HARJOGHEE, JDMMIE.

INTERVIEW

/

13

useg ,

=
P
Y

%



BARJOCHER, JIMAIE. INTERVIEW, T 12998,

Btllie Byxd,
Journalist,
Pebruary 17, 1938,

*
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Payments And Buried Treasure.

Jim Bullett, en 0ld Indian who now lives south of
Muskogee, likes to tell of the time he aervpd as {nter-
preter for the Indians at the time just after the fivil
_War when the Indians received payments f;om the Goverﬂ;
ment, -

The Indians of those times didn'¢ buyAvery'much of
anxthing beqcause they didn't need so much and the prices
of things were low s0 it seemed that the Indians always
had money on hand 21] timesat théir homes, Th; money
wasp mostly in ggld and was not taken to banks for safe-
kesping ;nt was kept in the homes placed in a pot with a
Ud or in a sack oalled "se-ma-ho th-kam-sego®. (No |
oloa&ng‘but sacks u1£h)dray strings,)

The old Eastern country Indiann had peunded and made
‘ome of the gold coins into rings and ear rings for ornée

ments, I Egzg/hﬁard some of ;he 0ld Indians tell of having
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ﬁ;ard the olddr ones tell of inoidents at the time of the
sinking of the Monmouth on {he Mississippi River., The
whites or the Indians eoming upon viatime of the wreok
would search the bodies for any valuablea.' The tody and
Tingers of some were awollen and had becoﬁa bloated so
that {t was not esagy to remove a ring from th finger bﬁt
by cutting off the finger, the ring wag -Temoved from the
body while the ear rings were Jjust jerked off the ears, of

the dead without much effort.’

1

I have heard from those who have encountered and know
_of some of the superstitiocus occurrences and believe in.

"them as to the reéovery of reported treasures, Different,

410

staories are told and {n numercus ways but these cocurrences

are believed to happen as a proteation of any treasure or
enything sacred that has been hidden by the 0ld Indians

who beliovod,stroﬁgly {n the using of the tridal herbal

medicins prepared especially for the purpose of hiding the

treasure,

There is a certain hilly spot in the Cherokee country

™~ .
where there is reported to be gold that had been buried by

some 0ld Indians, The beliefl is suﬁatantiated by the ap-
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pearance of a feather -~ausing fluttering sounds before
the large rocke Sf the hills just wneh someons approaches
“4{% -~ that s, i with the purpose of locating any treasure
or hunfing for anye NO one hes ever lo~ated any valuables
that nay have been hidden, but some have saan confronted iy.
the eppearange of the Xluttering feather,
I have lived and spent some time among the fherokee
pecple‘and there is one 0ld "herokee Indian lady who lives
in the Cherokee oountry now, who knows of and has told of
§nried gold-- in a éiave. She saw {t when {t was dburied
and knows ;he-exact spot wharé it was buried but her hu;-
" band will not consent to any one digging for it. She says. ' _
Bhe is willing to lead any one to the place but hor husband's
will is respected and she has never led any one to the place,
The young pecple wondar and think about the smount or‘
work that one person did in going about constructing the
split rgil fenae around a chosen spot of ground, F¥ven a
. small sysa of ground took guits s number of the rails to
make a suitable enciosure, .
It took/gbre than one person %0 do all the work required

in the cutting of a tree, trimming, cutting into suftadble
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length logs, the aplitéing of logas and' the hauling of them.
The neighboré of a.community all qoinea in helping One an-
otﬁer in the work of cutting and Qplittigg rails during the
fall and winter mont s when there wasn't field work to be
done, Some of the men cut down trees, somse ;rimmed, some
cut into sultable lengths, some did the aplitting while
ofgérs havled the railas to &8 designated plare, When oOne
place gad enough the party would move on $o another place,

It took two or four men to lay the railis in zig-zagged

fgshion after all the work of fixing them had been completed,



