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Field Yorkerts name Msude M. Fink *
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This report made on (dats)

— ——— -

¥Mrs, OQrace Lawton .

——

1, Name

Arapsho, Oklehoms

2. Post nffice tdAdraags

3.  Residence address {.r lication) Arepeho, Oklehons

emb © 1867
4. DATZOF IaTH: . -nep Jovember ., 4 vear
5 Kensas

. England
6. ame 'of Father J.H )watta Place of birth @
Otlier informati r about fathner farmer
o 7« Name of YﬁtherLucy Shoue o Place of birth and
housewife

Other informati~on aboubt mother

[

- p—— -

iotes or epomplete narrative by *l2 fi=ld worker dealing witl the
life and story of tl.e nercon interviewed. Refer tc lanual for
suggested subjeets and quaesticns. 7 ntinue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmiy to¢ ihis ferm.  Number of shieets
attached

———
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Field forker,
June 23, 193'?;‘.

!
!

Mrs, I_-awt‘n ceme from Havensville, Kensss to the

Meude M. Finlf ,

‘Cherokee Strip|in April 1893, and filed on & claim then
went back for the first month. The first time she came
was berore the sirip w=as opened up.

There vas a Fdx up when she étarted as she got on the
wrong train aﬁd s& she had to wait-over snother day. The
trains were alﬂ ru%S and crowded. Some of the passengers
were people who were coming to the new territory to meake
cleims end others wsere coming to see the run.

Mrs, Iawtog filed on a claim two miles nbrth of Arapsho.
Jesse Campbell wps the locating agent. Mr. Ghmpbell and Mrs.
Lawton rode all &ver the country looking for a claim, and
Mrs. Lawton final%y located two miles north of Arapsho. In
the early daya'thgre wes running weter onthisiplaco, but ia
the lzsst ten years it hes drieé up.

 Mrs., Lawton h%d to lesve Ksnsas on account of her
health. She had aséhma and the doctors in Ksnsas thought
that living in thid.country would be good forfher heslth.

1
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Mrs. Lawton had a dugout on her farm, but she did
not stay there long. She would Jjust go over on the week
ends. There were a few sod houses which were made of

planks sticking out about four feet out of the ground

then tents were put on them.

There were thousende of prairie chickens. The early
gettlers just used the bressts of these chickens.

Mra. Lewton worked in her brother's hardware siore.
They did their banking at Yeatonga and E1 Reno at the
start.

I‘ohn Seger was the Supeﬂntenglent of the Indisn Schools
at Seger founded in 1886.

The first church wes & Congregetionsl chﬁrch and it
wes founded July 17, 1882, |

A meeting of the citizens of Arapaf:o was called by
Bl_dsr J. H. Parker for the densilderauon of & proposition
to build a congregational church. The members precsent were
#.%, Shawles, H.E, Van Trees, . C. Symons, Jo%sl Cokely, J.P.
Connolly,..‘f. B. Ni/chglaa, S. J Dyer, Jas. Daws‘bn, e Fo

‘Caboniss, Carlton snd J.%. Lewton.



LAWTON, GRACE INTERVIEW 4656 :

-3

The proposition made by Elder Parker wess that
$500.00 be fﬁrnished to build » Congregationalchurch snd
this chureh wes to'be used for one year at lesst for
school purposes if desired.

The people were to haul the lumber from E1 Reno,
Kingfisher and Minco to erect the building.

It wes mova& by Mr. S.J. Dyer that the proposition

be accepted which motion wes unsnimously.

It was moved by Mr. Dyer that the Chairmen appoint
three trustees snd this motion wes carrieﬁ. The trustees
appointed were W, &, Shawnles, H.E. Van Trees and S.J. Dyer,
Elder J. H, Parker #ss elected moderstor end J.%. lawton,
secretary.

" Mr. Seger worked with & bsnd of reckless Indiesns who
had only thirty'ponies, but now are smong the wesalthiest
and moat influentisl of the Cheyenne.Tribe. This is &
atriking sxemple of zhat 2 practica; tescher can do with -
the redman.

They haed an Indien scere. The cattlemen killed one
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man snd wounded cnother, The shite people sent to El Reno
for soldiers. Thirty Infantrymen came out, but the matter
had been settled when ihey reached here, .
Mrs, Lawton hsd a cebbege pateh, the" cattle would run
ell c(wer it. One desy she rsn cattle for helf a day, they
slmost ruined her cebbege, but finally the cettlemen ceme
and got them, |

Mr. Lewton hes run e newspsper, the "" rapeho Bee”
since 1892. It used to be celled the "Arrow", lez 1928 Mrs.
Lawton sold it to Mr. Leatherrock }now‘ o men nemed Dick
Mitchell is rumning it. Mr. Henry rem it sfter Mr. Leather-
rock, then Mr, Kyle, ‘now Mr. Mitchell. The psper started
with an army press which lay flat like & wringer.

There were two Indisn scares. All the white people
moved into town so they would be close to‘getbe‘r. The Indiesns
did not intend to do them eny harm. They arrested the Indisans
and Seger znd Mllmore ,went and talked to ﬂuzmf

There was 2n Indian n=med Mad Folfs, who‘ would go eround

peddling rotten eggs. Evéryone would stay shy of him.
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There were thirty cers full of men lined up from
Clinton who had ceme to t:ke the courthouse buﬂt another
ero®d of psople wéﬁt up rnd made theu; lesve it slone.
Clinton would pey people to vote for the courthouse.
They hed three or four fighis over it. Finally Custer
City joined in with Arepaho &nd got it. Now Arapsho has &
besutiful courthouse built at a cost of $100,000.00. It
hag modern equipment.

The Indisns hung their bebles on clothes line to

bleck them. They seid fhiéy nere Mf?oe wh{tfe.



