- - :
\ \ /

GOSSELIN, TELIA.  IRTERVIEN #9667 4w

4
i
+



B . . -8 -
Form A-(S=-149)
JIOGRAPHY FCaM - 48
, WORKS FoOGRESS ADMINISTRATION
/ Indian- Pionewr History Proj.ct for Oklahom:u

GOSSELIN, TELIA : INTRVI L 9667
éField Norker's name Zaidea B. Bland
;This report made on (date) Janvary 12, 1938 193
L Neme ___Mpa, Telis Gosselin
EB. Poot Office Address Altus, Oklahonp
éB. Residence oddresc (or location) 517 N, Snurgeon Street
?4.1DATE OF BIRTH: MNouth Jenuary | Day 7 Yoar 1873
§5. Place of birth Hill County. Texes.
g
56. Name of Father Isham Pool Flace of birth Missouri

Otlher informeat ion n~tout father

7. Namsz of Mothcr 4Angeline Alexander Placc of birth Missouri

Other informatior avout mother

s

Notee or complete nerrative by the {ield worker dealing with the life anﬁ
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" Fleld forker, Zaides B. Bland,
Jenuary 12, 1938.

Interview with Mrs. Telia Gosselin,
“ Altus, Oklahoms.

!
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The Herring Brothera, who owned one of the largest
ranch2a in this pert ofthe country, hed a drother in
HL1l County,'?bxns, who married one of my siaters.

The gymmer afte: ‘hey were married they ceme up here
on 8 visit., He and sister iiked it so well that when he
came back home he told fether that he was going to sell
out and move up Here. Father ssked us how we would like
to sell out and come, too. Mother was right in for it
but I did not much want to %eave a civilized country and
come to this outlsndish place for I was just sixteen |
and wanted to go on to school. My‘objections did not
weigh, so Father g0ld home and all household goods except
bedding and cooking utensiis. Father aﬁd my brother-in-
law chertered & orr end loaded it with our horses, cows,

chickens and pigs and billed it to Vernon, Texas. ie

all came by pessenger train to Vernon. Mr. M. Herring
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'mct us at Vernon with hias teams. Our car was opened and\
our wagons set up. Teed and .the other things from the

cer were loadad and we 21l ceme on to the Herring Ranch
and stayed until Pepa could go &o Mangum end file. Attar\
he ggled he had to heul sll the lumdber from Vernon to
make our house. If I remember rigat we stzyed with the
Hérrings for about three montha. I became well acquaint-
ed while we were there and that saved me from the lonesome
time some of the girls had to go through.

" te children still own this land that Frther filed on.
Mr. James, our neasrest neigﬁ%qr, 8till omns nis aquarter
section of . land, also. Fatheffaic not.gct proved up
until 1800 dut I have the originsl de;d grented him by
President McKinley.

Copied from the originel deed.
‘Originel Certificate of Registration.

™

Homestead certificate No. 624

Applicetion ' "1628 ¢

ISHAM POOL -

N.¥. } Sec. 20- Twop. 1N, - Range 19 west

¥ILLIAYM McKINLFY PRES,

Feb. 14, 1600.

One hundred and twenty - four Independence of Americs.
F. M. McKean Sec.

C. ¥. Bush Recorder Cen. land Office.

Recorded Oklahoma Vol 38. Page 114. °
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i niece of mine aad a granddaughter of my father's
lives on the premises., The o0ld house has fallen into
decay. A pnew house and out-buildings have been duilt
but the old well still furnishes water just as 1t did
when Fether and my brothers dug it.

Schools end Churches.

There werenelther schools mr churches for several

yours after we came here, .

Mr. James, our neighbor, had a son to take typhoid
fever and die. Father dug the grave for this lsd on the
querter of land owned by Mr, James, fsather of’ the bc;y.
_In the Spring Mr. Jesmes doneted lsnd near this grafo for
8 school house. Father and the neighbors hauled tae
lumber from Vernon snd built & one-room school house snd
made the home-made benches to sit on. This school was
nemed "Frencis."” It stood for many yeers dbut was blown
away and never built back. The ‘ca'metery is stiil uged .
for burying the pioneers and their descendants. The first
few yeers the school was taught for three months\m the
year, just for little folks. It was rathsr hard on the

older girls and doys, for we got very little schooling.



ot
to

0SSELIN, TELIA. INTERVIEW. 9667
¥

Al=ays the young people got togesthsr scmenksrs avery
Sundey. Thers were no houses in the country to spesk of.
3} 4 cou;ao, there were ranch houses, bui they were few
and far betwesp, neverthelesa we met at each other's
dugout. e had weddiﬁgs 1; the d&gouta, also singings,
play perties and lots of times juat gathered to be
together. There were nc cless distinctions whetever.

No, where you from, or are you fit to associate with.

If you dbehaved yourself you were welcome anywhere.

Brother Morgen wss the first pxaachoi I ever remember

hearing in this mxrt of the country. He was a cowboy

who went back home somewhere and got religion and came

back and began to0 preach. He was ocslled the "Cowboy Preach-

er!’ We hed an orgsniged Sunday School as soon &8s the '

school house was built. This was & union Sunday School

and everybody, young a2nd old, attended every Sundey.
Dangers.

The greatest damger to 1life was the quicksand and the
wild cattle.

Pather went to Vernon once for supplies and camped

on the bank of the river one week waiting for the river to

»*
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run down. One of the two horses he was driving wes a
spotted Indien pony. They say an Indian pony aliaya
¥nows when the sand is dangerous and will throw himself m
dowvn on his side every tima.

The Cowboys rdde into the river and mille;d around
snd thought thay had settled the send sufficiently to
meke 8 sefe crossing. Father's was the first team to
drive in. He had his wagonbed full of groceries. The
minute the Indian pony touched & quicky place down he
flopped. Of course, ‘the team had to be cut looagf The
wagonbed floateél off of tﬁe running gear and floated on
down the stream. The men gathered ’on the bank, rode in
on their horses and auece'eded in dringing to shore sll
the supplies dbut let the wagonbed float on down the river.
E“ather‘came on home' on the rﬁnning gear of his ;agon.
feeks afterwards some one sent him word thet the bed
had been maroc;neé away down the‘ river fifteen mile.s or
more and he went after it.

There was a bad little oreek nesr us celled Stinking
Creek. It was mean to heve water back up 1nto‘it and flood

all the surmunding homes and fields. Dundar was a com-

mu%ity center, with a stors or two, & school house 2nd a

o~
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blackanith shop. This little brench would get ui; and water
"would coms up into the store sbove the oountere;
‘Animals.

There were plenty of birds but n; wild enimals to
spesk of except the coyote. Coyotes are not in the least
afraid of man or dogs. I have seen them frot along by
the side of the fence ss unconcermed as & puppy, then all
at once .they would dart into the yerd and pick up a duck
or goose and\t:gt away with it. They were worse gbcui E
ducks and geese than chickens. I think the .chickens were
more on the alert to detect their presence and wers guicker
to get out of the wey.

Indiens.

de 1ived right,on tpe grail of the Indiens when they
went from the reservation to Vernon to trade. Ae ssw g
big body of them psaesing often. You know they slways go
str&gz out, one dehind the other. They seldom s topped.

I remsmber once we were seting Giuner. 4#e heard a slight
noise and looking up saw a loﬁe Indien standing in the
doorwsy to the front room. Father invited him in and-

»
seated him. We went on with our dinner. #hen we were

o4
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through Father said to Mother "Put away the food you do

not want the Indien to have and I will invite the

’

—

Indien to est. Doubtless before he is serted to ent

there will be others.” Before the first Indiesn %as

through eating there was not stending room in our kitchen.

Mother kept setting out food and they ate it sll, not
seeming to know how to use a knife and fork at all.
I remember the dogs came in with them and .one Indian hit
a ‘dog with a knife juzt as though he thought that v:vazs1
what it wes for.

I have seen droves of cattle pess so constantly for
a week at & tims thet one herd would not get out of
sight north of us until there was another one in sigh';
coming from the south. They would pass' that way day
and night for weeks at a time. ’Smnetimes I would be
coming from somewhere on my horse and meet a herd. The
boss men nould always send & cowdoy t,\c; ride between me
eand the herd for protection.

~

I am very dblond, my hair was aiweya very light.

J

I héd an abundance of it when I was young and wore it

i' /tso plaits down my beck. I went to & pienic once
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where there were a good meny Indians. They would come
up to me and reach out their hands and tekes hold of my
plaits and jabher'ebout them. An interpreter explsined
to me that they.meant ho harm but‘}hought my hair very
beautiful, like the sun, they said. I did not feel
offended in the least but a little afrald mniil it was
explained to me.

It s ranarkabie how much sense & horse hes. Once
I was riding with & friend. You just rode anywhere over
the prairie if you had no special destination. e had
ridden a little farther from home than we realized and
sdv that the sun wes setting. s were down where Otter
Creek joins North Fork of Red River. There is quite a
lot of alkeli 80il end 1t looks white on top and no
, grass'growé over it. I never thought of the creeks
having been up and parhaps meking & marsh. I put my
horse to the beginning of the white looking élata. He -
snorted #nd turned eround. I was 8 little 1ﬁpationt )
and turned him again ghd used the qui;t on him a little.

Yhen he got b ck to the white place sgain he reared -

straight up and, pivoting on his hind legs, he turned
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right ercund and started home the lcng way round.
When I got home Father told me that was a marsh and
hed the horse gone finto it both he and 1 in all prob-

ability would have sunk out of sight.



