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El{zabeth Ross
Investigator
January 13, 1938.
Interview with Walter Bigby
Tahlequah, Oklahomsa.

John K. Parris was born in the year 1865, in the 06ld
Tahlequah District. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Green
Parris. His mother was a ﬁiss Parker.,

Mr. Parris is the oldest living former printer and
pressman once employed in the office of the Cherokee Advocate.
He spent several years in the national printing office. 1In
1884, hse was among other young men who worked in the mechsnical
department of the Cherokee Advooate. The office was then in
an old red brick building, probadly the oldest building.of its
kind in Tahlequah. Originally used as a courthouse, it was
built some years before the peginning of ﬁhe Civil War, but'it
was not used as a printing office until after the completion
of the brick capitol buil&ing/%§70. '

" The Cherokee Advodate, when Mr. Parris worked in the
office, was a large nawspap;r, four pages of eight chuﬁna
each., There were news items, articles, and comment in both
. the English and Cherokee lénguagea. A large space was devoted

to descriptions of marks and brands appearing upon estray live-

stock, such as ocattle and horses. In each of the nine districts
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of the Cherokee Nation there were horses, oattle, hogs and
iﬁ‘some 1ﬁst8%9es, sheep and goats for which no owner could

be found. The sheriffs ;;'the districts were required by

law to make lists of such animals, accurately describing

their ear merks and their brands. Such 1lists were then fur-
nished the editor of the Cherokee Advobate, who had them set
up in type énd printed in the columns of the national news-
paper. Owners, upon proving the advertised animals were

their property, rece;ved them from the sheriff of the district
—1n which the owner }esided. éut upon fafilure of any person

to claim or prove claim %o livestock, the animals described

were sold to the highest bidder\by the sheriff. The lists of .

‘ pétray property often ril}ed a page of the Cherokee:Advoqgjaf/
The lists were set igﬂminion type, which being ratggr/gg;ll,
was a size greatly disliked by the printers,/yhé/;ehemed and
planned to have the setting up of the %iaté/pefrormed by some
rather new pr@nter, or by one who w;s/iearning the art df set-
ting type. A new ™devil" or appféntice, for instance, often
found himself engaged in set%iné the minion type while the

other printers set type of a difreréit sizse,
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John 4. Parris was.a strong and active young man in
the eightiés of the laat dentury. Beside his typesetting
&utiea he often served as pressman., The "Country Campbell
printing press” was equipped with a large power wheel in
the side of which had been set a wooden handle. There was
no steam, gas, or éiectric power, of course, in She old
printing office, and Mr. Parria turned the dbig wh;;1 by hand.
Without pause he turned the theei/hntil an entire edition
had been printed, after which the papers were fo{pgg by hand

'"%ﬁd'mbde ready for mailing. " |

After leaving the office of the Cherokee AE%ocete many
years ago, Mr. Parris lived in various aections; but within
recent ttme returned to Tahlequah where he now resides. He 18
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my brother-in-law. ..



