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Y FORM
V70RKS PROGRH&S AEtf Tl'I STRATI ON

Indian-Pioneer His tory Pro jec t for Oklahoma'

""a Worker* a
Ruth Kerbo.

This report made on (date) 193
Jufcr 84,

1 . Name
Mr. W. T# Ktrbo.

2. Post Office Address

3. Residence address (or location) • •

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Konth

5. Place of bir th
ifertfh

• Bowling

BdlM »outhwd»t of
Day Year

1878

6. Name of Father
J. M. Kerbo

Other information about father

7. Name of-Mother •
Nancy Dunn*

Other information about mother

Place of birth

Place of. birth

Notes or complete narrative by the_field_jaorJcer
and story_of_jfchj3—pepsan- intBTvTeHed, Refer to Manual for suggested_ p g

r jec tsandquest ions . Continue on blank sheets i f necessary and
attach firmly to th i s form. Number of sheets attached
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HQth Kerbo,
Interviewer.
July 24, 1937.

Interview with Mr. W. T. Kerbo
Route 2 . Mangum, Oklahoma

Bom Marsh 27, 1872
Father~J» M. Kerbo
Soother-Nancy Dunn.

The f i r s t time I caine to Oreer County was in De-

cember, 1884« Jack Parkey had coxae on and s e t t l e d near

the Haystack &>u&tains* He l e f t h i s meat bogs In Texas

to be k i l l ed end brought l a t e r . I helped k i : l the hogs

and brought the mt=at in a coverad wagon, ive did not

have any rioney a t a l l . We took our feed and enough food

to l a s t mi t i l our r e t u r n .

The weather was cold end I wee walking along booide

the wagon* 1 happened to look down and aaw a dime. I

picked i t tip end when we came to a s to re I bought some

tebecoo.

I think I had about hundred pounds of meat on my

wagon and I cenH remember what Jack Parkey had in h i s

wagon, probably h i s farming equipment. We bad to stay

e l l night a t Kangum, ai.d the next morning the ground was

covered with snow. We couldn ' t see the t r a i l and X sure
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dreaded to s t a r t out but finally made the t r ip a l l r ight ,

and I started for home the next day.

In the sunaner of 1895, Albert Hopkins, James Hopkins

and I brought about -ne hundred head of horses to this

country* We stayed e l l night a t Dot which waa l a t e r

called Blair . Fifteen of our horses got away a, d we never

found them. I waa give: a horse for helping to drive them

through,

I went back to Iowa Park, Texas, and stayed un t i l

September 18, 1899, when I brought my family to Greer

County seeking a home* I fi led on a claim one-half mile

west and one-half mile north of Blake. Frank Mathis f i l led

out say f i l ing papers,

I made a dugout 12x12 fee t , covered i t with logs and

of nights the boys would r ide yearlings over the top of i t*

We did not have a stove, so we cooked on a camp f i re with

a sk i l l e t and l id un t i l the wenther got too cold, then I

dug out a square hole in the wall of the dugout for a f i r e -

placev I took the post-hole digger and dug a round hole

from the top down to the square hole to serve as the
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chimney for the f i rep lace . This wts successful,

and we used th i s f i rep le te the remainder of the time we

stayed there ,

I went over to the mountains near Blair ard cut posts

off of the mountain to fence ray claim.

I made one crop or. m, claim and i t did not amount to

much* I rented a ; l a c e and lived on i t four years, then

bought 9 place one-half mile west of Russell . I have

lived on i t <t?er s ince .

He made good crops un t i l 1013, when a t t o r i b l e drourht

struck the country*

When I f i r s t eeoe here corn sold for twenty centB per

bushel and cotton wea eight cents per pound. Meize was
f

worth fifteen cents per hundred. There was BO much Maize

everybody made good feed and %e burned i t for fuel. I t

was cheaper than any fuel we could buy.

Wages «r« se*enty~five cents per day without board.

The beat flour sold'for $1.00 per seek, smoked bacon was

eight and one-third cents »er pound* Coffee sold at fifteen

pounds for $1*004 *-
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The f i r s t year I was here I bought a walking c u l t i v a t o r

for $15*00 «nd a 3Od plow for §10*00. Couldn't borrow

money unless you owned a l a rge toerd of c a t t l e •

I hauled dr inking water frot. an ea r th t&nk f ive mil«*s

away u n t i l I made a c i s t e r n to cctch the r a in water* •

There were l o t s of p r a i r i e chipkens. I always used

a case of shotgun s h e l l s through the w in t e r , hunting quail*.

They were very numerous. I sow a few deer and ..aitelope

over near the mountains a t B l a i r ,

The pra i r i© dogs destroyed our crops u n t i l we had to

put out poison to get r id of them. He soaked corn in

water tha t had s t rychnine in i t *

I hauled my f i r s t bale of cot ton from Greer county to

Quanah*6n these t r i p s I usua l ly brought back a load of eo«l

or other s u p p l i e s . The old t r a i l from l&ngum to Quanah

came acrosa ay p l a c e , h e r e .

Mr. £auflfeardner rq« the s t sge and he brought the

mail from quabah to Mangum. He l e f t the mail for the

s e t t l e r s around here a t K. W. Lanford's s to re*

The f i r s t gin was b u i l t a t Hussell in 1901* Corn
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made good, and swoet potatoes grew in abundance* Plunm

and grapes were plentiful on the r i v e r s .

There trau a oue-rooin school house e t Russell*

The Baptist Church was bui l t in 1906, Reverend >
i.

Johr; F, Eder held e meeting under an arbor and eighty-five

persons were baptized at t o close of the meeting* The

Church was organized after that*

Bill Hughes operated a ranch sreet of here. Their

drift fence was three miles west of Russell, running north

to Elm River and south to Turkey Creek* He owned lots of

cattle* Jack Pigford also operated a ranch west of here*
0

Shortly after I came here my wife tool: sick and I had

to go seven miles on horseback to get a doctor* I only

had three dollars and when the doctor was ready to leave

I told him I only had three dollars and I would give it

to him end pay the rest when I oould* He said, nI Just

aim to charge $2.50."

Tim©* were hard in the early day, CouldnH borrow

money and we got along better than we do today*


