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This report mnde on (date) __ November 27, 1937.

1, c“ Name Ae Jo.Gaumow !

—— e ey

2. st Nflice Address Blackwell, Oklahoma.

3., Residence address (or locaﬁion) '609 West Padon Avenue.

4. DATZ OF DJIRTH: cnth September Day _ 29 Vear 1868

“De Placent birth . Illinois "
™ ' - ~ Cornwall, -
6. 'ame of Father Harry Gummow Place of birt: England.
’ - N f‘ e
Otler informatis-n 2bont father i a2t
e e ennms s e ot apesean st i« - ashire

- ——— ——

7. Nare of !"~ther Mary Champion Gummowplace of birth

nther information ab it mother

— Motes or ecomplete narrative-iy -the icld werker dealing with the -
life and story of tle person intervieaed, Refer %< lianual for &
suggested subjerts and questicns. Jortinue <-n blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this fcrm, Yuniber of sheets
attached 8 .
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An Interview with Mr, A, J. Guummuow, Blackwell.
'By =« Robert W. Small, Investigator.
November 27, 1937,

l

Mr. A. J. Gummow was born in the state of Illincis.
en September 29, 1858, His parents were both born in B
Englend,
| In' 1885 Mr. Gummow came to Osage County, Kensas.

In February 1891, he came to Oklahoma ;n;§ sight
seeing trip ffbm Arkansas City, Kansas. He followed a

o

trail that‘lod‘acroea the cougégy in a southwest direc-
tion to the Yellow Bull Crossing on the Salt Fork River;

thence he followed a southeast course to Red Rock Creek

_—

and thep he went back north toward Arkansas City for

-—— -

several miles ,and then turned west till he came to the --
Bunnewell trail and he went down that and crossed the
Salt Fork River near the pfgseﬁt site of Lamont, and
after crosying the river the;e he looked aroung goms
and returned hom;bf He made other trips down into the
Cherokee Outlet Country,locking it ovef with the view
of geing prepared to take a claim in some good section

of country whén it was opened to settlement,

Oon oﬁ? trip he went to the Tonkawa indian Agency

s
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on the Chikaskia River where he ran out of hread to eat.
( y |
/ﬁb went to the Agency to see if he could buy pome bread =

old him to

~ but they had nome; the Agent of the ‘fonkawas
g0 to a girl at the Agency/gésidencé aﬁé ask her to cook
him some bread, wvwhich he didl and gfter she cooked him
bread she refused to agpépt §n§ pay for it.

'While camped at %he Tonkawa Agency a numbey of,

Indians came around aﬂd asked for something to egat but
he was férced to deny them any food as he was short him-
self, Mr. Gummow sgw mch fine country in his travels

over this section of the Cherokee Outlet and he was very

e
1

T ———

mueh 1mpre;aed‘with the idea of aecuring ‘a home the
when the land 'should be opened to settlement. |
_When the country was opened to settlement Mr. :
Gumow went to the rﬁgistration booths to register aﬁd
found a line two miles long and he was compelled to
“stand in line for t¥o days and nights before he could
register. All kinds of people were there and at night
some would be singing and dancing and some selling muddy

- N and sandy water at 5¢ a cup, and some would be selling

food, It was a motley crowd of humanity out on the open
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prdirieq but all semed Vo be jovial and to be enjoying

the oce aig? because of many mirthomaking incidents that ¢
ogourred. |

After most all the people had lain down to rqst

and p’eep one night a few fellows tied a long ropé to
the fpring seat of a wagon and started through the crowd
of sleepers hollering "Whoal, Whoal"™, and the people
l}ing down thought' that a team was running away and peo-
ple began to jump and scatte; in all directions, some

half clad but all running for dear life. Pranks of

yarious kinds were played continually while the hqsta
/’ . 4 ..

__, Were assembled waiting yg_ggg*gggigfered for the run.
On ;he opening day he used the sﬁn as a guide in

running across the pgairiea; he'atarted in the race

from near Hunnewell, and in omne hour and four migutes o

staked the Northweat quarter of Se¢tion 8, Township 26

North Range 1 West, a distance of Beventeen miles from f

the starting point. ‘ | y
Mr, Gummow's first improvemént on his claim was |

, |
& half dugout made in a bank, with a roof made of poles.
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This was not a very substantial dugout but served for a

while. He built a barn a little later with room for

eight head ‘of horses. The following March he moved his

family to the claim; they arrived in a snow storm of un-

usual aeverity; they unloaded their furnitu;e in the
barn; hung up home made carpets and wagon cofers to keep
out the cold.wind. Two of the chiidren had whooping
cough and they had a dreadful time for a few days, but

when it warmed up Mr. Gummow went to Hunnewell, Kansas,
;

and bought lumber and put up a four room house - two
sthe

rooma on/firat floor and two avove and they moved into

it. This house became a landmark ir that section of;

TS

_the country because of its height and becausé the walls

of the barn were twelve feet in height which was a 1it-

;. tle nnuanal at that time.

Hr. Gummou brought down to the claim thirteen hepd

of horses, two cows, and about fifty Leghorh chickend{
as he was hauling hay Trom Kansas down to the claim he
put the chickens on tha wagon with a load of hay and be-

fore h# reached home i{ got dark and he couldn't tell

390
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just where the croasing was on the Chika R%yer’ii/‘
he was driving over the prairie with no rogd and be-
fore he #new it one of his horses slipped 9ff the river
bank and pulled the other horse and wagon with it and
u&i vent into the niver. Mre Gummow got his team out and

~

left everything else and went to his home [for the re-
mainder of the night. '1he next morning hel returned to the
upset wagon and found that his hay was abgut all gone %ut
his wagon was still in the river, and his|chickens had
gone to a claimant's place not far distant. He gathered
up most all his chickens and got his wagop out and pro-
" ¢eesded homs, remeﬁbering*the location of hét cfossing
for a long time, |
He hauled straw from Kansas for tw¢ winters after
the Opening « taking two days to make the trip and often
the wind blew so hard that he didn't get| home with much

‘straw as nome of it was baled at that tipne.

Mr. Gumuow's crops, the first year or two, wera '

'

almoat failures on account of dry weath1r; in 1696 he

had over a hundred acres in wheat that made six and a

$
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half bushels per acre and he sold a load f‘or sixty-eight
cents a bushel &and got more/money than he had had for som&
" time. He felt like he was rich.

' | In the Fall of 1896 he sowed two hundred and twenty
acres of wheat and it made an average of thirty-five
bushels per acre and he sold it from 80¢ to $1.00 per
bushel. He bought eighty acres more land out of the price
for tkat wheat crop and pad money left, He paid $16.,00
for the eighty acres; prior to that year, land couid be
bought for a very few dollars per acre. Good land was
not worth over $i0.00 per acre,'but from 1897 the land
soared in vaiugrwith each succeeding crop until it
reached around $25,000.00 to $32,000.00 per quarter ch-

. tion for well improved lanq4of the best quality. )
In'1897 Mr. Gummow went to Kansas and bought & num;
ber of young mules and during the Spanish-Aﬁerican Waf
he s0ld those mules for 3200(00 per head, making a nice
sum of money on them. .
Mr, Gummow rai?ed and handled lots of hogs and

stock of other kinds; he has |sold as much as $4,000,00

worth of hogs in one year from his farm.
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" In 1910 Mr, Gummow built the first modern farm
home in the country; his residence c;nsiated'of eleven
rooms with every modern convenience installed, a barn
forty-eight by sixty in floor space with rooms for hay,
grain and stock; a machine shed thirty-two by thirty-
six; a blackasmith shop twelve by eighteen,\h granafy,
twenty~four by twenty-four feet, that would hold lots
of wheat and other grain; a chicken house twenty by
forty feet, built of brick; a fine storm cellar; milk
houses; two good Large.cisperns, silos, windmills and
other smaller improvements. -

This was one of the best equipped homes in the
céuntgy an&where.

Mr, Guumow has bought five otﬁer farms besides
his original homestead aﬂd‘several %ity properties in

- i
_the city of Blackwell in which he now resides at 609
’ |

Weat Padon Avenue., }

Mr. Gammow has been a hard woiker all his life
and a very successful farmer. Ln lgter years since he
¥
left the, fld farm he has spent much[time in travelliﬁg

over difﬁ#rert sections of the Uniﬁbd States .

2 |
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Mrs. Gummow is in possession of two candle
stick holders, a hundred and fifty or two huqdred
years old, as well as some silver and copper'qugns
of great antiquity and other articles of rare design

and great age. »
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