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Maud* M. Fink,
Fie ld WorkerJ
June 23 , 19371.

Mrs. Lawtfcn C8me from Havensv i l i e , Kansas, t o t i e

Cherokee S t r i p in Apr i l 1893, and f i l ed on a claim then

went back for the f i r s t month. The f i r s t time she came

was before the s t r i p s a s opened u p .

There was a mix up when she s t a r t e d as she got on the

wrong t r a i n and sol she had to wait over another day . Cie

trains were el l full and crowded. Some of the passengers
• \ \

were people who weris coming to the new terr i tory to make

claims end others ware coming to see the run.

Mrs. Lawton filed on a claim two miles north of Arap^ho.
\ \

Jesse Campbell w'laa the locating agent. Mr. Cmpbell and Mrs.

Lawton rode a l l over the country looking for S claim, and

Mrs. Lawton f i n a l l y loca ted two mi les nor th of Arapf-ho. In
I

the early days there wes running weter onthis place, but ia
\ • :

the last ten years it has dried up.
i
i

Mrs. Lawton had to leave Kansas on account of her
1

health. She had asthma and the doctors in Kansas thought

that living in this country would be good for'her health.
• ! i
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Brs. Lewton had a dugout on her farm, but she did

not stay there long. She would just go over on the week

•nds. There were a fftw sod houses which were made of

planks sticking out about four feet out of the ground

then tents were put on them.

There were thousands of prairie chickens. The early

sett lers just used the breasts of these chickens.

Mrs. Xewton worked in her brother's hardware store.

They did̂ , their banking at .Vatonga and El Reno at the

8 tart.

John Seger was the Superintendent of the Indian Schools

at Seger founded in 1886.

The f irst church wes a Congregational church and i t

wea founded July 17, 1892.

A meeting of the citi?«ns of Arapaho was called by

Sldsr J. fi. Parker for the Consideration of a proposition

to fcuild a congregational church. The members present were
i

a.//. Snawles, H.X. Van Trees, W. C. Symona, Joisl Cokely, J.P.
I

' i

I

Connelly, J. B. Nicholas, S. J Dyer, Jas. Dawson, fl. F.
/-*

Caboniss, Carl ton and J.iV. Law ton. ;
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The proposition made by Elder Parker WPS that

#500.00 be furnished to build h Congregational church and

this church was to be used for one year at least for

school purpoaea i f desired.

The people were to haul the lumber from El Reno,

Kingfisher and Minco to erect the building.

I t was moved by Mr, S.J. Dyer that the proposition

be accepted which motion was unanimously.

It was moved by Mr, Dyer that the Chairmen appoint

three truatees and this motion was carried. The trustees

appointed were W. A'. Shaisles, H.E.- Van Trees and S.J. Dyer,

Elder J. H, Parker was elected moderator end J.W, Lawton,

secretary.

Mr. Seger worked with a benrt of reckless Indians who

had only tfcirty ponies, but now are among the wealthiest

and moat influential of the Cheyenne Tribe. This i s a

striking'example of »het a practical teacher can do with

the redman*

They had an Indian scare. The cattlemen kil led one
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man and wounded e n o t h e r . The « h i t e people s e n t t o E l Reno

for s o l d i e r s . T h i r t y Infantrymen came o u t , but t h e mat ter

had been s e t t l e d when t h e y reached h e r e .

Mrs. Lawton hsd a cabbage p a t c h , the c a t t l e would run

e l l over i t . One d?y she ran catt le for helf a day, they

almost .ruined her C8bbsge, but f inally the cattlemen came

and got them.

Mr, Lawton has run e newspaper, the "*rspeho Been

since 1898. It used to be celled the "Arrow". In 1928 Mrs.
i

Lawton sold i t to Mr. Leatherrock'now a men npmed Dick

Mitchell i s running i t . Mr. Henry ren i t after Mr. Leather-

rook, then Mr. Kyle, now Mr. Mitchell. The peper started

with an army press which lay f lat l ike e wringer.

jEhere were two Indien scares. All the white people

moved into town so they would be close together. The Indians

did not intend to do them any harm. They arrested the Indians

and Seger and Jlllmore jrent and talked to them.

1her« *a» en Indian nsmed Mad Noifs, *bo would go around

peddling rotten eggs. Everyone would stay shy of him.
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There were t h i r t y eers fu l l of men l ined up from

Clinton who had cerae to t t k e the courthouse but another

crowd of people sent up ^nd made them lenve i t a lone .

Clinton 7»ould pey people to vote for the courthouse.

Th*sy had three or four f igh ts over i t . F ina l ly Guster

City joined in r,lth Arapaho en3 got i t . Now Arapeho ha8 a

beau t i fu l courthouse b u i l t a t a cos t of #100,000.00. I t

haa modern equipment.

The Indisns hung t h e i r babies on c lo thes l i n e to

505

bleck "foem. They said they were too «hite.


