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3 1868
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North
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0 r Y
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Elizabeth Cantrell Atlanta,Georgis.

7. Name of Mother Place of bjirth

Married in 1866 to my father,in
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Interview with R. L. Haney
Muskogee, Okiahoma

— . Interviewer, Robert B. Thomas

By

- Indian-Pioneer History,S-149 -
Novembar 19, 1937
I was born August 3, 1868, in Sequoyah County,
Oklahoma.

My father, Newt N. Hansy, a full-blood Chero-

e,

kee, was born in Cherokes, North Carolina, April 1,

1844, and ceme to Oklahoma in 1866. He settled in
Sequoyah County and I was born there two years later.
He was twenty-two years old when he cams to the In-
dian Territory. He died in 1918 at Shawnee, Oklahoma,
and is buried thora;

My grandfather fought under General lLese and 'hs
in the battle of Missionary Ridge and others,

My father was a leader smong the Cherokees.When
he ceme to Oklahoma he began to take an interest in
tribal affnirs and attended all public meetings.

My grandfather was a physician in North Cerolina;
was in ths Revolutionary War,

By mothor; Blizabeth Cantrsll, was born in At-

lanta, Georgia. She came to Sequoyah County in 18686,
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- {mmediately after her marriages t4 my father.
Her father was Irish, his neme was Wooley. He
—-—ceme from Dublin, Ireland, with his wife.
I am half-blood cherokoe.

My mother 4ied in 1926 and is bur\qd at Pawhuska, '
. \

\

Oklahoma. \

I was educated 1n thé country ochoola\ ot S;aqubyah
Gounty then went to oarnale ahore I graauat&i in 1895,

I was a acout t'or ém goverament for severhl
ysars. I lived mmong the Sac and Fox Indians near
Shawnee and was at Jim Thorp's father's death bed.

I knew his family intimately) he is a great athlete.
My ohildren went to school with him.

The Government sent me to various reservations to
advige the Indians'h/mé, Jto farm and how to make an
honest living. I was sent to 0ld Koiioo by the
Government to look after aane Cherokees and Kickapoos.
I was with the uyandottes‘in Toronto, Canada, I was
in chargo,‘qf the Omahas at Fremont, Nebraska. I
. was moné’ thn Pl&ina tr/lbn threo y‘para in Western
Oklahoma, helped the /Govommnt 1fsno ragiona and

41id scout work for thﬁ Government .

/
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Then I was on a ranch in Western Oklahoma
soms time and learned a great dsal about . the habits
and customs of the Plains Indians. I sold & bunch
ér d;mtnchno\énd‘bhoiunﬁii"i’hog one time that had
been dead three days, they gave me three loads of
wood for it. They called a meeting that night and
had about seventy-five Indians there and made merry.
They beat tom toms and ate the hog; roa;ted some of
it ;nd ate some raw. They danced all night and day.

I have seen the Plains Indians have a dance
called the Hog Dance. They all congregate in a
shady place and build a bonfire and hang Q hog to a
tree. They would ocut it up in pieces and beat it
up fine and take a wooden spoon and give each Indian
a spoonful of raw meat, including ontrailg and dlood,
then sing and dance and eat more. They would con-
tinue this until daylight, or until they bad eaten
all the hog.

The Comanches, Cheyennes and. Arapahoes were the
most nnmor§§l of‘any‘or the Plalna Indians.

\

& :
/37 oxperience smong the Plairn¥ Indisns is that .
they are

the most interesting of any tribdes.
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I saw the first train that ever came to Musko-
gee over the Missouri Ksmsas and Texas Railroad. I

\
believe it was fifty-nine years ago. ®

.

—___ I have five children, all grown.

L

I knan_BQQNQQriqgip and. my brother was’near
when he was killed by United States Deputy Mershals,
either Heck Thomas, Bill Oliver or Bi%; Tilghman1§

I was a witness in a case where,Win&;'Mitoheil
killed s Cherokee named Johnson in self defense.
Judge Parker turned him loose. N

We sre proud of the Cherokes rade. They h;ve
furnished a great many fine citizens: °~ Robert OQQn,
¥. W. Hastings, Houston B. Teshes, and Sequoyah, the
inventor of the Cherokee alphabat,

My fa?hor learned the chsrok;o aiphabet when hes
first cumngto Indian Territory. He helped a lot of
Cherokses in ths art of talking this language.

The early Cherokees said old Sequoyah was orazy.
His wife and children thought he was crazy b;cauoe
he would atay in the woods singing funny songs and

warbling like the binds.
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One daughter began to help him, Perhaps he
would have nsver completed his task if she had not
comforted him when all the rest turned him down.
Tho'Oherokaoo_ara proud of him; his statue
is in the Hall of Panme,
Robert L. Owen is the author of the Federal

Reserve System and thers are hundreda of outstand-

ing Cherokess in Oklahoma.
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