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* ease wherein true merit did not bring a reward.

Old Augusta, Oklahoma was located about twenty-four

miles southeast of Alva and forty-f ive miles northwest of

Enid, OWLahomo. I t was eetabliohad in tte f t i l : of 1893,

shortly after the opening of the Cherokee i t r i p on September

1CJ.18W* I t s geographical pos i t ion was almost the exact

center of what was then "11" Qowa%st7~ltet*T Woods County, The

•pot I t occupied I s cow In the southwest oorner of a l f a l f a

County* I t s inhabitants were thr i f ty , ac i ive , aod onter-

priaing, though few In axmber* They were of a l l c lasses and

stat ions , ranging from English royalty to plain •Americans,

who stood on their own records. Vlfce homesteaders l i v i n g

within s i x B i l e s in e l l directions could be designated e s

the e i t l sens as we l l as those vhc l ived in the town proper

because they took an earnest and helpful interes t in a l l

i t s needs, hopes end plans* They were a l l typical pioneers.

This does not mean edrenturers lo .k ing for new experiences*

Throughout hi story rea l pioneers hare been man and women

who sought new regions for the purpose of bettering their
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financial conditions. I t was no pleasure jaunt or an effort

to acquire glory. Grim necessity hac ever been back *t i t*

So i t YfBfi nitli the set t lers of uld Augusts aad vicinity. In

1893 the united States was suffering from a terrible finan-

cial criwir. ./rouchta had followed one tnother for several

ye&rs. ^either lend nor livestock bad any value• Horses

were given away and calves were killed ahen born* ^t that

time the middle west was an agricultural and stock raising

country solely* Therefore, city dwellers ai.d farmers were

affected d ike* "hen for esc' to do so people can live for

long*periods on veryxlimited rations and require jut l i t t l e

ironey and clothing* %e early nineties tested this s ta te-

ment fully and proved i t i s true* I t was a- tine t&et triad

the souls of aen and 'Roman* CkXahozoa Territory offorsd

cheap lands and a chance to build new towns and new homes*

In desperation a l l who had lost hope cf making progress in

the old settlements turned to Oklahoma for these reasons*

In a l l pioneer oountries there are $wo sources from

which the set t lers derive grtat pleasure and encouragement*

One is that everything i s on an equality. There are no

classes or distinctions* There is no inequality in wealth*

The other i s , a l l hatreds and dissensions are left behind.
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Therefore, there is a spir i t of friendliness and good

fellowship not found under any other 'situations* & feel-

log of freedom pervade* ths whole conxaxunity and lasts for

* number of years* Thus i t was in old Augusta and the

aurroujuuAJUc territory* neighbor introduced hiaself to

neighbor* Each was greatly interacted in the other* Their

interests were common, -̂ oads had to be opened. Churches

and schools had to be organized arid buildings built* All

was friendliness and activi ty. But due to the fact that

a l l the land was virgin prairie azxi' had'to be f i rs t broken

before crops could be planted, pxoductioa for tiie f i r s t few

yeors was very restricted, ife one can explain how th©

sett lers got along ao w«ll» However9 by 189?, crops ware

so good, income was sufficient to cause everyone to feel

independent* Shsir thoughts turned to larger things* Being

in the center of the couity, why should tl.ey not have the

county seat? The Missouri Pacific railway ended at Kiowa,

Kansas, only thirty ndles north, why could i t not be in*-

ductd to build on tc Old Augusta, thereby acquiring a l l the

business of a rich new territory? Immediately plani wer*

made to carry these hopes into e::scutica* r»tiUoc«; ward

prepared ancreirculatod a l l over the county, calling for



LAMB, c. s* inrnrnm

135

an election at which the question of xum.Bg the county oeet

from Alva to Augusta would be roted upon. Praetieally every*

one signed the petitions and to the good people of Augusta

i t seeraed the eounty seat would srjptly be moved. A high

official ^f the Missouri "acific railway was intited to

Tioit ûgUBta for th» purpoae of diacaaainG ® plan whereby

the TBiVaay ômpany would build an extension to thet tovra#

H« oan» and gare e-very enco\jra^enent that thla would be done*

farHora hid tosmapeople joined too the r . ^ right-of-way

donated for a distenctf of eiz milea north and east from

Auguata toward Kiovra, Knnsaa. "ork was donated and grade

thrown up. Dreads of e fine ci ty, great wealth zrA content-

ment came to e l l . *%d they been told that within a few short
x

yesra, th i i r town would bd no more, they would have laugn«d

at the prtphet. iiererthelesd, thie came to p^as. The county

aeat election wee never c&lled. The Miasouri l*a«lfio exttaision

waa never built* Instead two rival railroads proposed to build

through tjb« country at the aar&e ttoft* One, the K&naas City,

Mexico aod Orient, stated i t would build from *en»aa dtgr,

Miaao\iri, to Topolbas$of ^ z i o o , a point on the western coast

of Mexico en the gulf of Lower Crliforola* I t oald tfel»

rout* would be five hundred adits shorts? than any other road
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to the Paoifio ^cean cud therefore, would got 611 the

business to and from the Orient* Ilia ot&er would buiM .

from a Junction on the Choc taw, Oklahoma aid Golf a t d«oiyt

Oklahoiaa, to a cozineotioa t t ilvn, Oklalioias, with the oi ia

Ho* of ,Lo Jaatu Fe« The ^rient bought lend and opmed up

a towns!tef colledl Cimaeaf/two nllas east of the town of

Old Ajugust«# Thltt was in 1893• ^Jti^mg^i I t gave oaly the

proiai*a that I t would build a railroad, i t lnductd th»

ing .merchants fi^d looet or the r»aidants of Old Augusta to

mvc oTorland, business houass and rtsideaeas, to thft IMMI

inland town at Carman. Th4 other railroad actually built

through Old Augusta* Bat i t vas too l a te , although i t

roaohod Old Augusta oefor-} th» c'ridut rtaohod Caxso«n«


