Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



BOEDECKER, C. W,

INTERYIRW



¥ ¥ &

BOEDECKER, C. W, ~ ¢ INTERVIEW, 8466 ' -

. Form A-(S-149). [ ¢
BIOGRAPHY FORM _ :
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION ;

Ind ian-Pioncer History Project for Ok;ahoma

}Field Worker'ts name Zaidee 8. Bland |

This report made on (date)' ‘ September 9 1937
1, Neme . Co W. Bosdecker '
2. Post Office Address Altus, Oklahoma .

3, Residcnce address (or location) 614 West Broadway Street

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month September Day 28  Year 1871
5, Place of birth Wiisconain i
B Name of Father .G' A. W. Boedecker Place of birth ' Germany

Other information about father Merchant

7., Name of Mother Alena uaylor a Place of birth cormany

_Other information about mother ,'

Notes or complete narretive by the field worker dealing with the life arnd
story of the lerson interviewed, Rofer to Manual for sugizested sub jects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if ncccssar; and attach firmly to
this forms Number of shecets atteched 9 . ‘




-

A -

99
BOEDECKER, C. W. INTERVIEN . 8466 :

Z2aides B, Hland
Interviewer
September 9,1937

A Y

Interview with C. W. Boedecker ’
614 West ‘Broadwa}r St. Altus, Oklahoma,

-~

—~

I was with the surveying party who cut‘ intoqgecfions
the Choctaw, Cherokee and Creek Natians. uur real head-

quarters were at Denison, Texas but we came into Oklahoma

-~

from the north out of Kansas. ‘>
Our company consisted of enough men and efuirment to -

establish four camps. These camps were to be aboug; seven

=~

Each camp had eight or-nine men and four

)
dram by large mules. The vaé&s were . >

Sﬁdeﬁ&wa. fieXdrove only two mules to each wagon but
they were the regulation Government mules about sixteen
hands high. ‘We each had g tent and a cot besides the mess
tent and orficera'" tent. Our ‘wegulations and e'quipnant"ero
like the army has at all times,
Nages “
¥e each received $30.00 ,pe%nohth an¥ board: We thought

thgt 'good wages and I w9uld not have given 5§ ts for the

entire stats at that time,

" \\
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RATIONS.

fie were fed just like the army on a mar&h. fle were
allowed to buy very little fresh fruit, meat or vegetables
from the people., dowever, there was a lot of fruit amd
melons and these were aluayé given us in abundance by the
natives,

PEOFLE WE ENCOUNTERED.

There were no people living in the country we were
surveying-except Indiané and squaw men, We could always
tell when we came to farms that were owned by squaw men
for there were differeat improvements on them, large houses,
spacious barns and hospitality. Thege large plantatiyns
were indeed good. t0 look at as they looked.so well kept
and prosperous.

Ths orops w&re mostly\corn, cane and cott;n which
all grew luxuriantly. Corn was taller than the hoad of
a man on horseback, 'Every plantation had acres of orcharda;
All fruit was free for the asking and somstimes we did not
wait fof them to ask us,

1 remember once we camped near a place where they

bad been orushing the apples for cider. and we thought it
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" would be fine to crush applea and drink the juice just
as it cames fram ths press., We crushed and drm our
£ill but alqs‘. thers was the sickest btmciz of mean you
ever sav in a faw hours. I guass we must have drenk more
thin we thought we did,

- CAMPS.

o always tried to camp as near good water as possible
but avoided trees., There wez;e 50 many windstorms that
would blow down limbs and some times whole trees that. vo
le;.rned to avoid shady places. Once when we were away from
c&np we could sas a very large black ¢loud and knew thesre
would be rain anf wind but were not prepared for such a
total wreck of our\teuts as we found on arriving at camp.

T Everything was bl,om\ domn and -there were so many holes in
_our tents tliat the Govermmntyhad to send us nevw ;noa.

That was a night of horr&r as the wind dblew, the ligatning
craahed. and tbhe thunder roared and we lnd cnly such shslter
‘as the wagons afforded and our camp was & total wreck, All
ths larger etremga were ferried across but the smaller mes
were forded. Sometimes we would be surprised to have our
« vagons go suddenly down to the hub and then all eight mules

would have to be hitched to it to get out, We never seemed

to be able to guess where trouble luri:ed from the looks of

—
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the surtace.‘ All roads had to be cut and always a path cleared

for the flagman to be aéen. The instruments we used were very
. agcurate and seldom did they give the signal for the flag to be

dropped that it was not ;@i'rectly over the line staone.

| It beat eny country I ever saw to try to get information

as no one would tell a thine, BEveryone acted suspicious of any

stranger. ‘.

We all had tg-uoar wading boots and h;d to push tprough
swvamps amid the snakes and oﬁatruotions. The dew was as bad
as a-rain and we were usually wet to omjaiaists il atter

:wilgvan o'elock every morning., ¥e did.not.ggve hours but worke
ed towards an end of a line all the tims,

Tarantulas, snakes and centipedes gavé ﬁ? tpe most soares
but no ene in our party was ever harmed by them, but hornets gnd
goaqﬁit&?s gave us‘realfééncern. One da§ our chain man went up
a little E‘iso and tumbiod forward on his facs and we thought
him dead f?cm heart trouble. e ran tQ him for examination but

e cgﬁld not find anything 'rdng 80 lifted him up*to tdke him to

the wagon when somsone noticed a large lump forming on his temple

then we knew he had been stung by a hornet,
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) the hornets would maié our teams run away and once
stung‘by a hornet aside fram the pain you would be Yory
aick all over for eeveral hqurs. The mosquitoes ( we
oallod tham gallinippera thoy .were 8o large) would bite
all the time and at nights we heod -to have a smdge in
the tent to keep the pests out and that would make the
tent 80 hot that a man could scarcely sleep, The bite
of a hornet cansed us to have boils all over our bodies.
I was laid up once twenty one days and I think I maat
have had a‘-hundred boils on ms. lhere were five under
each aéﬁ and the boys cut sticks to rest my arms in to
héld them out from my body.- i1t was hard to éet ; doétor

‘ to lance the boils for we were seldam c¢lose snough to a
settlement éo have one s0 we just had to let nature takae

" her course and her course was long snd painful. kalaria
caused chillsland fever. Ihere was never a day some of
the men was not laid'up with a chill, Everytime we came
near a town soms of us boys would go in and buy the toun‘
out 6f Groves Iasteless Chill Taoniec. Our supplies all
came marked Ue S. A. 20 we could have all the whiskey we

wan ‘ed ahd lemons. We got most all our wearing clothes
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:. t;.‘cm Montgomery W;ard'ﬂ out of Chicago. Our boots were Thomp=-
son uinbys and they cost us 12,00 a pair, Everyone did his
" om laundry at odd timss and on‘Sun;ay. . | ]
v There was oné ﬁepuliar'thing about these caﬁps; there*
' was not a msical instrument in the gntire'camé, not & herp
' fiddie onr accerdicn. 1 never could account for that for
. -usually overy camp had a fiddle or harp. Sundays were spent
.~ 1R playing ball by'teams'of the Qiffergnp_génpa agd in play-
ing pokexr for pecans., .here we;e lots of pecans and’%e‘ségd
iﬁbm in various ways fog exchangse instead of money., unce Qé
were campfig near an old gin and‘we'all turn;d in pretty early
and L was,lying there being lonegomo when L heard the notes
a fiddle very distinctly. I got up to liatenﬁand’decidod that
it was coming from that old gin shéd., L thinks to myself,
"Now, we are lmving a neighborhobd dggge and it will be fun
to attend.™ So L waked up the boys and over Qe went, it was
a stag‘'dance the boys were pufting on to fool us and were we
fooled and mad} ‘?wished that I had ﬁever.heard a fiddle for
th;; caﬁé fretty near beating upon me for my budcies thought
1 was in uitp the natives in planning the joke,

© T cen't remember wild animals of any size except razor

back hogs. ihese were long, thin with sharp backbonss s=nd
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Wo wers really cfraid of them, ihose "boogers" were danger-
ous if they caught you alone without a weapon.

feop}e along ;h; way would have hog killing times. It
looked to me like everyone.for miles around would gather and
make a Big fir%athen the hunters would go into the woods eand
ki1l hogs and hogs while the men left at cemp would cleen or
scrépe the hogs and cut them up until everyone had all the
meat he wansed. Ue wers always offered some but that was
one kind of meat I would never eat- g razor beck hoge

I remember we passed through a town cal}o& Hog Town -
once, They had for the name the picture of a big hog and
after the picturs of the hog the word Town. ihichever way
our lines %ent we had to cu£ 3 road\and somstimes it would go
right through a maﬁ's corn or cotton. It looked iike a shame
to cut.aoun so much of a fallow's crop.but Government ordqrg/
must be obeyed. ‘Sometimes the IndiAns ﬁ?uld‘éet mad and.try
to stop us. :he Creeks banded together and refused to let us
" ¢ross their strip and we hud to send for .he boas to make peace. )

~he threatened .them with the sol'disrs and we were allowa& to go

on but we kept a sharp look-out for fear of an ambush, Ve were
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t0ld to keep our mouths shut and not to have trouble but
to get the job done the quickest we could,.

My brother was mound man end he also carried the
lunch with him in the wagm. Sometimes we would get lost
from ﬁim‘and would not have a bite to ‘eat until we got to
camp again in the evening. :he thickets and river bottoms
were bad to get through. Whenever we cams éo a meandoring'
river we would pull off our clothes and wade down the stream -
gﬁtil we found the direction. .Wé camped near Jelle Starr's
grave., Over the sides of her grave are two large slabs of
‘merble with a roof, ihe front is marked by a horse, a bell
and & sfar, which are engrgved on thé stone.

Yie were‘all a more or less superstitious bunch. tne
night we were la%e pitching camp so when we came to a iitfla
c¢learing near running water we 5;de campe. 'rha next morning we
found'we were in a graveyard., The boss's cot was right over
‘a gra;e. ¥e were not long in moving that camp. e surveyed
and sectionized but I never dreamed then that I would make
the state my hdmo for practioally the rest of my life, ¥e
wers real near the Arkansas line once vhon a big long old

hillbilxy cams over and tried to pick a fuss with us claim-
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ing Qe ked killed one of his hogs. He had to search our
camp but of courss he found nothing. He left grumbling
and threatening and said if he ever did find evidence we
might just as well get ready for uabriel's horn.

I wonder if anyone remembers a little yellowish root
called an Indian turnip., I did not know what it was but one
of —the boys did and peraqaded me znd scme of the others to
taste it. It drew up ﬁ; mouth and made me spit roap until
f‘thought I was going to die. The mére water I drank the
worse off I was., My tongue got thick and I think my mouth
burned for a week.

I remember some of the to:ﬁs we camped near were
.Bufaula, Checotah, Hebbers falls, MckKay, end Muakogee, I do
no; remember all of ;ham I am sure but then there were mostly
just a post otrioe)a store or-two aﬂd‘somatimas a cotton gin
in any of the toma. W%e had to go to stations on the Katf
" for all our supplies that weldid nét bring in with ﬁﬁ. That

was the only railroad through the country. at that time,



