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Zeidee B, Band, | ‘ ¢
Interviewer,
October 19, 1937.

An Interviev with Mrs. Fannie E,
Borden, A3 tus, Ok!ehoma.
I Jive with my children nov,sometimes in Celi-
rornia; sometimes in Texas and sometires in Qkiéhoma,
but the years from 1877 to 1885 I spent in this coun- /
try almost all the tiﬁe,for I ingisted on accompanying
my husband on the treil when he would start mart . with
his cattle in the fall,
In 1876, I was ready to go away to schoql.ti‘lived'
in Ellis Coun-y, Texas,with)my parents. .
'battle dropped in price to where & good, prime,
fat three yeer o'd would bring QnWy_two or three dollars,
Father raised cattle but nsever hrove them north to market,d
always sellihg to some herd boss es the catt'e ceme
through on the way to market.
I$ was out of the question for me to be sent awasy
g¥o school w%;h ca;tle at that price. I was moody &nd

despondent.

~
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Mr. Borden had been driving his herd through
from farther west far several years snd we fe‘f thset
we knew him quite well for his herd elways moved slow-
-1y; for several yesers he hed p‘anngd to have his herd
winter between the Red Rivers ané drive on into bodge
City in the spring. His cattle would get on the
market early and be prime beef if they were pot too
long on the trail,

I had an onz% sister, end in those deays it wes
not proper for a sister to goia1one even with en es-
cort so, while nevef having b&aux righf;out, I had
been with sister so meny times'that it seemed I knew
all about sociéty. I was 1a;g and well developed for
my ege. No one realized thst I was only thirteen.

Mr. Bord;n had 8'ways admired me and ﬁad often
stayed at our house three or fou; weeks wiile he dbar-
gained for cattle in fhe local n?ighborhood. He al ways
seid he had his eye on me, just waiting until I had
finished aschool so‘when he found me despondent he was
;fraid to go away again without éﬁtaining my promisge

to wait for him, or marrying me then. I was willing

'
v
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but when he approached\my parents and found out my
age he was ;ery much surprised but 1néi$ted on
marrying and so he promised to Yeave me home with
my perents for two years, and that he w;LTd come and
stay as long as he could and‘as often as he cou'd.
" In February, 1878, our first son was born end I
did not know where my husband was, except that he was
gsomewhere to the north with his cettle., Letters were
very uncertein and there was always the fear of Indians.
Mr.’Bordén always assured me tﬁat he went far to the
west of the Indidh reservation an@ never hai any fesr,
but nevertheless, I was afraid for him.

When he ceme home I laid the Yav down. 1 wes go-
ing to accompany him. ¥here he went I wou‘d‘go; his
dengers would be my dangers; his joys my joys; his
sorrows my sorrows if I wes to be his wife}NT would
not hsve it any other way.
| .:Between the Red Rivers, north end west of Vermon
somewhere there was a stream which we called Boggy

.because the cattle were always bogging down in it.

N . ¥ hd
About two miles away from Boggy Creek, Mr, Borden had
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‘his cowbays dig us & ho’e in the ground end Yine
'the'yalie with white flat rock thet wss in abun-
dance everywhere over the country, even ;ui1ding
the rock walls two or %gree Teet abo;e the grouné.
Thinggcame his hesdquarters for more then six
months 'out of every yeer un£11 after 1835, Since
our son was not quite a year o'd, we persuaded an
o'd negro mammy who had been one of my faether's
eTaQes to céme with us ;hat first fall,

A1l through thet winter and into tﬂe spring
Sid (my husband) was home often aﬁd I was not s0
ionesome for I had.?ur black mammy, and the chucg
. wagon always brougﬁt our proviaiona when they
_wené out for theirs and we trieé to bring in
enough to do t;o o; three months at & time. ¥hen

\

~the herds moved north to marketlsid waited until the
herd wes we'l into Kansas-before he followed, then
he got on his favorite sadd'e horse and pushed on

rapidly to be there with the herd:to sell.

After selling he was to hurry back to me

<
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and then we would go back into EY'is County nesr my
people for the summer.

My nearest white neighbor was ten miles away.

I had never seen Aer but Sid said there was & méh
over there :n that dugout lh?vhad a women with him.
I never did see hex. | '

The spring opened up blustery. .How the wind did
blok! We had on'y surface water. It was hnuTedvin
barrels for the house use. |

The cettle market broke; instead of Sid getting
back in six or’eight woeks he was gone over three
months, Beby hed sickened, I aid not know what was
the matter with him. Nothing wou'd s£ay on his
stomach. The May rains cams a;d hot sultry days

followed, or I hung over the baby &)1 the time.

He Mmas burning up with fever. We kept wet cloths on

his hesd and bathsd his Yittle body with water.,
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thhing relieved him. He grew wesker, finally one
morning, Sid rode up and was’comp‘étély surprised %o
-f£ind us up and alarmed over the bebys., Al speed was
made to Yoad a wagon end steft south with him dut it N
was too late. Ere the sun sank‘ke broathéd his Yast.
On é little rise not too far sway, Sid dug &
1ittle grave and we faehig&a bo'x the kest we could
-and wrapping hinm in his best dress we ’pid him to

rests There was no one to mourn with us except the o'd

/}

negro mammy. She ;rooned a 1&11aby,and 1 tried tg read
-from the Bible but teams blinded.my eyes so there was
not mﬁch reading. Our first born. I‘cou‘d not bear to )
leave that gpot; on'y a white stone at t&% head and 5
foot marked the place, after a’few ;eeks I was. more
reconciled and we went back to Mother's. ﬁut ~hen

fall came egain, it was too lonesome for black Mammy

and she refused to come.‘ I came on alone anyway. I
knew Sid would try harder to get home everyﬁight it

1 was slone and I wes to be neer the baby's grave and

I was not afreid soméyay. 1 never saw him from day'ight
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to dark but if there ceme & stretch of several
daysgof bag'weather 8id would stay Pome vith me,
I was always 1hft a gun and I could shoot as good
88 most of the men &nd I often went fishiﬁg. There
was not much to read. I had my Bib;e,a few books
and newspspers. Sid's people in Alabema were good
sbout sending books and se'dom did anyone g; to
Vernon for supplies that they did not bring me
back somsthing to rqed. His sisters sent a book or
two. X

Thers wss 8 1ittle gtream sbout three qusrters
of a mi'e from us thet I sometimes -fished in but I
usually went to Boggy. It wes on'y two miles away
and 1 elways got fish if I went to Boggy. There wes
a rumor of a pair of lions or panthers in the country.
- They were playing havo; with the young calves.

There were seversl herds a’wa;a grazing through
this country. Sid said to me one night, "Listen desr,
until these cats are kilTed,'w;n't you promise Qe you

will not go fer from the home, newer as far as Boggy
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to fiah?“ I promised. One day sevé:él men came riding

: s

up and asked 8id to,go‘with them on & hun% for the Cats,

He resdily agreed, Kiasing me goodby, he said "Now don't

‘1ook for me until you see me coming for i? wil) not give:
up until thoag cats are capturod‘ar ki11e§ and we,may

bave to run them several deys for we do not know just

-

’ v

where they are ho’gdiup". 411 that day I wes lonesome
end night céme and Ne did not come,” The next day the
wind was blowing a hurricene but iﬁ was not very co’d,
1 seemed to be more lonely then ;ver. I seid to my-
self -T know what I'11 do, I wi}) get my hook and _ -
Yine and get & nice mess of riag:ror supper. Surely |
Sid will come home some time t&day". I- stopped at.

the branch but the wind was so hiéh thet no bite could
1 éqt. I woes determined not to be outdone so rolling
my line aroundé my pole I went along to Béégy. I had
hardly set myself down end cast my 'ine into the water
before I remembered thatvI hed promised Sid not to go
so far away from home. "Well®, I thought, "now I am

here I might as well stay". There was a p'um thicket
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jua{'. aeros-s the creek from me snd s I sat there-.I
began to think what s wild lonesome place this was R
and to wonder what it; those cats had chosen that
very plum t‘hicket for a hiding place.
The wind was so high and blustery that not
even birds w?ro hopping) about chirping es usual, ‘Tho
eeriest long drawn out wail I had ever heard came to
me seemingly from just beyond the plum thicket, I
seemad slmost paralyzed with ‘fright. -‘f'hen it came
agaein. I did not wait for the third weilj I tixrow
my pole down and sp;ad up the bank as fast as I could
and ran for home, |
*courae I had heérd of thg y&l1l of a panther
' but hed never actually heard one. There may heve been ,
doudt in my mind as to what had utiersd the cry but
there was no doubt ahout me being th st frightenad
I was ever in my life. I ran end ren the entire two
miles. I was out of broath‘a; hafdly had 1 gotten

down the steps of our home untsl 8id rode up end called.
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I did not have my sunbonnet off end was &'’ out

of breeth but went up to see what he wented., KHe
1eaﬂed from his horse end offered me my fishing
pole end 1ine; "This is yours'it 1; not?" he ssid.
"I cennot stay. %e are on the trsck of the panther
enc. just where he crossed the water ge made a treck
right by this pole end I thought I recognized it

30 brought it by to see if you were &l rightf’ﬁo
turned hia horae‘eﬁd gelloped away and was not.
gone en hour before he was back with the largest
Mexicen lion that either of us had ever seen, ¥hen
the other men hesrd sbout my Iiﬂe gnd pole beiné
right where the cat hed crossed Boggy they gave me
the pelt, We tanned it\and made a rug -to go _by the
bed thet lasted many yesrs but I could herdly Yook
at it for & Yong time.without a shuddeg,;amembefing
tret eetie cry end woncering what would have happened

hed I not run,

374
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Summer‘with my parentsJCame agein &nc with the
£a1) ceme oué<gécond baby ( & girl).’ It wes out of
the question for me %0 bring so small a beby into the
wildernesa gnd efter ’osing our first onepl reTuctant-
1y consented to be left behind with my ;arente again,
When the next fe'l ceme beby wes neering her first
birthday so i refused to b; Teft beﬁind and  came into
the wi'derness sgain. _
It was not so lonescme witg baby qﬁgéys with me.
fhe cowboys who Toved to visit &t the dugout rigged me
up éoﬁ%?iyd offcrad1e fo; her "Carrie™ we called her
far short. Her full neme was Caroline Lucille. I always:
said\the crad]e was made from the end gates of wagons |
for tbat is what it 1ocked 1ike to me but I never knew,
I could put Cerrie %o sleep &nd run ouf for the IittTOP
outsignggzg_zﬁhad to do 1f Sid was away.
One morning I put @farrie to s¥sep an. hurried out -
to haﬁg of more properly spreed on the‘grass some clothes

to dry. She was just crawling good and Iearn;ng to pull

up by anything she coulc grasp. I thought I hed not been
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outside 1ong énough for ‘her %o ggt her nap out

vhen I heard her scream., I Tran doré the steps éq
*fast as I could on'y to find she had.gotten out

of the creddle and no doubt crewled toward the
fireplace where the wood had 811 burned to red hot
coats. P6881$1y’she hacd tried t;‘sfand alone., I

“do not know but she hid gumbled into the fire end
her two 1ittle hends #ére buried in those red hot
coale of fire and I was afraid her fece was in them
too, I grabbed her'up with some of"the coals stick-
ing to her haan yet, but her fece hed not hit the
f;re. I knockeq the coa1s off but 00u1d not touch
the hands. They looked 11ke they weré burned to 8
crisp. Baby was screamipng to the top. of her voice.
The n;;rest neighbor was ten miles away. 8id was
gone for the day. We never had many remedies in our
primitive homes, I did have plenty of nice syrup’
and a lot of soda. I Yaid badby down, grebbed up a

diaper, tore it in two end poured ‘a generous supply

of syrup on two pieces and I placed a hand full of
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soda. ‘I tied each‘handfup separately in this
mixture, ] walked tke floor with her 811 day ;nd
" part of the might. ¥1d ceme in sbout midnight end
"Rhen he took turns walking her. We had syrup a1
over us both, She ouieted along about deylight,
and went ;o sleep, i‘1et this syrup stey on the
hends three deys. I was afreid if the hends begen
to hesl without each finger wrapped separstely the
fingers might g;owvtogethér.
So the thiéd dey we unwrapped them‘as car;;
fully. as we could snd took a Yook to see what we
might do, I will mever forget the sight. There
_ was scarcely eny ftesh left on tpe'bbges in the praim
‘of her hands at all. I prepared nice soft white'raég,
spr;ad 8 geherous coat of lard (the on'y pure grease‘
1 h;d) and wrapped esch finger separately. I dress-
ed the hands every three days until they we;e heal ed,
They healed without a scar But I always thought her
handskvéry small end thin but they were never disfigurg

ed in anyway or stifg for which I was very thenkful,
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Sid's oldest brother was drowned thet summer
in Avebems, leaving a son asbout twelve yeers of - »
age Q, whose mother had di\gd a‘t the boy's birth. A
maiden sister came out and brought the boy, Fred, to
us. When the time came to g0 x}orth egain, no one
wanted me to goe I hed a.pretty good ides where

the cemp wes and ‘the direction to go for 1 hed mede

the trip several times, though there were no rea?

-

defined roads & 1ot of the way. I let them go with-
out me, I might say "start without me"for I had a
c .

plen in my head, If the meiden sunt would comsent

to go with nie, I intended to load my wagon and teke
Fred and hesd north andé be at the stone dugout be-
fore Sid. We a ways Yert everything .in it when we
ent back in the summer end since we l;ad made séver- .
al trips there wersa good man:y; pieces of fixrnig:re,
tabies and chairs, & rocking chair bnd meny dishes

accumilated. I would have to teke in the wagon only

our clothes, enough bedding to do the nights we had

to cemp out and food for the trip. Traveling light I

Lot
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felt sufe we ought to be there shead of Sid, after
giving him three days/start. Fred end 1ittie Auntie
were iilling for §9é/ad§enture. We had to go avay
out of the way to avoid some of the bo&s recogniz-
ing the team but we made the trip shead of them end
great wag Sid's surprise whensne neared our dugout
to see a Tight, Supposing someone had om'y stopped
for the night he rode up.)A’though we had ﬁd real

| legal right to the location, usually people of the
far places respected what was not theirs and any-
thing Yeft was ssfe. You never knocked at a
pioneer's door, you a'ways "hello-ed". We knew his
voi;e of.cou?éefgo I aegf'Fred uﬁ to ans;qf, think-
ing meybe Sid would not recognize him in the half
.light that the gtera gave. He did though end came
tumbling down into the dug out. He wes so glad to

see us all safe snd well that I did not come in for

mich of a scolding. That was quite a journey for

two women, a bab} snd & boy of twelve to mske in those

daya . !
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My third beby ceme that wiﬁter, enother girt.
¥ had hot just reaslized what it would beVWike to
have my baby away from doctors end frieﬁds. Yhen
we knew she was expected Listle A;ntie égﬁe-her

" hand made faréa end yards of lace and made dresses
from pure 'inen petticoats that belonged to her,
for as she said, "If/]I am to V“ive in this feraway
country what use will I ever have for linen pétti-
coats?* So mypreirie baby had the most elaborate
1ayétte of any of the other children.

So my praiérie baby was a good six months o:d

_ 'oi nearer nine months old before her birth wes ever

: registergd fbr'théxicouWQ no£ be regipteréd until
we word in 3111; County akain.y.

The Tarantulas anﬁ snakes éeve’me the most
scaress Hid's brother Ben ceme to this country and
hunted up his brother's camp. When it begen to be
warm I was sitting in the rocker nursing my baby when

I heppened to look down at her hewd-end right on my

erm, coming to rest when it recched the baby's head,
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was 8 very large tsrentula. I did not want to move
for fear it would bite my beby. I had on e light
dress end you could see the Spid;r very clearly.

I called Eeﬂ who cané to/see whet wes wanted., It

was not quitg dark ebove the ground. I tod him

to find the metches end Vight e 'ight nd then come
end kil a tarantuls >n my arm next to the baby's
head. That excited him so he could never £ind the
matches, A% last I seid, "Come and ki1l the tarsa~
tula, I am sure you cen see it ageinst my wﬁite's1eeve

<

for I can.. I never rea)'y knew whether the spiderp

» - '-7\

PR

. R _}.t
bit me-or whether Ben hit so hard that it csused my

am to rise and e knot to comelup on the beby's heead.

381

The forse of the blow crushed the spider, it was quite °

desd.

Ed

I was very g'ad to have my sistet-in-law with me
for 1 had never been teught to cook. 'So meny of Pa's
negroes refused tq be freed snd followed us to ?exas;

. we were really negro poor for-a long ‘time for Pa cou'd
not beer to see them éo hungry &nd would feed them

without the right to work them:
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It was expensive for'me to Yearn to cook q

fer eway from & bese of supply. Sid often.sat
Je thought I fed him batter.Cakes?or two‘years
after I bdegen % cook.. They were good though a?d

he did not tire of them for every meal he happe;ed g
to eat at home. He ng er knew how meny times I had
tried to cook something good to eet on'y to mske a
failure a;d run-and throw it away and hurry to make

my bstter-cekes so he would never kndw I cou'd not
cook.

The frontier men were always courteous and I

\
\

have fed meny of ;hem whén they would come riding Q?.
They were always ;nvited\to"11ght and eat."” If si

wes Nome, &1 right. If- not, el fignt. It wes. PRI
the same, . If it was a stormw night they were invit-
ed to gtay-in the dugqut and usuglly stayed.‘ ¥e had
curtains to.put up around the beds which -were buil

with ofe side and end alweys fastened to the walls,

Wé called them “bunks", ~

38

A
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As the years went by more of the women'cpme

with the men, I never had & neighbdr nearer_#han
five miléa though, L

Once when my néighbors were butchering hogs,
it wes ¢old end windy and their 1ittle son é?apd,
four years o1d got tired of staying a'one, He
came up to see what they were 81 doing end tsking
one of the Yarge dbutcher knives he begen: to p‘ay g%.
'Helf reclining on the top of the dugout, he dropped
the knife right across his nose, slicing it off sas
¢lean as you plesse. As he screamed and e)' rean to | =
see whet was wrong, his grendmother grebbed him end

resking suo egg she stuck the nose back into place,

bandaging it .snd tying his hends behind him so.he

'Fcoild not rud it off. The nose g}ew into place

>

- beautifully with only & slight ridge to show it ever
man nc¢v,

. occurred. The child, a [is ati11 living and s stran-

.ger would hardly notice the ridge. The man is & grey

headed grandrather)himeelf oow,

Those first yesrs we never had chickens end it
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was & part of my pleasure to go hunting for bird

eggs for the home uses I had to 'earn to know

by the color of & préirie chicken or duck or

hawk egg if it was fresh enough to be esten or if

the mother ﬁad al ready started her setting, for 1

did not Yike to distumb a setting bird and the eggs

were not good either, A baé?%%d a s8lick yellow cast,

I petted everything I could get to stay with me, I

even had bottles.of, spiders thet I would feed and
watch by the hours, I have often wondered if I did |
not have a black Widow without knowing it for I had
quite a variety, often carrying them in my handker-
chief to the house if I hsppened to find one when I
was out walking or hunting eggs.

Some way I could-ne;eriiearn to‘qét a terrapin
or tuﬂﬁ}e,but\have eaten prairie dog, rabbit;-coon,
squirrel, bear, deer, antelop;, possum, hawk, ow!, and
my black mammy fixed snske the winter she wss with

na. I ate it not knowing what I wes eating. She
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reested it in the coa's. It-tasted all right to

me but I never cooked one myaelf.



