric Ucean and therefare, would get &1l the
Lpusinem‘a to and from the Urient. The oiher would build .
i‘mm a Jjunction on the Chocfpw, vilahoma and Gulf at Geery,
Oklehomk, % & counection &t Alve, Oklakomm, with the mmin
Lioe of L0 Janta ¥e, ':l'he Vrient bought lend end opmed up
a towmalte, {:alled men,}twol milss eust of the town of

0ld Augustes This was in 1883 4&lthough 1t gave oaly the
promise that 1t would build a railroad, it induced the leade
iug merchants and moel of the residenis of Uld Augusta to
move ovj‘erland, business houses and residences, to the new
ipnland town of Carmsa, The other rail}'oed actually duilt
through Gld sugustee bBut it was too iatc, although it

,r reached 0ld Augusta befor: the Urisnt resched Carmens
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