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PIEID WORKER Ruth Kerbo
Ind&an-Pionur History Projm S-149 T
day 17th, 1937.

MERV IEW wmi KW, Lanford
- Mangum, Oklahoma. Rotte 1,
14 niles South West of Mangum.
Born January 11, 1868. Lauranoo cmmty,
South Carolina. - N )
Father's name Alexander Lanford
Born South Carolina
Mother's name Jans Morgan
Born South Carolina.
/

Mr. K. V, Lanford came to Gréer County with his
family in 1890, from Denton County, Texas. Mr. M.P.
Veach and family and W. R. Parkey and family came with
them and all three families settled in the Bloomington
comnunity, 15 miles northwsst of Msmgum near Jester.

We brought a bed stead, our t;ddding and chairs, -

. cook stove, tub and rub board, a lamp 15 head of cattle

] ’ «

end 6 horsss.

-
=

There wzlxa notkhing on th'c placo' end we set to work
to make a dug-out to live in. It 414 not :extend above
the grownd with a framework, with windows, but was f£lat
- like & c;lldr with a log in _she middle for a ridge pole
and ;thor logs thr::)vn across it and earth thrown on the o
tOp of the ;ogs for a roof. It had a door which’ opsnsed
“baok ke cellar door. "No suakes oF centipedes bother-

ed us in there,” Mr. Lanford sid. -

' R
[
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Ne were from the 4th of July until September com-

ing from Denton county, camping elong the way. One thing
the family possessed was ¢ skillet and 1id or dutch oven
which they used to eook their £ood in while camping and
after they arrived also. One night on their lay,'t‘h.‘ 114
for their skillet got broken, and Mrs. lanford found a
thin flat rock, which she used to replace the 1-14. She
would heat the rock in the camp fire, put it on the akillet
and put hot coﬁn on top and her bresd would bake very niéily;

The family ate antelops for meat, as there wers still .
a. few left in the country. The Jaybx?klo springs furnished
water for them. llr‘. lanford hauled water from the Jaybuckle
springs, and always _w)mx two n;tn 1‘ud. a trade the water h
‘barrels were included in the treade as every bod; had to haul
water end most of it from the Jaybuckiy spring. |

"I atmnn was fuving the count;ry he didn't need to
take his water barrels along, but the man who ‘stayed did
need them." Mr. Lanford said.. —

Tho ciuzons or tho Jomr comnmity wanted to buﬁ.ﬁ
e chureh at Jnttr. Th‘ couboys agreed to rurnish the lumber )
. if the citizeas would grant them tho privilegs or hav.ing
dances in the buildlng when thcy wanted to. The ggrnmt

., veym.
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was made’’ the lumber hauled o;xtr from Quaneh and the citizens
built the church. Often times th- cowboys would have an all
niﬁit din_co on eattmd;y night and then the citizens would
have Sindsy School end preaching on Sundsy moxhing. Eventually
the citizens decided it did not seem right to have dancss
in the church and with much difficulty had them stopped.

Lantord broke his land with an 014 time s0d plow
dr@m by two horases. The plow had three crooknd rods back
from the point of the plow which caused the sod to tuwrn
over and lie flat, ’_ Somsone would follow along behind th,
plow and punch holea in the freshly plowed o4 and drop
down the mseeda for their crops. A section harrow was drag-
god over the s0d. to cover up the seeds. N

Mr. Lanford planted the secd tor an orohard 1n thic

manneyr. "Soms of the trees may bo living today Nr. Lanrord
|y — e

Crops weres good for ssveral years.

| 1 steyed on this place near Vinson 1 year then moved
wut‘or‘lbod in the Sulphur wmniﬁ, and later sold out to
Frenk Siwpeon for $950 cash. I then traded thres ponies for
%20 acres of land, all the farming oquipnnnt.gee;o , dog: and
vater barrels. This location was 1 mile north of the preasent

-site of Russell).
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1 gatablished a stors there on my place, was the first
:merchant in the Russell community. The store bore the name
~of Rynklesvk. 4 trading point. 4. D. Lme ';as responsible
for the psculiar nanam(,ﬁe went %o the store one night and -

’

found Mr. Lanford countin'é his day's receipts. He had no
safe or ;aah drawer and used -a soak to keep his money in.
The sock was wrinkled from much hundling and when Mr, Lee
saw it he conceived a name for the store, and figured out

the way to spell Rynklesok,

I hauled my supplie® from the Kemp Grocery company at
“uangh. 1 traded a little bof soms candy for his cat one
day ahd soon' the boy came back for more candy but didn't have
any money, 80 1 traded him candy for all his clothes,” he had -
a blg sack of candy, but no clothes,” ir. Lanford ga1d.

There was asually plenty of-wild plums. #e would gather
all we could use, Had plenty of wood and grubs for fuel.

#e could gather up a load of bones and take them to
fuanah if we nesded any money. Bones were.36.00 a ton.
krbuckle coffee was 14 pounds for $1.00; sugar was 12 pounds

for $1.00, bacon was cheap. Turkey hens were 25 cents each.

Tons were 75 cents each. Kobody s01d chickens and if eggs

*
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were-cheapsr than 5 cents a dozen 1 qu'it 'pqying them."
M¥r. Lanford se;id.

One timaf:;;we g,f‘-ﬁ,\led a crack churn with butter, dug a
hole in the gm;un,d about threse feet deep, put a 1id on the
churn and tur-ﬁ:ad ?u upside down and’ imt it intvo that hole,
we left that bu?tor there for nearly a year, whean we ra-
moved it., it wes as fresh as when we put it thore. 1t could
drain and the tamberatur& was the same all the time. That
was an experiment. 4And we had alnays heard that ripe rlums
would keep fresh for a loﬁg time if they wers submerged in
rain water. tried that oxporiment and believe it would

have been all right if wO had only usad a stono jar ’lnstead
of & barpel to put them im. The hoops were eaten into by
the acid from the fruit, lé’bting the b;rrel spread and the
water leaked out, | , . | }

There were 65 casas of ma&ie_s in the community at one
time, with never a case lost. a: new D:),é.tdlr had mo;red into
the country, 2 miles séuth of Russel:, and is living there
on the same p%ace yot.

Yearlings sold for $8 to $12, good cows §15 317,

¥hite face cows 325. to 375. -
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In 1892 Mr. Lanford traded & pony for a sorghum i ‘j
mil., and moved it to hjs home where he msde sorghum
nolaszes. Cane grew fine in the new coun.try and the
syrup was finely f.avorei.

The first school house in the country was located
‘a mile a,outh‘or Russell. It wes a one room structure,
one teacher school. The seats were long slat benches.
"Eight or ten kids could sit o:n one seat,"” Mr. Lanford said.

Later tha school house burned and when it was replaced the

school bosrd wanted to make a cistern to furnish the water

supply f‘of tt;e aehool A pie supper was given to sscure the
money with which to make the cistern. 4 cake was put up and
2014 for the prettiest girl. It brought $656.00. There was -
plenty of money for the oiater;l end for the water trough!

‘ vhen we had tc ford the river, we would round up a
bunch of cattle and drive them across £irst to pack the sand.
if there were no cattls near, we would often ride our horsss
across several times. On one occasion I bought 'a load of
grubs for $1.0C to maks a 'bridgo across the ford so I could
cross with some freight. Once I stuck in the river while

freighting from "uanah and wae two hours gstting out. One
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man never passed another stuck up in the river. We would
all stay and help esach other oqp. I- saw vwagopns stuck in
the mud from Russell to ﬁoﬁ river one Ghristmas, the
ssttlers had gone *> "uanah and a snow storm came. up and
when the snox begen to melt the trail would almost be im-
pessable. Sometims the settlers would stick their wagons
in the mud and if it wasn't very many miles home, he would
taks his teams loose from the wagons and leave them setiing
thnre.until the rosds dried up. Nothing was bothered in the
wagon until he returned for it. * |

I believe there was an Indimn camp 1 mile north and
1 haelf mile east of Russsll. I have found arrow heads
there on the highest spot. —I-kmewof-= -

h 3

I xnew of a lone grave west of Sulphur, near Reed.
I sup;ose it is the grave of s cowboy. I found on the N
board at the head of tha grave (A.B.Bryson-June 1882).
The board ressmbled a 1id from e feed box on a wagon. "When
I told someone about the grave he remarked "yes 1 think the
young fellow got too amart."” The grave has been plowed over
for years,

The Lanfords moved to Mangum where Mr. Lanford ran s

wagon yard for several years, then engaged in the produce
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business and was 1ntefosted in a lumber yard and other

business enterprizes.

lr. Lanford and his two youngest asons operate a

64C acres farm in t' 2 Ruseell community.



