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Rush Kerbdo 219
Jield Worker
June 12, 1937

Interview with Mrs, Lottie B, Laminack.
R.# 2  Mangum, Oklahoma,
Father-0, W, Ma3Ciung
Mother-Fannie Carmeck

My husband and I came to Gresr County in 1894,
We oame here for,my health, s were living in Erath

County, Texas, at that t{me and afier my health got

80 bad, we startved travelisge %@ cuie in a oovared
wagon and by the time we a;lived here I wus feeling
migh better, I weighed less than one hundred pounds,
Anybody wouldn't believe it 16 look ati me now as I
weigh about one huasdred anu fifty pounds,

Anyway we did not have anything but our Iaéon
’ and team and a gamping ocutfit. We came here and .
went {n a hole in the ground and had to soratsh out.
}Bnr &ugaut was made like = cellafr;zgffgifully dark,
fbut we eouldnl; do any bettars
, The fleasd nearly ate us up, al;hough we tried
svery means we oould think of to get rid of them,
dbut 414 oot have mach luck: ¥e could sprinkle the
floor with salt and that kept them ddwﬁmvory well.
But we 414 not have the money t¢ buy tpaﬁth&naa w8

needed t0 keep them out, We sould hardly sloep for
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them at ﬁight, and they would get on our bodies
about the waistline, so we would teke a rag and

dip 14 in keroaonn(oil and rub our bodies w:th it,
This kept them off of us while ;; slepts These
fleap Scme from the ppairie dogs if the oountrye

The prairie dogs were sc very nnmorbug, they yould
’destroy_our orop as fast as it -came ép;\ ¥e mnao
s¥aps of different types to catch them, It /ival
awfully herd to shoot theme-they wore"o activo, thoy
would scaumper off before enyone ooulﬂ »hkt aim and
shoos. One kind of trap was & narrow board with a d
f1sh hook nailed $0 it near one ends e would thice
these traps and put them down into the prairie dog.
hole and when he ran down in there he wohld hang him-
self on the fish hook, ”

Pinally after we mmde 2 orop or two, my husband
and my father bought a machine t0 kill them withe An
agent came Ly our place with the maghine and said he
\\ would take $10,00 for it, This machine had a eontainer

that held carbon and‘a long hose suspended from the oan

;EQ a pump fastensd to it somehow sa the oarbon‘éal
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could he pumped into the preirie dog hole, After

the gas was pumped in there, ;ho hole was ¢overed

up and the dogs that were in there died. ‘e called
tiis madhintlour "dog killer,"

" This land produeed hardly anything the firast
yoar it was 80 awfully dry. Really we starved out,
My husband left me there at the dugout and went over
near Russell t¢ work for & man with his erop tc get
;omo money to buy food, I had but one dress. Ve
eculdn't lesve as we had nothing to leave on.

Finally one day while I was slone in the dugout,
3111 Ragy from the ZV Ranch came by and said they
needed a sook over at the ranhh, also nneded another
hand to help #n the range.and asked {f my husband and
I wonld work, They offered me $7.50 a month and my
husband $15,00 a month, We readily ascepted and went
to work the nerxt day, '

Ve just left ~ur olaim and stayed over at the
rénah for eightecn months, The cowboys were very
sgreeable and nies to aook for and {t wasn't such
hard‘uork either, The bays never got rough or used

profanity in my presence,
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I remember the only time any of the boys got
out of his place was when one of them got drunk.

He was out 2% the water tank where the boys washed
for dinner, He wes staggering arcund so much, Nash
Ragy, boss at the Raneh, told hiam t¢ stay out at the
barn until he sould aet like a gentlenan,

We filed on this plage here where old Blake :
postoffice used %0 be, One room of this house was
the r1x§§ houae I ever lived in in Greer County.

Waéﬁg;od up & little money while we werse working
for thi 2¥ outfit and when we wen® oack to our cavin
we bullt a half dugout with two windows; it %.d a
dirt floor, This was so much nigsr than the oane we

lived in, but 1t 3til) was hard e keep warm 1a it

Wood was soarse acanyways

e to0k sone 014 net wire and wive willow stick:
in the meshes of the wire and made sur chicken hiuae.
This di4 not keep them dry, but kept the wolves from
getting them at night, I have seen woivas ~ome up
within twenty or thirty feet «<f the dugout sud grabd .
an 0ld hen that probably had a bunch of little chickcis

and get away with her and me hollering and waving at

-*
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« Once I shot at one with our old muzzle loading
gun and the thing kicked/ me over so I did not try
hoot et them any mores The wolves got an old
—T,
ev gobbler that I hed setting on forty ohicken
.just before the egss were ready t0 hatch.
It wes {mpessible to sell bultter and eggse I
~ens t0.Juarah and aold them for $1.00 a dozens
Ja 801d s me corn for fifty aeents a bushel to
7Y ranch when ve started to work for them.
Te uveed weter out of the tanks in the hills, and
ed mesmite roots,

The store =22 postoffies here at oléd Blake was

£8 the roed from our plage, Mr, Kildow oparated

4ret. It chonged hopds n sumber-of—bimes berore

‘i;élly burned, And thQ pontofri se moved to Russell,
m it was Pinally discontinued,

I hinve seen many hardéﬁipe hcrc§1n this country
hove saen thé time that I would have left 1f I
4. But I still have my plsca, heve improved it

after all 4t was worth my offorda.



