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Grace Kelley .
Investigator

April 22, 1938,
Interview with Mrs, ¥illte Blair, .
Henryetta, Oklahoma,

My grandfatﬁer Perrymén took his ?aﬁily to Texas
when his children were very small. I don't know the
year nor‘the reason but it might have been)becauae of
the Civii ¥ar., I can't remember my srandparents.. Mother
was reared in Texas and married there, I was a small gzirl
when my parents‘moved to the Indian Territory. | |

They had two wagons with oxen, Mother drove one and
Fagher dro§§ the other with chairs, tubs and lant rns
'-éticking out on all sidés, ~ﬂe crossed Red River at Sﬁan}sh
VEoft,in ﬁontague‘CcuﬁQy Tgxﬁa which was called Yellow Bank
Cro;sipg. This hrosaing_Was ferried ﬁhen t e water was up
ax;d,roxjdeci “hen 1t was down,

- -ﬁad River Flood,. o

Pather was a white man aﬂd at that time had'plenty of
money., He Bectured a farm and some stock ind by May had an
extra good start toward éaking more monef. Then in May a
flood came and Red River went all over the farm. There was

fourteen feet of water right around our house and two fami=-'

. 1lies were on top.of dhe house from eleven o'clock_oné morning
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until half-past two o'clock the next afternoon. The water
spread three ﬁilea in one direction and four miles in the
other. Finally a boat came to our rescue and they were btrave
men in that boat or they would have left us to go on down
the river with the stock, chickens and other things. There
were no banks 1A/thoee days so most of our money was washed
away too, The only things we had left when the flood was
over were the two spans of oxen that were found eight of
niane miles down the river after the watér receded, Nobody
knows whether these oxsn kept out of reach of the water or
whether tie water washed them dowﬂ the river.
Move to Weogufkee _

“ Mother said that shs was going to hgr veonle in the
Creek Nation so they got a used wagon. I imagine they traded
one yoke of oxen for it and startei\for the Creek Nationﬂ The
places we passed through were all small such as Ardmoréy/White
Bead and we crossed the South Canadian River at Lexington. \
Mother was wéll acquainted with Governor John Brown of the °
-eminoles so“we camped at Sasakwa for a month and ‘hen came

on to a 1ittle place called Weogufkee -on Shell Creek, closs

to where Hanna was later built.
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Accidentally Fed Belle Starr

When we were camped at Sasakwa some riders came to ouf
camp just as we were getting ready to eat supper. There were
three of tﬁem and they appeared to be part Igdian. There was
one woman who did ail of the talkins, She asked kother for
aéme'coffee 80 Mother told them to sit down and eat their sup-
per. Ahey left their horges a little way from our camp to
rraze., After they had'eaten the woman offered to pay Mother
who just supposed they were settlers who Hud been ;o Buraula
on business and refused any pay, It was customari to feed
;ravelers that way and then when you went traveling you would
feel at home wherever you atoépod. i

About three hours after these peopls had left Father
came home from where he had been helping to build some fences,

. A
He was having to work for others as much as possible to feed

|

hie family. He told us thbt Belle Starr and two of her men
had gotten the Seminole payroll, That was one time that Mother
rezretted having fed strangers.

Robbery of the Seminole Payment.

]

The Ceminole payment was brought to Eufaula on the train.

From there it was brought on through to Sasakwa on the stage
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uhich was uaualkgéa covered wagon with two teams to the wagzon

Several Lighthorasemen rode on each sids of the wagon and guard-

¥ e o
Aad th; money, <Lhey had delivered'?ze moééy to Governo; Browna
and left bvefore the riders came to our camp.

\ Belle Starr picked up an Indian child and rode off with
{t, While the Indiean men were hunting the child the twosmen
went in gnd took the money, Belle put the child down withe-
out harmiﬁg it for she had no more use for it,

Caledonia Perryman Morey ;
Indian Doctor or Midwife

Mot her paa learned about herbs and medicines fram the
older Indiens but she doctored mostly among the whites, She
was known as an In%ian doctor or midwife, Sometimes she
would receive $10,00 for a we;;’s wbrk as housekeener and
doctor, Sometimes she woﬁld receive oizs, a shoat, or a
sow, As I grew older I often got/irritafed aﬂ her fgf
working so much for nothing. She did more work for sympatﬁy
than for money, especially after Father¢got on his,reet and

was making money. She went to anyone who was sufferin. and

made many burial robes for the dead.
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Kept Children; Paid in Stock.
%hen we firat came to Weogufkee Mother sewed for paople)\ .
414 house work and helped t‘o provide for the ramily. When
Jim Hill's wife died she left three little children. Mother
took them and nursed the smllest one. After three years Mr,
Hill remarried and came for his children. BHe ‘paid Mother in
cattle and that was the way we got a start in stock.

| “ Large ‘Fam

Wie had what was called a large farm but ﬁould be called
a truck oatch now for there were only ten or fifteen acres of
land. v~e had a great deal of stock but didn't ship any, just
kept it for our own use, that i{s the stock which was not stolen.
There was all kind of wild -ime and we were hap.py. .

Relatives and Allotments.

Thomes Perryman wa: my uncle and the Superintendent of the
Bufaula School. Legus C. Perryman was my uncle and Chief of tbs
Creeks at one time:. He was at Tulsa.. Willie V, Harris was the
aunt that I was named after anii géhe 1ived in Texas until after
allotment, All of my relatives were allotted except Aﬁnt ¥illie's
family who were "gypped"” out of the'ir'rights though they were

enrolled, Mother's allotment was seven and a hglf miles south of
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Hpnrybtta and that is where I'lived most of my life until
I was married.
Indian Church Meetinés.

Reverend *estley Smith was the Indiéqminiater who held
church at Weogufkee .nd he had Sunday School it his home, in
Proctor., Mother was a Sunday School teacher and singing~téacher¢
The Prayer meetings were held in the homes, We were Missionary
Baptists and pad a frame church building;

ey Indiaun Medicines;

il IE PR

Mother used red root to purify the blood; May anples were

.

made into pills and used for a purzative; blue ;Lass that has

little blooms on it was used to run fever down; mouse ears which
zrows in swampy’places was also used for féver; sour dock roots
were used for apnerve tonic, The seeds we}e used for diarrhoea;
g}oom weed was boiled down and a half cupful et bedtime would’
kill a cold; meal tea made from cofnmeal was used for a linger-
ing misery during childbirth and would bring the right pains

on right away; sarssparilla bark, horehound,_mulleiﬂrnd honey

mixed was used for s lingering cough and cured the most stube

born ones,
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Indian Schodling

A
\

My first schéoling\ﬁgs at the little log house called
Hutchachuppa. It is east of the Bun Ryal School about four
miles and still standing, Carrie Harper was my first teacher
and George Riley Hall was the second. We had split logz bench-
o8 with sticks stuck in the boéfdms for legs, )

W, M, Blankenship was my best\tehbhqr even if he could
whip hard. Be was impartial with the boys ;dd\girls. If you
didn't want a whipping you had to get the lessons\Qé he woqld
have no ahirkiné% The spelling was done oraliy and if wé‘d d-

'
n't divide the words into syllables,and give the definitions
we went to the foot of the class, "
1902 Wetumka Boarding School.

My last schooling was at the Wetumka Boarding School,
Mr. Atchinson was the Superintendent, and Music teachefk Mr,
CGoodman t:;e Frincipal, Mrs.»Br%dga he Second graie teacher

and Annabelle Wright was another teacher, Mr. Oscar Ogletree

351

~

was the cook and Charlis March looked after the féym and'orchard,

\

. . _
Every Monday morning our work duties were changed. The boys

!
did the outside chores and the girls did the dishes, took care

of the dormitories, waited on the tables and the ones who were

\
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old enough washed and ironed their clothing.

Everyone had to use the English language and some of the
children had never heard it until they came to the achool; I
got called down quite a few times because I talked to my help-
mate in Creek, I finaliy exovlained fhat she was a Full Blood
who couldn't ﬂnderstand a'word I was saying if I didn't say it
in Creek and that I wasn't trying to break the rule., I was
given permission to say the necessary things in Creek i{f I would
help her to understand some of the English too. It wag quite
a handicap and yest a just rule, Those children would never
have learned English i{f they had been allowed to use ;heir
own lanpuace,

Everything was done to enlighten the children in the ways
of the white man. Besides beinz taught the English language
and how.to work we were tauzht books and music,

T\\\\ .

Jimnsie Brown, a Seminole Indian, had the smallest German

Tiolinists

violin that\l\fver saw and played at Fidile dances. The Indians
. ~ n
plpyed the violin but they had no musical instrument of t-eir
. ‘

omn except the drum, Tﬁb\gig;iﬁs were brouzbt into the Indian
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Territory by some white person, Ta&ior Tayior who lives
down by Bun Ryal was and is a good violinisg and also play-
ed at our Aancea.

Fidile Dances.

I've been told by white men, who should know, that the
Indians' fiddle dance was the old time heel, Oné Indian man
usually Taylor Taylor, would play a violin or fiddle, an-
other would sit astride a chair and beat the back of the
chair with two sticks in the seme manner a&s beatin~ a drum,
The men ﬁere lined up facinz a lipne of women, The woman op-
posite him was a man 's partner. Some jizved while standinz
in one place Jhilo the head man danced, that is he would
swing his partner, then go to the next sirl and swing her
until he ceme to the end of the line, Someone in the line
would yell "Swing your partner” or "Promenade” and then every
man would swing his own ﬁartner or they would ell march arocund
the room in a circle., Like the square dance it was a lively
dance and one where everyéne enjoyed himself if he didn't hap=-
pen to be too jealous,

Ball Game
In May, about the time that school is out the Creek Indians

would have a big feast, ball game ang,speaking. In Septembdsr
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they had another entertaimment about like the one éiey%
had in May. Their Christmas and New Year are the same
as the white person's because they learned gbout Christ-
mas and New Year from the white person.

When the Indians played ball the men of each town
stripped to their breech clouts aﬁd were nainted with
war paint, They played with two stiéks each and had a
goal like a football goal. Somebody made a speech in
the center, everybody yelled, ;ha man threw the ball up
in the atr ani they started rlaying and fighting., 4Yhey
weres a t8d looking outfit when it was over, Some had
their eyes almost beaten out, skin knocked off and bleed-
ing, but they had played their own game among themselves
and it was nobody‘'s business, Now when they zo to fight-
ing the white law officers go in.and stop them. I believe
the white peopie should let them al:ne for they never kill
anyone and they never bother the foutball games just be-
cause someone gets hurt, |

Fishing
#e always camped the night before we wanted to fish,

The men drove posts into the river where they wanted to
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poison the fish, Then they msathered the Devil's shoestring
and sot it ready to use., The next morning the men 2ot out
;nto the water and pounded the Devil's shoestring on these
nosts letting the juice fall down into the water. The fish
for a csrtaig distance from the ~osts would become drunk
an& could be cauzht with the haids, same were shot with the
bow and arrows while the.white people used a pitch fork bdut
we, our family, were ths sams as Full Bloods and the womsn
caught the fish the same as the men,
Mqru run

Our princiﬂal vastime was the ball game, When we gifls
nlayed it at home or at the meetings we didn't use the double
goal post. ¥We used one post with é Lorses need on top of the
pole.and a ring cup Just below the head. The men cau ht and
threw the ball with two sticks but we caught and thréw it by
hand, When the head was hit it counted four points, the ring
was two points., You had to look out for if you zot hit it
was your hard luck but it was all in fun and was a lively gimg.

Father Deputy U, S, Marshal., |

riphgr carried a badge and a gun for many years, He

worked with a mulatto negro numed Grant Johnson who was a

-
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United States Marshal., Johnson took his prisoners to Fort
Smith and ﬁuakquof Father ;As continually working with
the law orfi;:;a because he wasn't afraid of the Full Bloods
for he knew them and could talk their languaze. If he WEPted
one he didn't have to kxill nor he killed tryine to -et the
wanted one, Father was never satisfied here in the Indian
Territory though but wanted to <o back to Texas to his own
people,
Crazy Snake Uprising 1901.

All there was to the 1901 uorising was that Chitto
Harjo and some others did not want to acceot ths rule of
the white people, the allotment nor the laws nor tbhe churche-
es though some of them had accented ths churches, They wante
ed to be fres with their own land; homes and wild game with-
out interference from white people: They were not committing
any crime by meeting out there at their Bickory Ground town
bu? werevholding Council, tryin: to talk the different things
over and see what they could do about it. a3 usual thére was
nothing they could do. We took the kuskogee Phoenix, the
Bufauln Journsl and the Fort %mith paper. Thoy zave all about

that uprising from both sides of the question.
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Whipping at ﬁickory Ground Town

A,

The Indians punished the law vig}%tors {n their own way
which seemed brutal to the white people., Once three of their
men had #olen a hog and hogs were plentiful so they were be-
ing whipped for stealing. I was working for Dr. O'Dunhoe, watgh~
ing his stock for him as he always wanted a fresh team when he
came in. Likowski had a pos} office at Sonora and the doctor's
wife and I rode right through the Ground when going to ‘tha‘poaf;
office. They had camps, shacks and arbors and we didn't pasp
between tham dut through the ground, " ‘

- Th#%e men were being whipped and wé didn't want to see
it all at close range but watched it from &8 distancs.

It wasn't Chitto Harjo's nor any ‘Ful; Blood's way to o
steal for they had stricter laws and punishments for stealing
than white people have., |

.- Soms of the white people ot scared and had the Govern-‘
ment send soldiaré in to Henry Town where they camped, They
captured several of the Indians and semt them to Fort Leaven-
worth, John/Le'is was one of ths Indians sent away and I was

told that they sent Chitto Harjo and while he was in priscn

they cut his hair, though I don't know if that was true for
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I didn'% see him after bes came back,

How the Lad%ea rode,

1 always rode a sidesaddle and most of the women of
that time did mt the doctor's wife said she oould
never learn to ;tq on one even when it.wasn't on a horse,
She‘ would ride a man's saddle with her leg over the horn
and sitting in the saddldsideways, Poople would leugh at
her but she 'a; Jolly'and aidn't mind, You would get very
tiréd riding that way on a long ride bu;. it was all right
for a short one, An ordinary ride was twenty-five or thirty
miles, '

Snakes Uprising in 1908
fn 1908 I had married J. B, Upch.t;xrch anfl had three
small children and was 1living in Henryette, Father had
remarried as Mother died in 1502 but he and my brothers
were living south of town. .
Ihpn I bheard about the fight there were all kinds
of terridble stor;ea. I supposd evolry’om out there was kill-
od 1nolud’1ng my relatives, Nobody would go out there with
me for they were afraid, I hitched {he wagon, took my little

children and went cut thsre., When I got there the fight was

{
.
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all over and the prisoners had been marched into Honry.tta.

I pad gone the road that went past where Dewar is east of

tta then soutﬁ. They had come by where the old reser-
voir 1¥; that road cams west and north into Heﬁryetta.,

Ho Indians had been hurt beéauae nobody had anything
against them, Certainly my people didn't have far we were
reared amohg them and were friends and relatives, Several
whites were hurt but Mr, Tim Fculor)was the only one who was
hurqsoriously. Later the Odom boy was killed but not during
that fight; that battle was not as bad as soms liked to praa
about, |

We were against Statehuod.

I had a wonderful mother and she had lived in Texas after

{t had become a atate, She knew that the taxes there were terri-

ble and sajid that everyone who voted for Statehood was voting
against his own freedom. All Indians would regret it for they

would be taxed to death u«nd the whole life and country of the

~Indian would bs different; not better but much worse tran be-

%

fore Statehood and she was right too,
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Pennant to Officers.

A bl\‘m pom;ant was giv;n to each of the white men who’
went to the Hickory Ground and killed, captured and ran
. off the negroes gathered out there. Father received a pen-
nant, it was dated March 25, 1909 and I still have it, I
believe that was about a year after the battle,

When they were talking about building a school tt;e_
different men got into an afgument about who would lose the '

land where the achool would bdbe built, My drother said he

would put a stop to the row by giving his land. The Bun
Ryal school is on the A, W, Morey allotment; I don't know
why they didn®t name it the Xorey school instead of the

Bun Ryal school.

N



