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Linnaeus B. Ranck,: :
Investigator,
January 3, 1938,
An Interview with Mr. L. J. Hanloy,
Fargo, Oklahoma.

L. J. Hanley waas born at Paris, Illinois, January 12,
1856. In 1882 he came to the Cherokee Nation. He worked
at the building trade at various places in the old Indian
Territory. He built a $12,000.00 home for the Creek Chief,
Pleasant Porter.

Hanley became "Master Marmer" to the Indians--repre-
senting the Government in its effort to improve and expand
farming as an industry nmong the Kive Civilized rribes and
in this capacity worked in conjunction with and under the
jurisdiction of the Indian Agent. Cotion then was the main
crop. The Indian Service was trying to work out a diver-
sified farm program. As a result of his efforts as adviser
to the farmers of the Five Tridbes, the farmers in the Cher-
okee country bYegan raising very successfully several grain
crops on a conmercial scale ;hich resulted in the building
of a large mill at Muskogee to convert the abundant crops

of wheat and corn raised by the farmers of the Indian

Territory into commercial bdy-products.
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The fixrst spiketcoth harrow, the first wmower and
reaper combined and the first self binder and steel bean
plaw used in Indian Territory, Mr. Banlsy {niroduced to its
focxaere after he became farm edviser to tho Five Tribdes.

The Cherokees, especially the Full bdbloods were $n-
clined to be prejudiced against white men coming to their
country. ¥hen Mr. Hanley came to the Natton a Cherokee
naned %elsh took a dislike to him, slthough this dislike
was unknown to Hanley. To engender genersl dislike and
mis-trust of Hanley emong the Cherokees, Welsh febricated
and censed to be circulated the false accusation that Mr,
Hanley was in the Cherokee ﬁation tes 8 spy and detective.
This deceptéve rumor and misrepresentation of Mr. Haniey
spread among the Indians with marvelous rap{dity and soon
most of the Cherokees began calling him "Little Red Cloud.”
He did not lesrn the‘ reason or significance of this till a
few years later.

One night My, Hanley was returning to Tahlequah from

a trip into the country and got lost in trying to follow a
_ path oy tr.81l through the dense timber. He got off of his
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horse to search for the path he had lost and before working
. out of his confusion, heard the voices of men not far dis-
\tant r;cm him, He took occcasion to listen cautfously to
these men and concluded they had met in secrecy for some
purpose. Ho msmeged to got close enough to get the purport
of their convenatgon snd estimate the number in the group.
There ware three men in the party and their coavergsation
revealed t0 him that they were coénceiving ¢ plct to burglar-
ize the Cherokee Hationsl Treasury. the following Tuesday
night. né. Ifanley ennveyed this information to the proper
) guthority the next day. |
| In those days in the Cherokee country the Nation was
divided into distiricts for certa’n governmental purposes
corresponding to our county subdivisions in many respects.
Bach district had & sheriff who was superior to all the
distpict sheriffs; they oall'ed this offic{al "High Sherif{,”
The High Sheriff came to Mr. Hanley acking him to join with
the officials in the attempt they would make to foil the
burglars and capture then.

A posse secluded themselves in ths Cherokes Capitol

. 4
ths night the plot was to have deen executed. LMir, Hanley
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joided them sid by spscial request of the sheriff too'k a

point of ventage with the high sheriff and s district sheriff.
The threse men lay sbreast in prone positions on the floor with
Mr. Hanley between the two officers. Hours passed before the
burglars camp and {n the meantime, the High Sheriff stealthily
slipped Banley's Winchester away .from him. This move on the
part of the officer, Hanley regaorded as rather strange. The -
burglars came and reached the Tressury safe -nd were prepar-
ing to blast it open with dynamite when they were suddenly
thwarted and cgptured. ‘

Not many days after the futile attempt to rob the Nation-
al Tressury 9/ the Cherokees Mr, Hanley noted that some of the
Intitans began calling him "Little White Cloud™ and he wondered
vhy. In the course of time he happened to be at the hame of
F4l1liam P, Ross, then principal chief of the Cherokees. He
and Chief Roas sat visiting on the Chief's front porch when a
number of other prominent Cherckees {ncluding Chief Bushyhead
appeeared snd addreased Hanley as "Little “hite Cloud.” When
they departed i, Hanley asked Chief Roas in confidence just

why the Indisns first called him "Little Red Cloud” and them

£
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quite sbruptly began calling him "Little .hite Cloud.” Chief ™~
Regs oxplained to him that he had besn under suspicion and

hed been n mistrusted character to most of the Chorvkees and
that since red clouds along the horfzon in the eveniné were
threats of an approaching stomm, s warning thet likely bad
weather was in the offing--omens of evil s 1t wore-- the

name "Little Tled Cloud” uh}ch the Indiens hau given Hr. Hanley
signified that h_n' should be watched and held under constent
surveillanb‘elfi& the Cherokees cut that since his faithful part
tn foiling the attempted lovoting of the Cherokee Treasury he
-hed bean 7indicated in the minds of the mistrusting Indtans,

and that therefore they exprsssed their confidence in him and
trnneirﬂfriendahip for him by calling him "Ifttle White Cloudr
since the white, fleecy cloud was an amen of ébod to the Indians,
The“appellation of "Little White Cloud” to ir. Henley msant that
the stéoma of diatrust had been removed.

During his days in the Cherokee Nation, the farmers and
_stock rajsers paid no taxes et-ellj it mattered not whether a
wan had one cow or cne horse or ten thousand head of stock.

Tone of the chattal property of the citizens of the Cherckee

Naticn was subject to taxation except the stocks of goods
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belonging to merchantsy They puid tax to the Cherokece Gow-
- qrmment st the rate of (25 cents per 3100,00 of inwoiced
valuation of theif stocks of merchandi;se.

Any citizen of the Cherokee Natfon could clsim the
vse of as mnch land as he wished although in order to maine-
tain exclusive use the citizen was bound toﬂ fence the area
he wiqhed t0 use; 'gnd in that event his exclusive juris-
diction extended one fourth of s mile beyond his fenmce in
every direction with respéct to any other citizen's right
to fences adjecent lauds.

In cast.s ) ‘Ghemkaewg;:{zax vacated his habitation and,
the land he had used therewith und remained abscnt contine
mzx§ly for one year snd a day he forfeited sll right to
fwlher nse of i:hat préionl.r pifece of land and his title

and {ntersat in end t all of the improvements sf tuated
theroon, regardlaesa of the value of the improvement and
vhother the absentee hed butlt the improvement or not, pro-
vided thet ecny other cfitizem wished to claim snd actually
cccupy the vacated bome sfter the fact hed been estublished

that 1t had been sbanldoned for at lesst a year and a day.
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This rle and pol;‘s';; csused more or less trouble and 1iti-
gation in the Cherokee cm:rta.\ It tended to encourage what
night be salled "clsim jumping."”

0f courso, a c¢itizen of the Cherokee Nation was
privileged to move or vacate at any time =nd sell all the
{mprovements on the land he had been using snd had besn in
lavful possession of. In case, hovever, he remained absent
for a year end a dey, and in theﬂmeantame bad not sold the
i{mprovements on the l:nd he h-d vacated snd the fact could
be estebli{shed, all of his right, title and interest in amnd
to the tenmments were automatically forfettede In case it
was observed that a Cherokee citizen had left his home and
the land he had been ysing in connection therewi;th, as a8 very
general rule the fsct, tncluding the exsct date the premises
had been vacated, was reported to the proper officisl. This
data became of offfcial record and wes resorted to in case
" of contest in the future of the sbsentes citizen®s right to
return and resums lawful use end possession of the lands and

tenements he had vacated.



