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Field Worker'!s rame Joh'n F‘. Daugnerty
EThis report made on (date) ’ June 28, - 193 ‘7
1., Name ' Amapda Xinball
2. Post Office Address Da%;, 0..iahoma
3, Residence address (or location) Route &, Box 56 ) "Jl'
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month - July Day 20 Year 1890
5, Place o‘f birth Tishomingo, I. T. .
6. Name of Father  Jesse Nail Place of birth _Mississippi
Other information about fether Slave belonging to Joed Neil — — -
7. Name of Mother Mary Ann Cartsr Placc of birth _Indian ferritory .

Other informetion about mother Slave belonging to lizzie Carter

£

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the 1ife and
story of the rerson interviewesd, Rcfer to Manual for suggested subjecté
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this forme Number of shcets attached : .
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John ¥. Daugherty
Field Worker
;une 26, 1937

Interview with Amanda Kimball '
Route 2, Box 56 //
Amanda, Oklahome N

My father was Jesse Nail. He belohged to Joal Nail of
Neils Crossing on Blue River. He came from Mississippi with
’ the K&iis. My mother was Mary Ann Carter and belonged to
Lizzie Carter. I do not know the date of birth of either of

my parents,

Father farmed a ten acre patc. after he was freed. There

were s8ix children in our family. I was born July 20, 1850,

three miles east of Tishomingo, in Tishomingo County, Chickasaw

Nation, in a lay hut, with a dirt floor and no windows. The

>

house bad a cat chi?ney and the roof was govered with clgp-
boa;ds fastened down with weight poles(and bnis 4! arc pins,
We drapk water out of a creek. We dug holes in the creek bed
and sank barrels. These would fil. with water and we used it.

There was lots of game here;in those days. The turkeys
3

came and sat on our rail-fence each evening. When corn was

A .

J/
sdarce we ate turkey for bread and venison for meat. We

always had plenty of meat, beef, wild hog, venison, turkey

2

and p?airie chicken, but we often had to do without bread.
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wé had very little flour. It was fivée doliara a barrel
and we couldn't Luy much of 1t. Our bread was usually coran
bread, and most of tue time we beat the corn into meal from
wiich this bread wac made. we liked Bluq Bread. This was
made of the ashes of burned bdeal hulls niigd with meal. Tiis
was scasoned and cooked in a pot until almost done. Then it
was dipped up aud rolled in cor: chucis &nd ,ut intc a pot
of boiling water t& boil until Jdone. We roasted corn until
it was bpown, pounded it on the mortar bleck, put sugar on
it'and cooked it. This was our cereel. e made ash caxes.

These were baked in the skillet a:d asaes spriulkleld over tue
SR e s e i _ e
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top. we liked the fl&vof of tﬁégeiﬁgod asnoes, The ashes
would brusa off, the flavor remained.

e had many besrries and prapes whica we .iriea iu the
sun, ne were especlially fond of grape doodles s in thé
winter. Thesé were made of tue dried grapes. de Dnlled thewm
until they were tender and;sweetened tﬁem. T .en we put dough
in the pot witL them ani boiled tlem together unéil they were
done. The sugur in those deys was yellow and waxy. .e knew
nothing aboutl white sugar. - .

We cooked with a skillet and 114 and a lerge dinner pot.

I was prown before E”saw a cook stove, We had spoons made of
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cow horns e&nd our forxs wvere uotc%ed cow horns, The men
took these spoong‘and cut riotches in the enu. This made
' a sort of forx which we could stick in the msat. He had
no tables, chairs nor cabinets. Ve spread a buflumlo hide
ou the yround and all sat around on tuhis when we ate our
meals. Our beds were made of pqiea fastened to the corner -
of the house and roped with striuga or_ieather cut from cow-
hide. A buffulo hide wus plac7d on first. Then a feather beu.

We had no newspapsrs. 4nd we told‘the days of fhe week
by cutting notches on & etick and the tine of day, by the

locatinn of the sun, moon anﬁ stars.

S e

’

There were many panthers in those days, and we were more
afraid of them than any an mal. One night a penther came to
our house, jumped up on the roof, and began tearing the boards
off. Mother began to scream, and my uncle came fron hia'home
shooting as he.came. This frightened the panther and.he left
there, but we were dil frightered alnost to death. There w;re
many bears in these Arbuckle Mountains, too; It was very hard
to raise our Tom Fuller patches to muturity. Bears liked corn
when it was young and tender. I have seen them many a time in a
corn fields, gathering corn for their cubs. .ﬁhey walked ﬁpright

and carried the corn in their arms, just like a man. If they
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happened to.drop aﬁ?ear, they threw down the whole armful, and
returned to the field for anothér load,

We didn't have many "store-bought" clothes, They were too
expensive., They sold for five dollers a pottern, which was
ten yards. This was just after the close of the Civil War, in
1865, We wove our owu cloth from thread which we had spun., de
got bark from #Walnut trees sud extracted the "ooue" by boiling
it, Then we put copperas in this tn make it stay in the cloth
better. [his was our dye &and it wade the cloth brown or black. .

We had no patterns to make our dresses by. We measured the

cloth as long as we wented 1%, which was always to the wnds

- s

e e —

Theu we folded this 6verron the cloth and cut it off with hone
5ade scissors or shears. #e cut a hole for the heed to go
turough, and opened it down the front, sewsd up the sides by
-hand and hemmed it by hand. He used homq ma&s needles, which
were cut out of horns. ¥e hed no pin;, nor buttons on our
clothes, but fastened our dresses with thorns ,uthered from
bushes. 1 wore hoops and bustles ard very long riding skirts,
These reached the grdﬁnd as 1 sat ~n my pony, and had buck

ehot iu the hems to hold them down. They would fly in the .
wind a8 1 rode. My hats were made of straw which I gathered

and plaitea. I spiiced these plaits together and startea

<+
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tacking ihem»in the center .which was the top of the hat.

They went around and eround this center until I had the hat .

;s large as I wanted it. ‘I wove red ribbons agd ré@khandker-
chiefs around my neck. My bonnets were slat bLonnets, with white
ash slats, dfe had long, wide etrings in tie them on with, and
the bottoms of the bounets ceme wull down over our shoulders.
These were always starched stirr with st rcn'wnlcn wo mude

trom white corn. We cut the corn trom the ear, covered it

o

wiin water and letv it stand until the starch wss soaked out,

Tnen we strained 1t ana got»ouiagjérgé;f_ﬁﬁwwore split leatiher

e

shoes with brass toes 1in the wiunter, and went barefoot in the .

-

sunmer. One palr or shoes a year was all we had. ‘'nese wers
nalf soled wiin wnoden pegs when they neeaed repaliring. :;«
renember a neighvor girl nav;ng a pairAnr flat heeled snoes
whioch laced on tho sides, made of suede or velvet. How I
envied her! Tnose were the first "dfeaa up" shoes 1 had
ever BeeN.. p

“~

We made our cendles. We nad tin moulds into which we
poured hot tallow., We put a stzing in the centsr nr tnis and
wnen 1t became firm we removed the ocandles from the moulds.

We smoked shumaté leaves in cane and cob pipes. We

~
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made clay pipes, aJ'.so. We got rea clay and shaped 1nto & pipse

' bowl then we stuck a plece ot cane in'it, and laid it”iﬁ'the

-~
. g ok

e

sun to harden.

We went once a year to the Saltv Lake, east ot uouble

Springs in the déﬁ%taw Nation, near Tuscaloosa, and brought
g

back a year's supply ot salt in large chunks.

Arter I was married, (can't remember the year) my hus-
- -
L 4

bana killed deer, and traded the hams in Denison, Texas, 1or

r

groceries,
Meny & time we ate rice tor bread, and it we ran out of

~»~‘4xq;§g;gg~g§rcheéfcgrn and made coftee. He killea game with
« | M*" h»%m__, —
a set trigger ritle and cap and ball gun. ' T

L

Our tarming was done with oxen and’ﬁﬁil«tongue plows,

We sowed cotton seed by hand, and hoed it witn eye hoes. M;
ausband hauled rock from the Arbuckle Mountains to Wynneﬁ%od'
‘'with an ox team for a week, and received three busnels of
corn as paypent. ' ‘«;

’ There were no roads at that time, and he dragged rocks
out.of a trail across the Arbuckle Mountains s0 we could go
to Ardmore. This was known as the Kimball Trail end has since

become Highway 77,

¢
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There wefe many oamnon-law marriagea. Meny Qbhpl who

law was extended GVer tho Territory»about 1898,
 We used to have a horror'o; raidg}byethp omanches. People
would.live in sddads, when one or'those‘ragda'waa in progress.
ITnay seluom bothered people unless tn;y’eé;gnt a white man out
alone. Tnen they took his scalp. I can remembei.when they
stole & child end its mother near Woodville. Tne solulers
trom Fort fWashita went after them and the Indians killed both
hother’and child. Tngy stole -horses aﬁ¢'cattle, and white
oni}dren. Ir the child iaaﬁ't large enough to eat they killed
1t., They' liked to”capturo these whi%é children to rear as
tneir Swn. |

“

w My nua?and had the tirst ;addie in thi‘ p&rt or the
Té}ri£ory. He bought 1tvat Fort Bnith and 1t was ot blaéﬁ/
leather with a large flat horn, as.large As a saucer, P;OPIQ
came for hilea éo look &t that saddle.

1 have lived continuously since 1837 in this same old
log house here in the Arbuckle Mountains, near Sorghum Flat,

tour miles south or Davis,

My mother is buried at Tishomingo. és%{“”



