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Interview with Mre. Aminda Latta.Hanley.
Fargo, Okiahma.
Born 1869.
, FYatherMatta
Mother~Harriat A. Sheldon

Mrs. hanley’s mothsr was Miss Harriat A, Sheldo‘n
who céme fram Utica, New York,to old Park Hill Mission
in.the Charokee Nation in the year 1856. Miss Sheldon
taught in the Mission school for = number of years., Bas-
ror; the Civil ¥War started Miss Sheldon married a South-
ernsr of the name of Latta who was then employed on the
large fam of Coluonel George Murrell, the son-in-law- of
the distinguished John Ross, long-time Principal Ohlief of
the Cherokses. The holdings and enterprises of Colonel
Murrell were- situated close $o Park Hill. MNr. Latta, a
native of Alabsma,was Colonel Murrell's slave driver.
%hen My, Latta and Miss Sheldon were married at Park Hill
Miss Sheldon's parents rcnounced and disowned her because
she had married a "Sout}xern Slave driver." Mr, Latta

served in the Confsderate Amy during the Civil War and

for over two years during that period knew nothing of
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Mrs.jattats condition, fate or whereabouts. In th;
midst of the conflict ur'e.A Latta took her small ohil-
dren and r;turnad to her paople in New York at the'
pressing instance &ua with the aid of friends of the
family. Mr, Latta, Mrs. Hanley's father, returped to
Park Hill after the War closed and through old frisnds
lsarned where his wife and children ware and in the
course of tims the family wss re-unitod and lived in
the spacious Murrell home néar Park Hill.

The Pin Indian Society . was & secrat ordear of Chero-
kees and Cherokees only, which originatad in'the Chero~
kee Mation during and incident to the Civil War. Hor;lbero
ship in this soclety or secret order’ was limited to those
Cherokses who were not less than quarter-blood )In_di.mh
and who were supposedly of the old Ridge and Boudinot
faction of the Chsrokee ltribe. Quring the Civil War the
P.in Indians proféssed to be ¥nion loyalistts‘, In fact,
&nd in the light or‘thair operations they were a well
organized band of ruthless brigands and plunderers

imposing their outragsous depredations upon any and a.i
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who bappensd to be assailable within their range of law-

. less activities. The Pins would invade the homes of
helpless women ahd children and forecibly ap;ropriate any-

‘ thing of valus or us~ which their fancy or desire happen-
od to suggest. They would ask their intended victims if
they were Union or Oonfoderate sympathizers ard it matter-
ed not what the ansuar‘was. If the perebnn expressed
loyaity to the North the Pins wrought vengeance in loot-
ing and robbing; and if allegia ce to the south was indicat-
ed the fin Indians' treatment of the victim was the :ame,
They robbed, st.le and loofad promiscuously and murdered
deliberately when it ap eared expedient to them. Those

.whom the Pin Indians regardei as ememies, if ap;rehended,
usually suffered torture or death or both. Mrs, Latta
told of a men of the name of Meugs who hid in the chimmey
of the smokehouse on the old Murrell farm for two days in
order to escape capture by the Pins who ~ven carried their
operations into Arkansas.

The Pin secret society was perpetuated after the Civil

War and became & contending fact.r in post “ivil War politiocs

® o]

N
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in the Cherokee Nation, and the organization in some re-~
spects was much like the ihaKlnx Klan., In the years that
followsd after the War there developed two major political
factions in the Cherokee Nation, one was known ar the Ross
faction, the other as the Downing faction. The Pin Indiens
all were Downing men and it seems that political bitterness
and amimosity, particularly with respect to the society of
Pin Ipdiqns, was still a potential disturbing influence in
the lives of the Cherokees as late as the middl~ or lute
80's., *
a

During the early or midile 80's/dmunken brawl developed
in Tablequak one arternoon to the climax of which Mrs,
Hanley !ag an eys witness. The city marshal of Tahleguah-
at the time was a Gherokee of the name of Poorbear. Marshal
Poorbear endeavored to quiet a particularly disorderly
young mixed-blood Cherokee of the name of Jim Buchannan;
whose mothar was s sister of the mother of the léta Will
Ragara. Jim Buchannan engaged in an angry argument with
Marshal Poorbesar and finally because of urging on the //’/:7

part of ssveral older Cherokees pressnt, Jim -
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Buchannan shot and killed the marshal on the scene of the
controversy, then flsd immediately and kept himself in
hiding.Poorbear was a member of the Pin secret order and
the fact of his being so rashly murdered by Buchannan
inflamed the soc\iety membership to the point of wishing

to retaliate in kind by murdering young Buchannan. They
armed themselves and in bands searched and hunted for the
offending youth, Bﬁchamkan succeeded inidodging ani avoide
ing his Pin pursuers for several weeks by htding in the
rough and dense woodlands of thes ad jacent country, sub-
sisting mainly the while on wild fruits and nuts. The
parents of young Buchannan and Mr. and Mrs. Latta had been
neighbors and were good friends and B .channan had been a
pupil of Mrs. Latta, Mrs. Hanley’s mother,in the Park Hill
Mission school.  Bxhausted despera*e end in rags,Jim came
to Mr. Latta's door before dgy light one morning and begged
to be admitted. Mr. Latta was not in favor of admitting
and shsltsring him, Mrs. Ratta took compassion on the youth,
hef former pupil, and had him admbtied to their home.

-Buchannan told his benefactors Mr. and Mrs. Latta that he
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could hope to avoid capture but little longer uid since
capture meant being shot on the spot if apprehended he
implored the Lattas to provide for him secret asnd safe
hiding about their homs for a feQ(dZys and {in the mean-
timdpe wou.d try to secure sufficient aid from his res
latives in the nsighborhood to enable him to go to relatives
in Georgia. Mrs. Lstta hid the youﬁg‘man safely away in a
mmall, dsrk attic in her home which was difficult of acocess
aud she cautiously took food to him daily. In the mean-
time the assistanca of a certain white man7§%%anged for

who secretly contacted Buchamnan8s relatives in the com-’
sunity who made up a fund of $250.00 to Rslp young Jim get
beyond reach of the incensed Pin Indi:ns. This white man
bought clothes for the young man and planned for his secret
departure under cover of darkness ana Jim Buchannan was
hustled out of the cmuntry secretly one night via Fort
Smith, Arkansas. In the course of his flight that .night
his escort was astopped by a suspicious Pin Indian of the
neme of Barefoot. Jim's aide, however, satisfied Barefoot

that his midnight mission was perfectly legitimate and ]
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regular and the two men went on tixeir way unharmed and with
the fact unknown to the Pin Indian ,‘ that the
very man he was looking for hud so wevarljv eluded him.
While Buchannan was in hiding in the houe cr Hr, a:d Mrs.
Lutta some Pin Indians cams ‘there hunting for him. and
except for the con}‘ldenee the Charokees had in their former
Mission teachsr, Mrs. Harriat Sheldon Latta, Jim Buchannan ‘
would have been found and captured at this time.

A vensrable Cherokee minister o, the name of Stephen

Al

Foreman was pastor of the church for sevaral years that Mrev
and !rs.' Latta, puvents of Mrs, Hanley regularly attended

and st least half of this c)::\}rch's g\}ongngation wepe Cherow
kees. The Reverend ioreman always apokz Englisk when preach-
ing his sermons and beside him at'thff time sat an interpreter
who repeated, usually but a sentence o‘\r two at a time, the
sermon in the gherokaa languags for t’ne\ benetit of the Indians
in the congregution who could not unders\and Bn.1ish. This
arrangement cansed endless pauses in the uwrae”owéw[rené

Foremen'’s sermon and made the church service very trying and

tiriug to the children,including Mrs. Hsnley,who was then
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only a small-like girl. The large majority of the Charckee
citizens had already used the amount of theair respectivé
anmuities by the tima the Roney was payable ani they kept
go much in debt to the .merchants of the Cherokee Ration
that on the day of annuity payments the creditors of the

Cherokees ware always presdent with their cl.ims against the

Indians and in most instunces the fuil amount of the snnuity

payment went directly to tie creditors of the citizens upon

proper proof of the claim. of the creditors.
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