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Linnaeus B, Ranok,
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An Interview With Jams A. Griges,
Gage, Oklahoma. |

'llr. Griggs 18 a native of In:uana,. bor:z in that state
{n the year of 1869, About 1870 his parents moved to the
locality of Hastings, Nebraska. The family lived in that
‘soetion only & few years and returneé t0 ths Baat because
of the threatening ho?tile Indians of the western plains,
.When the Strip was to open for aettleixnntv in the spring
of 1893,Mr. Griggs was working on a cattle ranch in Kansas,
His employer, who had been ov{ar the Strip sountry, emecur-
aged Griggs to run for & clain in the Outlet. His employer
had formerly ranched in 'l'exas\}bnt had sold out there gnﬁ
relocated in Kansas during the '80's. When this comman
moved his cattle from Texes to his Kansas remch, Griggs
said they ocut through the Strip from the west end and then
_through 614 Fort Supply. Before entering the cutlet, how-
ever, with the cattls, ropread'ntativu went ahead to Fort
Supply and arranged for & detsachment ¢f soldiers froxh the

fort to return and pilot the herd through the Indiaen country’
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for ’1t happermmd that the outfit was on the trail ‘through

at a time when the Indians of Westemn Oklahom; were men-
gqing 8ll cowmen and their stock, Bands of Cheyennes,
especially were prowling the western part of their reser-
vation and the western pert of the Strip committing same
rash depredations now and then against the cownsn and all
white people in the country which the Indians covered.

With the aid of the Kansas cowman, Griggs end another

employe; on the same ransh fitted up an ocutfit to go to

the Strip line and make the run for & cleim each. The
ranchman gave them a buggy and a team of ponies for the
drive to the Strip 1ine. ‘mi young msn each took a good
s2ddle horse with him to ride in the actual run. Griggs’
horses tas. a splendid sorrel Oregon range animal Jjust

being broken. Fitted out wi th provision, bedding, their
Winchesters ani,45's the two men struck cut for Arkensas . -
City whers 1t was their plan to register f;r the Run,.

They 6mnpod about Arkansas City for a few days after thg)y
arrived and registered and on the day immediately pregé:li ng
the opening dats they left and went west to Oaldwell,/xan-as )

“hoping to get away from the teeming milling mob of psople

o
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waiting about Arkansas Oity and its vicinity.  They
oamped on the border near Caldwell the evening before
the day, ft the agtual copeninz, 1hey\found fewer psople
| uaiting%&bout the Caldwell ssction of the line bdut
thousands were there too and cavalry troops, a strong
thrco of them,ware patrolling the border day and night,
| q the day of the Run the pecple crowded for positions
on the iina for the signal approached, Many men were
mounted on seasoned ruce hor:es; Just weat of Griggs'.
position, but comparatively close, & man from New Hamp-
" . shire was mounted on 8 restless, spirited thoroughbred
animal, A number of other mounted men ware adbreast of
this\paxpicular horse and rider just & few minutes immedi-
ately preeeding the time for the signal to advance. The
restless horse charged over the line soveéal times, ap-
parently in spite 6f his rider'aémost earnest efforts to-
hold hip Sa;k. On sach such occcksion a cavalry trooper
dashed to éhe charging'animal«an esacorted it back to
its proper position and atérnly ¢dmoniahed the New Hamp-
shire man to control his mount, lAgnin the animal bolted

. J
across and the soldfer caught it and told the rider that

|
| | “

\
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if such a premature break over the line occurred again s
he would shoot him. It was only a minute or two till | F
time for the aignpi when this happened. Searcely had
the trooper put the horse and its riderin place and_reo
leased his hold on the unruly animal when the horse j'
charged over the line again. Thersupon, the soldier
leveled hiatoarbine at the offending rider and shot him
from hig mount. I% all happened so suddenly and wth
such precision and lack of ceremony that most of the
waiting throng mistook the flash of the cavalryman's
carbine for the signal to go and a great segment of the
line Gdashed away in the run,

Griggs and his partner started for the vicinity of
Blackwell in a lively gallope These two men wanted land
8l ong soms stream for their amploy;r had told them "the
upper land is not worth tsking®. Not a g;sat meny miles
into the Strip they began to observe Socners in the low
1ands‘aaa defiladed areas, TUpon reacging the locality
where they had it in mind to stake olaims, tvhey .fom;d all

of the bottom land already occupled dy Sooners; at least

N v
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o =L,
o
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Griggs was convinced they were Sooners inasm:ch as
many apparently had driven in {n heawy wagons loaded
withtLquipmenx such as plows, end Bams even  were already

/ drawi ng turrowa along the creek bottoms. On the iay in /hff/z/

and upon arriving at the north bank of the Salt Fork '
River they happened to approach it where the narth bé’
was 8o high they could not ride down it with their s
horses. To meet such an exigency the/méﬁ/Zi;d their

,  horses up to the edge of the river bank one by one

j
horges over the bank ope at & time. The men then sor
b/ . J
ed Dys-
C

007 in

the Blackwell lodelity over night and the next day ex-

down, mounted and rode on across the river.

./ "appointed and disgusted, Griggs camped along &

plored further for such & claim as he desiredy It was

not to be had without a mountain of trouble,/so dh ¥onday

/

morning fnllowing the Ogéning on the previ7bs séturday,ho

atarted ack to Ar&anséﬁ*ﬂity on his Oreg saddle harss. !

Not. fay out on tho prairies from vhere

oam§7ﬂ{he began to obssrve dead horses
A
ther/é and {y the courss of h/i's,/ ride ba
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he thinks that he saw no less than fifty dead animals,
.

casualties of the mad rush for oleims the Saturday

immediately preceding.

On the way back to Arkansas City, too,he experienced
after a fashion the excitement and fun of a shooting
affray. He had not ridden far that Monday morning till
he heard a bullet whiz by him in the air, He stopped
but could not determiue from which direction it had come
nor could he see anybody whom he eould charge with having
fired it., Soon another bullet whizzed within about twenty
feet \from him and ricocheted ot:—%ﬁo—gronn&:"ﬂﬂﬂnr11?ii§_“—““_——
that X

e observed four men in & spring wagon more than a

{

quarter, of a mile from him, one man standing up with a
Wiﬁche:¥pr in hsnd who, in an instant fired i n Griggs'
\ ,

dlrectioﬁxagain. ‘Griges conldn'ﬁvunderatand whet was up,
80 hurriedly dismounted, and rrﬁm behind his aaddle'horée
he began firing at the men with his own rifle and he de- /
clared, too, that he shot to hit pis mark. The men in the /
é?ring wagon were driving a spah ?f wiry mles end when

i .
Mry Origgs began to return theip fiinchester fire andi to
\\ * ¢ $ )
com§ closer to them with every shot, they "lashed their miles

\

\ -
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\
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into a dashing gallop and soon disappeared ouf of Qigh€~w~ ‘
over a ridge. |It is the belisf of Griggs tﬁat the men

wers éhooting t him purely Qpr theffun of it and pur-

pogely missed him. On tgg othexr hand Mr. Griggs did not

think of the affair in that lig tgat first and in return- !
ing the rifle fire he shot with}full and deliberste in- j
tent to kills In any event he had the advantagé of these |
men for he was mounted on a hor;e speedy enough to have

made his getaway safely should they have assailed him in

~earnest.

<

}

In 1901 when settlers wer rushigg into this part
pr for homsfteads,sriggs came t00 and

of Oklahoma Territo
filed on a ¢laim about nine Q% es north of Gage. Sundsy {"
School serviee was held at the claim dwelling of Mr.

Griggs in 1902; as Griggs, then a single young man, had

one of the largest and most commodious claim shecks 1in

the oomunity. It was then the neighborhood custom to
have Sunday Sthool at\the home of first one settler and ‘
then another in the nefghborhpod and Mr., Griggs could
accommodate such a gathering petter in his shack than sbme

"of the other settlers aould.
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Fﬁﬁfa yea !6r hote’&uring the early days in the
/ ' { | r, s L
( 4

Mre Gr

i ‘
\

8 warked as ntgﬁt clerk in the once |

. i
famgus,‘y 5‘8%1 /

! "‘$ Y e -+
’P aefthw follo%ing occurrence involving & -

. ; ‘ 4
;ragné};e ,ear}% /B'ayf Oitlehomax. | P
{"" ! ! . ! ///

i §ot B¢/ Very many year. had passed sang/tﬁéi;;agié/

. i

‘né;hatel‘ih Woodward. While employ /

. H \ t ' v )
which Temple prstba, Ja#k Lovp_%ﬁd Ed/;gﬁnings were the
g1 :

and Tsal shooting affray had oc'pﬁrrWaoamd in
' r ' .

S

prinejpals &

Ed Jonnfk@g )ﬁitﬁhL»ii;tim. Al Jennings,

o ’ |
atly'réakhtqﬁ/thq shooting of his brother

i

Ed's brother,
Ed, t#ougﬁ A%/yps npﬁj%&RWoogma at the time Xd Jennings
| g S EE

SAR LI
was kil;gdﬁi As 8-matt r’or/;ﬁh: about this time Al was
:/éf

| ’ o :
h?@:’: trouble FliewfzJ and was behind steel - -

_bars for & shile for sohe of his own @lleged depredations.
| | ,

\
' [

s i ey ‘ 7
. It is claimsd that he voﬁéd &&y&iildfuston:at tgg/first

oppo#tunity,thua avangigéminéjyat;i\sﬁgdtijg/df his drother
AT £ o
Ra. j%bout or dnring.the~t§fgfcriggs Work ét the Cattle

King Hotel in Woodward Ai}‘éunings was-1iberated and alleged- |
1y sent word to Woedward thet he waps coming to kill Temple

B ,
Boust¢n. When this word reached Woodward the dfstingufshed

~a

Tamplj Houston was in the Texas Panhandle attending court.



~ \
¥riends of‘ 'I'an&le Hons}gﬁ"é in Qoodtard wired him of /
Al's threat and Mrted coming and 1% is cleimed that |
Mre Houato’q /théeupon inmediately returned to Woodward.
/(\;ri}vé;t with the hotel bus to the depot the night
-~ that Houston returned to Woodward on the train. Hopst
_// rode in the Cattle King Hotel bLus from the depot K own
in company with Mr. Griggs and others who had oeme’/in on
the train and who were going ‘to the Woodward Hotei for
the night. It was thought that Al Jennings was in Hood-
ward at the time and was on the lookout for Mre Houston
and under such an impressiocn himself Temple Houston was
woll fortified to meet Jennings. Houston appeared well -
bz;aced with intoxicants and on the ;ay to town he drew
\ from under his frock-tailed coat tLa larges'; six-ghooter
that Griggs had ever seen and as the bus rolled on Temples
‘ sat co:;xposed in ths rig with gun in hand a\nd eyes flash-
fng. The bus‘at/opped first at the ceﬁtral \\Hotel at which
plage saveral passengers were stopping for tﬁe night and
then {t was going on to take Houston on to his home and
to return to the Cattle King Hotel, When the rig reached

Central Hotel Origgs and every other passenger was more
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than ready to éet out regardless and they did elear
the bus for they fesred that to ride the regular course
might involve them {n a serious ahooting scrape. Temple \
was taken on to his residence safely and nothigg was seen
of his enemy, Al Jennings. C

After Stetehood and the establiéﬁmﬁnt of Ellie County
Mr. Griggs became the new'county'a first undersheriff.
The county seat then for 211is Oounty was 0ld Grand and
{t continued to be until by two county electlong'whlch
followed many months later the acunty seat was placed at

.the town of Arnett.
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