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Virgil Coursey,

Tnterviever,

Oatover 20, 1937,
An Intorviow With Mre and Mrs.
G« Rs Bellenger, Altus, Okla.

Mr. Bellenger:

In lBéB)I nede & trip to Oklahoma in the vicinity of
what i8 now Jackson County. I was very favorably impressed,
I$ was a beautiful country, gocd land, and offered opportun-
fties for a youngz man of my calibre,

Howsver, I returned to my home near Weatherford, Toxas,
and it was not until 1899 that I decided to move to Cklshonma
and try my hand at pioneering. In the meantime I had married
Migs Carrie Harris, and moved on & smell farm nesar Weathere
forde I mmde fair success on my farm, but the new country
kept bsckon}ngvme to camc.“§q I wrote to .Grandpa(MOOOrd
'who owned land near the present town of Elmer snd told hm
that I.wanted to rent some ot‘hts land and was sending the
moneﬁkor him ¢o build us s small house, Now grandps Melord

was only an aoquaintande; but one seldom questioned another'sa

integrity in those days, We s>on resdived a letter from

Grandpa McCord that everything was in readiness aﬂé we he

gan immediately packing our furniture. All household coods

‘74



a7
A

BELLENGER, G. Re INTERVIEW. B 8940,
B -

[

were shipped by train to Vernon. ﬁrn. Bellengex's
family also wanted to qome along, as we packed all
negessary suppliea in & wagon and struck out. »
Mre, Bellenzer:
Our team was afraid of trains, «nd we were 1n
gonstaut fear that they would run away und kili us’®
We had to tie the team to pgsts to keep them from run-~
ning away.
Mr. Bellenger:
Ir. those days therd 'were noubridges across’the
rivers in this part of QOklahoma, When we reached the o
Red Rivey, there had been a rise and the quick sand was
treacherous. Several men would walk abreast across the
river jabbiug sticks in the sand shead of them, Thgg
if there were any cattle they wer; run across, This
procedure ususlly settled the‘aand so that & wagon
gould cross, Men often made pack saddles Lo oarxy
women across tho river,
Fhen we arrived at our destination, we found our
little house built according to specifications. Thoere

wee & main room/lo x lz)with @ small lean-t0 room running
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along one sides The beauty of this duelling\vaa that
it could easily be moved, In fact, we did move it
fron time to time,

We mede fire arops from the very sturt. In faat,
a8 T saw it, our trouble was naot in raising arops but
in the marketing of thems In the first plasce we had
to orors the river to get to Verh&h and Quansh to the
market and it wzs e long, tiresome trip. |

’

Mra,~Bellenger:

Oné time Mr. Bellenger mede & trip to Vernon and
was on the other side when.a hesud-rise camé dovn. He
was pone ten or twelve days and we ¢ould not heer from
dMme Ve didn't know whether he hed been drowned or
note The suspénse one lived in is to my mind, the mein
hardship enaountered during the pioneer éays. |

Xr. Bellenger:

Commodi ties drought in very smsll eash returns in
those deys, Tges rarely brought more than five gents
& dozen, snd I often found it { mpossidle to sell them
for any.price, éne year we had rorn piled all over our

farm and couldn't sell {t., Corn and cottohr seed were

burned instead of coal for fuel,

'7G
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‘Soon after we moved here, my brother-in-lew and %
I decided t0 ride over %o the mountains, As one looked | i‘
cut ovar the prairie it logked liké'the mo&nteina were %\“\x
very cloee indeed, But we rode all morning nnd fivally
atopped gt 8 ferm house and usked how much further it
'wsa to the nountsins, We were 1nformed tQQt re were
eighteon miles from our destinetion., V¥e turned around
and -went back howme,
However, we did ;o worse thsn angther tendsrfoot 7\\\
who sat out walking to the mountaiﬁsf He‘walked until
he vas exhausted and sat down to rest. Some frlends
game by and told him that it was too rnr to walk to the
mounfains and urged him to“returnfhome with then, As
yhgy Journeyed along they oame to a shsllow orsek sbme
four or five fodt wide. ‘The tenderfoot sat down and
. progeseded %o remove his shoes. His friends were eastonished
and hurriedly explained that the water wsa ahnliov and
oould even be jumped. "Weil', ?oplied'the tenderfoot,
"Judging fram my expericnces, one can navergauge distances

in this oounti'y, I’m going fo be prepared to swim acdrosag
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We had often heard that tgo Indiens ate ruw meat,
but we had never seen them. So when our first child
vas o;ly three weeks 019 we made a trip into the Indien
Res~rvation t0 be present when tha gof;rnment ipsund
suppiies to the indians, They were there it secmed b§
the thousends. They gathered around our wsgon jabbering
end laughing. The squaws would hold out fheir hands ond
try to get us to hand the bady to thems Then they néuld
turn around and point to the papaoses on their beaoks,

Mrs, Bellenger:

The Indians were friendly, but I was frightened
almost to death, for what could we have done had they
swddenly decided to tcke our beby or hurm us in some way?

My ..Bellengér:

' Oﬁgg;eél thrill osme when the-supplies were issued.
Cattls wera turned loose and the Indians rap then down;
stabbed them apd began tearing the mePt apart and eating
it raw, Even the 1nte$tines were eatin,

On our retura, Deep Red Creek wag up and the wagon
began to go domn strecms I had ;ne mule that would alnost

@
g0 {into a panie at the lash of & whip. Aeting quiekly I
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began yelling at the. team and oracking the whipe
This fhervous mule drought us o;t fn guick order.
However K our troubles were notfover. He begame hope-
lessly loat in the derk snd had no {dea whexs we were.
The baby hed the golic and Mrs, Bellenger was 11l.
Medi etno had been brought along, but in our hurry to
get ;way the wrongz bottles woye ploked up, So we
gpent a2 rather misersble night,

in 1800 ef chteen of us men in our eommunity went
to Ft. 3{11 to file elaims for“landpn the Tndian Re#s-
ervation, Now we had been all over that territory
numbers of {imss and all of us knaﬁ where the best land
was, #e pieked out good land and returned home. Soon
wo received notices that certain men from northern states
had filed pfior to us and‘that {t would be necessary for
us to sppear at Oklahoma City and fight our claim. 4l)
of us knew that this was just a‘scheme to beat us cut of
our clainms, but there was little we could do &bdut 1t
since woe were unable t0 meke the trip to Oklahoma 7ity.

As a result all but one of the eighteen lost their elaims,

y

~a
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Mra. Bellenger:: \

Wamen tried to malke their homes comfortable and
attractive just as they do todey, OCaypets for floors
were made from old worn out clothing. Nerrow strips
of this eloéhing were sewed together and rolled into
balls about six or seven inches in diameter, I remember
that I used 32 balls of string in one asarpet. A lady,
whose nuwe [ do nat recall, and who livea near ithe old
Locke store, had » loom and made rugs. I took this
atrins %9 her and she m;de & beautiful cerpet that
reached Trom wall to wall, ‘

Now laying a carpet was no easy task. First the
serpet had to be the.rinht size. Exaet meusuremcnte
were accessery or the whole thing would be a failure.
Next, one end was securely tacked to the floor. Then
& thin layer of straw waa distributed evealy all ovser the
floor. Now came the task of stretching the carpet and
tacking at the edge of the base boards . Such procedure
was accompanied by much perspiration and grunting, but
whon finally laid., one had a floor gorgeous to walk

acyoss ¢end a covering that would last for years.
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One time I needed = new oarpet for ny kitchen.

I had no strings on hand,,sd T took some strinsed
cheviot end sewed 1t together and laid in the usual
manner. Next we put up a’brnnd new shining rdange «snd
hung up neat well serubbed cooﬁ?#%sselé. Then I}stood
back and surveyed my kitchen wigh & Teelin~ of gendlne
pride.

Mr. Bellenger?

In the Round Timber disirict thers used to be a
number of wild.horses.which ng one gould éétch. nﬂ%hg *
them was a large, blagk horse, a beauty thet everyone
in the community wanted. The farmers aid rowbiys decidzd
tﬁat they would &oordinatetheir efforts and catéh this
hérse. Onz morning early when *he wild horses were out
a good wnys in the prairie, the men bega:l thé:chase.

Men on horseé were placed at strateglc pnints tn prevert
the big wild horse from getting into the timber where
there wouldn't be a chanee te get him. The chase con-
tihneé all dgy lorg. As horses and men tired new horses
were added snd the chase oontinued untnterrupted, 4ibout

five ofclock that afternoon 8 gowboy succesded in gottiag
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2 rops over thé horsé? neck. As he took up the -~
slack another cowboy from t;e opposite side did 1ike-
wise and they held the horse until he wae "hog-tied“.
That wes thexwildest‘norse I have aver seen. For a

long time five 4o0llers was offar<d every Saturday tg

the man who could ride‘thegﬁpree. Many s man was
thrown, or if the harse gouldn't throw thp.man he

would reach nr;ﬁnd and bite him or drag his feet off

. the gaddle, One dowboy was/éble to stay on while the
horse piteched, but the horse ;as too smart, He resorted
to going around in cirales, Hs did this until the cow-
boy got drunk and fell off. Sam MeGord was an excpllent
rider and he aa&h t§at he aould r;da the wild hors=a,

end bmscked his stetement by do;ng that ver& thing.

He rode with an easy grace. When the horse resorted
to histtriok‘of'biting, Sam orossed his legs on the sad-
dla.and sat perfectly relaxed, He looked as though he
ware in 8 rdckiﬁx chalr of was being tossed ebout by woves
in a river. |

When the town of glmar came into existonse, Sem -

Barr opened a general stars there, 1t was a big store
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with about & seventy-five foot’tronx. Mre Barr enm
.joyed a good trade for he had a good, large territory.
I worked with him same five or six vears.

In those days we Openfd the store by daylight
and remeined open at night es lone aB anyone aared to
loaf and gossip.

.One winter night about fifteen‘men sat “bout the
huge cqal stove and exchanged yarns, whittled on the
goods-~ hox saats aod spat togacco Julece 1Ato the ssnd
under the stove,

o Into this scenc walked Rip Hollsway, always the‘
1{fe of the ovarty. Rip loved to spin yarns ~nd Ye loved
to drink whiskey. But gne hardly %new when Rip wes
drunk. Rip soon was the center of atltraction ~nd was
rolating teles of adventure. Suddenly he locked at me
and seid, "George, have you got any powmier? I think
I*11 go hunting tomorrow and I want to have plenty of
powder”. I assured Rip that I had e whole barrel full
of powder. Rip followed me to the back of the store and
oa1§ in a low volee, "Georgzo, I have g trick up my sleeve,

Fill a pretty large saock up with saw dust and pour sdout

8

[
?
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a table spoonfull of powder on top.,” Rip soon returned
po,tge ocirals around the stove and stood warming by the
fire with the sack of "powder" in hiieand. Soon {t be~
came apparent that Rip had had a ﬁrznk too many, thpngh
I personally knew that He had not touched a drop of
liquor that nizht,

Rip talked, end as he talked he reached into the
bag ;nd threw small amounts of the powder into the stove,
The ponézr flashed up and made small explosions. Every:
. one becams nervous as Rip continued ts do this holding
the pag dangerously near the hot stove,

Finally Mr, Barr, manager and owaner of the store,
asked Rip to stop and explained that the whole bag of ‘
powder might catch on fire,

Rip became angry and an argument followed. At the
peak of the argument Mr, Barr told Rip that he woul& put
him out of the store, And started to rise from his seat
to ocarry éntihio throaé. |

"All right] roared Rip, "if that's the way you feel
about {t I'lliput the whole demn thing {n the firel®" And

quick as a flash the bag was tossed into the stovs,
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0f oourse nothing happened to the stove, but
plentyﬁhapboned t0 other ﬂarte of the store. Two glass
ahowo&sei.'ore broken, the door was practically wrenched
from its hinges and Rip and I were lerft gasping at the

wreekage,



