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Ruth Xerbo
field Worker
June 12, 193?

Interview with Mrs* Lot t i e B. Lamlnack.
R.# 8* Ifengum, Oklahoma*

Father-O* W. MoClung
Mother-Faunie Caxmeok

Ity husband and I oams to Gresr County In 1894.

Wa oamib here for) ay health* Wa were l i r i n g in Erath

County, Taxas, at that t^rn* and a f ter say health got

eo bad, we started travel ing* 3e auiae i n a covered

wagon and by the t i o e we arrived here I wtis f e e l i n g

much better* I weighed l e s t than one hundred pounds*

-Anybody wouldn't be l i eve i t to look a t mo now as X

weigh about out hundred anu f i f t y pounds*

Any#ay we did not have anything but our wagon

tod teaa and a oamping outf i t* We came here and

went in a hole In the. ground and had t o 3 or at oh out*
and

/Our dugout was laade l i k e a cellar^ was, awfully dark,

but we flouldn^ do any better*

The fleejT nearly ate us up, although we t r i e d

every mea»s we oould think of to get r id of them,

but did not have naoh luok« ^e oould sprinkle the

floor with s a l t and that kept them down very well*

But we did not have the money to buy th» -thtngs ire

needed to ke«p them out* We aould hardly s l»ep for
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them a t n i g h t , and they would g t t on our b o d i e s

about t h e w a i s t l i n e , t o we would take a rag and

dip I t In kerosene o i l and rub our bodies wth it*

This kept them off of us while we slept* Rxese

fleas oane from the psairie dogs in the country.

The prairie dogs were so rery numerous, they would

destroy our crop as fast as i t -oame up* He made

traps of different types to oat oh them* It was

awfully hard to shoot then-they were *o active, they

would eoassper off before anyone ooulG -itafce aim and

shoot* One kind of trap was a narrow board with a *

fish hook nailed to i t near one end* We would take

these trape and put them down into the prairie dogU

hole and when he ran down In there he wofcld hang him-

self on the fish hook*

finally after we made a orop or two, my husband

and ay father bought a machine to k i l l them with* An

agent oame by our plaoe with the machine and said he

would take |10*00 for it* This machine had a container

that held oarbon and a long hose suspended from the can

and a pump fastened to i t somehow so the oarbon gas

\
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could he pumped Into the prairie dog hole* After

the gas wae pumped in there, the hole was covered

up and the $Ogs that were in there died* We called

this machine our ttdog ki l ler."

Thi* lend produced hardly anything tae f i r s t

year i t was so awfully dry. Really we starved out*

My husband left me there at tbe dugout and vent orer

near Russell to work for a man with his crop to get

some money to buy food* I had but one dress* We

couldn't leave as we had nothing to leave on*

Finally one day while I was alone in the dugout,

Bi l l Racy from the Z7 Ranch oarae by and said they

needed a cook over at the renfch, also needed another

hand to help tn the range and asked If ray husband and

I would work* They offered roe $7* 50 a month and my

husband |I5*00 a month* We readily accepted and went

to work the next day*

We just l e f t "-ur claim and stayed over at tbe

ranch for eighteen months* The cowboys wert very

agreeable and nice to <jook for and It wasn't auoh

hard work either* The bays never got rough or used

profanity in sqr presence*
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I remember the only time any of the boys got

out of hi» place waa when one of them got drunk.

He was out et tht water 'tank where the boys washed

tor dinner* He waa staggering around so muah, Nash

Raey> bats at the Ranch, told him to stay out at the

bam until he could act like a gentleaan,

We filed on this place here where old Blake

postoffioe use* to b«. One room of this house was

the fix^l houae I ever lived in in Greer County.

***

Wt slaved up a l i t t l e money while we were working

for the ZV out f i t and when we went oaok to our cabin

wt bu i l t a half dugout with two vindowsj i t h-->& a

dirt floor* ^ l l s was so much nicer t'wn the one ve

llTed i n , bu£ i t s t i l l was hard to keep v>arm m i t . _•_
Wood was soarae anyway*

He took some old net wire and w.'ve willow stick*

In the neshes of the wire and made our chicken h .us*,

This did not. keep then dry, but kept the wolves from

getting then <*t night* I have Been wolves "ome up

within twenty or th ir ty f e e t *.f the dugout and grab >

aa old hen that probably had a. bunah of l i t t le* ohiokr/is

and get away with her and me hol lering aa3 waving at
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• Onoe I shot at one with our old muzzle loading

eun and the thing kicked/ae over so I did not try

hoot at them any more* The wolves got an old

ey gobbler that I had setting on forty ohioken

Just before the egfts were ready to hatch*

It TTQS impossible to se l l butter and eggs* I

liens to^uanah and sold thera for #1*00 a doaen.

,/e sold some corn for f i f ty oents a bushel to

Zl ranch whea ye started to work for them.

Ee used ifater out of the tank« in the h i l l s , and

,£»<5 nesiuite roots.

The store es2 postoffioe here at old Blake we§

•£5 the roed from our place* Mr* Kildow operated

"irct* It c

'iaally burned, And the postoffice moved to Hueeell*

;n i t *ss f ina l ly discontinued*

I bxve s»en aany herdahipa here"in this country

have seen the ti-as that I would hare l e f t If I

J3 , But I s t i l l have ay plsea, have improved i t

after a l l J t r̂as ^rorth my efforts*


