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'Field Worker's neme . Ruth Kerbo.
TLis report made on (date) June 1C L . 1937
) ‘ « (1.
1, Name  Mr. Andrew 1la Casse )
2 Pos% Office Address Mangum, Oklahomi}Rt..z‘
3, Kesidence address {or location) __ 1€: miles southwest of \angum, ‘
4, DATE OF'BIRTH: lionth _September Day 26 Year 1879
5. Place of biTth ___romeichs County Texss \<7A‘_
6. lame of Father 7}?'18;}‘( Ia Casse _Place of birth _Canada. |
" Other informetion about father
7. Name of kother .- Ellen Graves - Flace of birth Tex:s.

Ot..er information about mother

Note: or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and .
story of the person interviewed. Refer to hanual for suggested subje.ts
and questions., Continue on blank sheets if necessary and atigen firmly to
this f>rm. Number of sheets attuched 6 pages. .
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Ruth Kerbo, . ' 40
, Field Worker. P
| ; An Interview With -
Andrew La Casse .
- by . 2

Ruth Kerbo,

’
’ .

It was in 1887 when my parents came to Ghoer County.
It was 8till a part of Texas, but we had heard' of the -
free grass and that qnybeaaoma, day it _wonld be opened for
sottlement and we dould get a home as we hed fo chance
where we were. - ' &

»

¥e .came from Comsnche County, Texas, in two covered

»

vag;':ns: had our bedding and some supplies in the wagons.
We drove 150 head of ‘c‘attle and thirty-five head of
horses., %a crossed Red River at Doan's Crossing® It
cost twenty-five cents Y0 cross on the stygw. Then we -
followed the 0ld Mobeetis Trail for abc;ut ?orfy or fifty
I
miles horthwest, _

P )ly father settled on a place nine miles east of
lga'ngum. ‘;[ was just a small boy but I remember quite
well how our first home in Greer County looked,

My father and the hired boy who came with us dug
a la;rge hole in the ground about sixteen feet by twenty-
four fegﬁ, deep enough for a tall éernon to walk around'

\
in without bumping his head. He cut cottonwood poles

to maie the yeof. A large pole long enough to reach

-~

across the cellar length ways served as a ridges pole

in the center and smaller poles were put crossways,
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real close together and dirt piled on top, Our dugout

never leaked either. The worst thing about iliving in

~

a dugout was it dbeing 8¢ dark. We had no windows and

oniy one door.

We ‘had noctrouble keeping warme 'Our greatest trouble

 was getting wood for a fire., ' We -g'ot some of our wod off

the river where the d\ry wood had drifted. We grubbed
some mesquite roots. Then we finally ventured over in
the Kiowa Country and stole wood. CSometimes the Indians
would catch us and we would have to pay off.

1.went nearly everywhers my fa;her dide I rode my

Torse and-helpsd herd the cattle , also helped rope and

brand them, We ‘dyid not have many cattle but eve%'y bodyﬁ':
cattle ran out and we had to'.brand them to keep frum
losing some, Thers were 8o many little gattle-ﬁn:zwhi B
kept coming in the country with smull herds. There were

no fences anywhere. - . ~

T}mso rivers kave not always been boggy for I used

. to ride down the river bed hunting the cattle. They

could be crossed anywhere the banks were not too steep.
After éiio free homestead law was passed and Greer

émty was opened for uithmnt, my father filed on the

quarter section he ssttled on and bought a quarter section

‘Joining i8.
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Be built hie first house in 1893, It was a one
room structure with a shed room on one side. The lum-~
ber was hauled from Vernmon, Texas. We had a good well
of water, Oupr corrals were made of cottonwood poles,

We got most of our supplies from Vernon. Some~
times it would take four days to meke the trip, and
especially if the weather was bad and the rivers got
up. Mother hardly ever went to town, I remaember one
time mother went to town with dad and me on a load of
vheat. Wwe got thirty-five c;nta per bushel for the
wheat. V¥e olways gol groceries encugh to iaat for six
months at & time and we didn't g to town unless we had
buaipess .

Father raised a few cattle, and raised aomé :?322
and feed for tae stock, B

The wheat was threshed with a thresher run by

‘?

horse power. A pole was fastened to the machinery
that threeshed the wheat, two horses were hitched to
the oand of the pole and someone drove them around and
round. The straw came cut at ohe end of the thrasher
end two men stocd thers with piteh forks and threw.it
back out of the way.

~Henyy Thompsqn run a little store over near the
mountains. We could get some things there such as
crackers and cheess, sowe camned 206ds and ammunition

J



for most any size gu.n.‘ Those little trading posts
were mainly for the cowboys to get a few supplies
neceseary to take or; thei.r cembping trips while they
were out gn the ringe. ’

Thers was plenty of fish in Elk Oreek, Ve
would often go a;xd seine and get fish e:.pue,h o last
for a week, Ve wouid take a<large kettle mund heut
some water iniit, put salé esough in it to make a
strong brine and din these fish in it after they had
bgo’n clesned and hang them up tv dry. 'ﬂiey \soled keep
for. several days,

Turkeys were also plentiful. We would kill4three
or four at a time., Antelope would roam sround with
for the maat and their hides were not worth anything.
Ve always had plenty of beef, turke'y end fish, really
we had more meat $¢ 2at than anytbing elsa.

The ﬁ.rat aehooi‘ I ever uttended in Creer County
was the Quaxtz ~chool. This was a dugout similar to
the one we l.vel in. Had boxing planks lald on sawed
logs .for a;atl. n was awfully dark. There were about
teenty pupils. Wwe studied McGuffy's Reader, Bluebdack
Speller, and Arithmetic. We didn't have the ditfefont
grades like the schools have now, In about 1882 a ome

room school house was built im place of the dugout. It

the cattle, We hardly ever killed one. Ve dida't care - -
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was made of boxing planks, Had windows in ‘the sides

and was lighter than the dugout but was awfully cold.

¥o used the suwe kind of seats until later, don't re=-
member the dats, a nicer building was erected. Don't
know just how long this building was used but 'rinally
the Quarts School was consolidated with other districts
and the Quartz Echool building was torn down., We had
- walk t;‘{x:aa milss to school. It was locuted ten miles
‘oast/::g and a hulf miles north of Mangum,

There were some Kiows Indians over near Mission
Springs. They never trisd to narm us, but would teg
for tobacco.o'r anything they saw that they wanted.

01éd Chief loudtulk and his son Mope eye, who Wwas

7alao a loud talker, mung around us a lot., Sometinss
: they would come and camp near our hows., They received
their co:nmo;lities issued tothem by\tho governuent at
Henry Thompson's store und when the time came for them
to receive thelr goods they would came tc the store a}xd,
camp, Sometimes they would stay three or four days or
until they had gotten rid of everyihing thasj/re_ceived.
They likea to play monte, u gambling gams, and the whito‘
men who played with them nearly always won, If the
whito msn won the Indimns horee he would sake it and
get away quiockly or the Indian muldn'qt let him have it.
After I grew up I began vqu:ng for a men who had

a smAliherd of cattle, maybe two-hundred, ilong in the
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sumney his cattle began to die with some kind of fever.
There ¥a# po veterinary in the country anywhers and we had
tried every remedy we had ever heard of to save the cattle
"with no success. We saw they were 8ll going tc die go I
decided I would experiment with them. I took some Fhumach
berries and hoiled them to'make & tee and to each mart of
tea I put two tableapoonfuls of salt and gave it to the sick
cattls., They dbegan to get be-tter and we paver loct any more

after v trisd this remedy.
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