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Jefferson Berryhill,
Interviewer,
July 26, 1937,

Interview with

Mrs., Mary Grayson, —
Okmulgee, Oklahoma,

/ The Creek Indians had much trouble with the wild

<]
Indians; the wild Indians were Usages; the Osages

"would come from their/own home land; .thLey would lcoms
here to steal horses - seems the Osages liked the N
horses more than anything. Some of these Osages were
chased meny miles; when caught they were all killed.-

The Indiens would chase an Osage who had stolen |

a horse; they would catch him ai_id ki1l him and oni

returning they would say, "He got away fram us."

e

Mrs. Grayson said they knew what had happened when
the}'d say that. |
J':[‘he Osages were experts at s.tealing horses., Th,ey‘
would qon;e up, crawling on their knees or rolling up
to ‘;vhere the horse wes tied, untyiﬁg the rope from the
stake or ;fee, would alead the horéle awey by crawling
on their hands and knees. h
Old;/tim;m u;ed to say they saw horses i:hht h;d been

tied up, straying away; they would wonder how the horse
/ , - _
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/ had loosened itself; end going up to the horse’would' 1
| ‘ . . - . .
) ' { . 1 M )
2ind an Qbage crawling like & snake; These Osages : »

w

were silot yhére they%‘ivémé caught.

"Once an Osage sfole a horse by untying it fr.om a
‘atake; he tied the rope around his stomac¢h end wes o
Just gettiné away with’theu, horse, when all of a sudden

. the wind being very high tﬁat déy, blew his blanket up

in front of the horse he had stolen. It scared the

T~ Ve
I

=

hérgé\se\tggt‘ it stempeded.
When »t‘he\ Creek Indians ileard the horse running
awey and ‘ceught up with the horse, they found a dead
Osage still tied to the horse. |
It was seid that the Osage Tribe knew how to make .
medicine or ﬁthccraft.. Me’\f’ times the Osageg stole ¢

horses by using witchéraft iﬁ*\ putting the horse owners

¥ A
to sleep. \
» $
A TRADING POST.
“ . Many years ago there was a trading post located ,,
- - . — & i MG
three miles north, half mile west and about a quarter f

] »

‘mile north of Ukmulgee. The trading post wes operated

by.a White man nemed Charley Shields emd it was known

~



s Shioldﬁlié, and that was the only store.,
THE BURIED TREASURE OF WATT GRAYSON,

Mr, Watt Grayson was a full-biood Creek Indian; he

was & very wealthy man, Being an old man'and ebout to

die, he celled on his iire's brother, his brother-in=law
by the name of David C. Carr or "Buck”, to take the money |
away from his place because he knew some people were atter‘

A
a money; 80 his brother-in-law, David C, Carr, took the

oaded it into a weagon and brought it rrém south-
esat. of Eufa to about seven mfles west of O}dnulgee.

\ tookthem ey & Mxr¢ Grayson
y \ oney away Mr¢ Gray
called hia wire to him, he shcmd her a five gallon Jjar

"After David

ot gold, telling her Ihen he died for her $o ugé tho

moneys | o L
_ 1t 1s seid affer he died she died just & short hime

after. The nidnéy ig still buried there,

When Dﬂid Carr brought the money to weat of Okmulgee,

~
an,
-

on his land, he buried the money some whero around his
pltoo' that done, he had ma.ny people who threaten to kin
him if he dizzzoll where he had tmriod the money,
" Devid Carr never told; hia son killed a white man,
He was put in jail, , | .

&
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David Carr got ‘two lawyers for his son, Hé“iu
told that if he could get, seventcen thonaand dollara.

hil son would be free so he could escape to mxioo, 80

one day Dayid Carr took a( seck end went to his buried
treasure, . |
/. Ct

He counted out éoventgon thoua@ dop@a in éilvez;
dollars; he brought/fome late in the arsemooi;; his wife
asked hin ir he taa going to take the money to the ba.nk;
he told her he waa goins to bury the money till he saw
“~%he- lawyera, he told his wife to go in the’ houae, lock
th\or, to shoot any one who tried to get in the door;

ttter giving mstructions, Da?id Garr took the money to ‘

a place a short. diatance from his home, where he buried .

-

the money and came home. e ",,e

It is sedd’ that he dted efterwards, After he died
no one lmow mere he had hid the . money. A gi'oup }:r old
. nedieino meh mede medicino far his spirit to appear and

tell where he had bnried the treaaure. It was tola by

the medicine men thaﬁ when hia spirit appear he was very .
angry; he got after them for cnuurpxng mm, say ha would .

/

‘not tell t..&a chere he hed hid &e mnay;aho told them .

,that thoy were net torthy to tind he money.

‘That ended the hunt on the P $or fho' Indim whé.

/
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.hunted it.

Yet many people including white people still hunt
for the burled treasure, but no one has any luckK in

£i7d ing the buried treasure of Watt Grayson. .
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