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in Interview With =.~3, Bland,
Antlera, Oklahomn,.

I was born May 25th, 1878, in Johnson County, Arksnses,
came to the Indisn Territory in 1895 ana,locatg,d”n/ear what
ig Nelson, Oklahoma; 1 was then Indimn Tor/xi’éorya I arove
thranghmacovmdtagon‘umwramn and there was
another men With me; he was a single men; I don't know what

' became o.t him; ‘his name was aang;/ﬁoro we cine over I
bkad heard that this Is;dian ¢ ;ry a frorded good gx{portunitlos ’

: Hf’or white paople sd Igloaded up my wagon and started. It
té&f ne smx:al waeks /,té get over hers as at that tine th‘efo,
wers no roed: o’ apoz‘x&.of and there were no bri;{igea across
the creeks and rin;'s sc when it‘ rained we had/ to stop until
the waters went down #0 that we ?ou]td cross without dang;rf
When we landed here we d1d mot nave any futniture with us

_only what we had in our wagon; just a camping cutfit is &l
we had. Whea I got located I went to0 work for an Indian |
womem of he name of Sallie Durant aud ahe let us have a

log house tb'?ivé in, It was & etty g&od ”Log house; this
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vonen was & full blood Chootaw Iaien end she had &
pretty good sized farm. Her formsr husband waas not a
full blood so he took cafe of her things énd rut in 2
good farm end she had a great deal of atock;  cattle,
hogs end ponies which ren out on the range at will for N
there were no fences to hinder them from roamir;g the
range. This woman was & hard bolled -’Indian women who
used to have a gun- bucklsd on her every day. She rode
among her stt;ck'every .day g0 she would take the .gnn with
her and if she' d1d not have the pistol. she would carry'
her riﬂe strappec{ on her saddie; I don't think that she
_ever did hurt anyone though with those guns. She had ‘
about twelve hounds on her. plaee that she used on thc
ranch and when she would start out she would taka all tho
dogs with her and they were all mean to bite. The country

_ was open at that time; th:m ‘were no houses out where she
lived for seversal mles and at that time bnt very fow white
people lived there; they wave most‘;y Indians in ‘that sottle-‘
ment, and the most ‘of them just etayed at Sallia's homa.

She would feed nearly all of the Indians who lived in that
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settlement, she had lots of stuff anyway so she did not
seem to care; it w;gs the wey the Indians do and I found
out after a while. that ‘she was & ‘good mdién w;)man' at

| that but of coux;ee, being a widow, she hadi to protect |

he1; stock the best she coulde .'Aworkea for her arounc‘% ‘
the farm and arcund the house at an‘vthing:' she wanted me

to do end slie was good to pay but finally died and is -
burisd at the old home place. | |

I left th;are then -and moved to W. B, Buel's sawmili

and went to work for Mm at the mill. I worke;i th‘are-f&
;algout five moaths and then I left there and moved t6 the
Cherokee Hation and‘ éto;aped at & 1ittle plece which ét

that time was celled Storeville, I aoﬁgt know whether' it -
.is still there or not for that hgé been a long time ago.

I rented sone land fram'e Cherckee Indian aud lived om

this farm for sbout three years. .I surely did rnise.:;ome'
.finga eorn 6;1 this plac.:‘a. I then-left theré and moved .to
Nashoba, r?gted lard from Henry,Leflore en Indian who *
lived there on this' ‘i‘am,for about two yesrs. I then moved
_to Cloud;; where I leased some land from an Indianv.rt;r tive
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. yeqr;ﬂaﬂa improved ic for him and wﬁan my'leaaq was out
~ I moved back to Nashoba where I leased soms land from
an Indian of the name of Israel McFarlend for five yeurs. .
I put that land in cultivation for him agd when my le:ise
was out on this lend I csme to the Pine Bel% front where
I went to work on the trawu whieh thev had running from
Fort waaon to the front,and had gmall ears that hauled s
the pine timber or logzs to the mill at Fort Towson whare
they had a sawmilli. The tQEMQ£‘in this part of the comjry
was of fine big logs which were loaded on those cars and”'
taken to the 11 but 1% was not long wntil the pine timber
was Zons. A( |

I then quit working ab this front and went to Arkansas
end tradeé'ﬁorses for ebout two years and then went back
to Storeville, and lived there for about two years I then
‘came dovn to intlers, whers I rented a farm out west of
Antlers about six rules)and I still live out there. Back
in' 1895 when f first cams Lere thiy country vas a fine

. N =

country with fine Jrass sad flne timber but there wags nb

o

settlement much only Indians and no white people. The

whole country was wide open and no houses were to be seen,
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only a few Indians' houses end severel miles apart. A
that time nearly all the Indi~ns had rlenty of stock and
were living pretty well and thera were meny deer, t&rkey,.
and fish g0 the indians hunted'moet of the timh,liviﬁg N
on gams; they never thought Af killing hoss for their
winter use but would‘kill one when they wanted'freéﬁ maqt
if they did not kill a desr or é*tur!cey.‘ The whi te peg;ple
who lived‘out there did the same thing; théy would get out
of meat a?d then go out an& kill wild geme at any’kime they
wented for the country was full of wild geme.

'I have lived among tﬁe Indiene ali of my life;éver
since I came to this bounprx‘and have traded with tvem and
put in leases for them and have worked for them, I never
have found 056 §hat would trfltb beat a person ar try to
be dishonest in his d§alings, and my children wemt to the
same schools with the Tndien ebi;ﬁrég aqﬁ pléyeé with
them but they né?é? did havehaqk troublp of any kind with
them and to mr mind the‘In@j;n -ecnls as a ghole are asbout

t

the best people im this comtry, 1 certainly have lots.

W’ hwu ™ TR - . a3

" of friends among the liﬁblogds who are now living

; They are about all ¥ead now; there usad to be lots of the -

)
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£all bloods in the country but now they are very few- ‘

and in tho course of a few yo rs there won't be any full

vloods if thoy Leep on dying as they haye in the last

fow years. Ny father died here m Antlers and was taken

to Golden ,8 gnall place in MeCurtain County and was buriqg;

there in that cemete;'y. and then it was not long after -

'that until my -mother died snd was buried there at the

same place; .50 my parents are both buried in Oklahoma,




