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[Field Worker 1o name j^Amm ft. m,

?his report made on (date) January IP . 193fl 193r .

x. Name Mrs. Telia GOB a (>1 in

12. Po£.t Office Address Al tus . Oklahons

13. Residence oddresc (or loca t ion) 517 N. Smirgeon S t r e e t
? a x
\ '

[4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month January Day 7 Year 1973

^5. Place of b i r t h H i l l County. Texas. \ . -
\
i
I*

r

|6, Name of Father Ishem Pool Place of birth Missouri

Other information nbout f a the r

7. Name of Mother Angeline Alexander Place of b i r t h Missouri

Other information a tout motht:

Notes or complete n a r r a t i v e by the f ie ld worker dualm;/ wi th the l i f e and
story of the yeruon in terviewed. Rof~r to Manual f o r 3urr.L-Cbted sub jec t s
and ques t ions . Continue on blank sr.cc-ta if necessary and a t t a c h f i rmly t o
t h i s form. Number of sheets a t tached .
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Field Worker, Zaidee B. Bland,
January 12, 1938.

Interview with Mre. Telia Gosselin,
Altus, Oklahoma.

The Herring Brothers, who owned one of the largest

ranch*s In this pert ofthe country, had a brother In

Hil l County, Texas, who serried one of my s i s t e r s .

The summer aftei 'hey were Harried they came up here

on a v i s i t . He and s i s t e r l iked i t so well thot when he

came back home he told lather that he was going to s o i l

out and move up here. Father asked us how we would l i k e

to s e l l out and come, too . Mother was right in for i t

but I did not much want to leave a c i v i l i s e d country and

come to this outlandish place for I was Just s ixteen

and wanted to go on to school. My objections did not

weigh, so father sold home and a l l household goods except

bedding and cooking u t e n s i l s . Father and ray brother-in-

law chartered a ofr and loaded i t with our horses, cows,

chickens and pigs and b i l l ed i t to Vernon, Texas. >i'e

a l l came by passenger train to Vernon. Mr. M. Herring

r
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met us at Vernon with his teams. Our car was opened and

oar wagons set up. Teed and -the other things from the

oar were loaded and we a l l cane on to the Herring Ranch

and stayed until Pepa could go to Mangum end f i l e . After

he filed he had to haul a l l the lumber from Vernon to

make our house. If I remember right we stayed with the

Herrings for about three months. I became well acquaint-

ed while we were there and that saved toe from the lonesome

time some of the girls had to go through.
»

•*e children s t i l l own t h i s land that Father f i l e d on.

Mr. James, our nearest neighbor, s t i l l owns h i s Quarter

section of land, a l s o . Father^ did not get proved up

unt i l 1900 but I have the original deed granted him by

President McXinley.

Copied from the original deed.

Original Cert i f icate of Registration.

Homestead c e r t i f i c a t e No. 624
Application "1628 *
ISHAM POOL
N.'tf. i Se(** 20" Tnop. IN. - Range 19 west
WILLIAM McKINLFY PRES.
Feb. 14, 1900.
One hundred and twenty - four Independence of America.

F. M. McKean Sec.
C. a. Bush Recorder Gen. land Office.
Recorded Oklahoma Vol 38. Page 114. *
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A niece of sine sad a granddaughter of ay father's

l ives on the promisee. The old house has fallen into

decay. A new house and out-buildings have been built

but the old vei l s t i l l furnishes water just as i t did

when Father and my brothers dug i t .

Schools end Churches.

There were neither schools ror churches for several

yeers after we came here.

Mr. James, our neighbor, had a son to take typhoid

fever and die. Father dug the grave for this led on the

quarter of land owned by Mr. James, father of the boy.

In the Spring Mr. James donated land near this grave for

a school house. Father and the neighbors hauled the

lumber from Vernon and built a one-room school house and

made the home-made benches to Bit on. This school was

named "Francis." It stood for many years but was blown

away and never built back. The cemetery is s t i l l used >

for burying the pioneers and their descendants. The f irs t

few years the school was taught for three months In the

year, just for l i t t l e folks. I t was rothw herd on fhe

older girls and boys, for we got very l i t t l e schooling.
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Always th« young psople got together scoewfcer*

Sunday. In ere were no houses in the country to speak ot.

Of course, there were ranch houses, but they were few

and far between, neYertheless we met at each other's

dugout. #e had weddings In the dugouts, also singings,

play parties and lots of timofijuat gathered to be

together. There were ao class distinctions whatever.

No, where you from, or are you f i t to associate with.

If you behaTed yourself you were welcome anywhere.

Brother Morgan was t&e f i r s t preacher I ever remember

hearing in this part of the country. He was a cowboy

who wont back home somewhere and got religion and came

back and began to preach. He was celled the "Cowboy Preach-

er? #e had an organized Sunday School aa soon as the

school house was bui l t . This was a union Sunday School

and everybody, young and old, attended every Sunday.

^angers.

The greatest danger to l i f e was the quicksand and the

wild cat t l e .

Father went to Vernon once for supplies and camped

on the bank of the river one week waiting for the river to



GOSSBLIN, TELIA. INTERVIEW. 9607 5 3

-fi-

down. One of the two horses he was driving was a

spotted Indian pony. They aay an Indian pony always

knows when the sand la dangerous and wil l throw himself

down on his side every time.

The Cowboys rode into the river and milled around

and thought they had settled the sand sufficiently to

make a safe crossing. Father's was the f i r s t team to

drive in . He had his wagonbed ful l of groceries. The

minute the Indian pony touched a quicky place down he

flopped. Of course, "the t«ara had to be cut IOQBJL. The

wagonbed floated off of the running gear and floated on

down the stream. The men gathered on the bank, rode In

on their horses and succeeded in bringing to shore a l l

the supplies but l e t the wagonbed float on down the river.

Father came on home on the running gear of his wagon.

•Veeks afterwards some one sent him word that the bed

h8d been marooned away down the river fifteen miles or

more and he went after i t .

There was a bad l i t t l e creek near us called Stinking

Creek. It was mean to have water back up into i t and flood

a l l the surrounding homes and f ie lds . Dunbar was a com-

munity center, w ith a store or two, a school house and a



54
OOSBELIN, TELIA. INTERVIEW. 9667

-6-
y

blacksmith shop. This l i t t l e branch would get up and water

would coins tip into th* store abore the counters.

Animals.

There were plenty of birds but no wild animals to

speak of except the coyote. Coyotes are not In the leaat

afraid of man or dogs. I hare seen them trot along by

the side of the fence as unconcerned as a puppy, then a l l

at once they would dart into the yard and pick up a duck

or goose and tarot away with i t . They were worse about

ducks and geese than chickens. I think the chickens were

more on the alert to detect their presence and were quicker

to get out of the way.

Indians.

We lived right on the Urail of the Indians when they

went from th« reservation to Vernon to trade. #e sew a

big body of them psssing often. You know they always go

strung out, one behind the other. They seldom stopped.

I remember once we were eating Sinner. «e heard a s l ight

noise and looking up saw a lone Indian stsndirig in the

doorway to the front room. Bather invited him ia and

stated him. <Ve went on with our dinner. #hen we were
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through Fattier «aid to Mother "Put away the food you do

not want th« Indian to have and I will invite the

Indian to eat. Doubtless before he i s serted to eot

there will be othera." Before the firat Indian was

through eating there was not standing room In our kitchen

Mother kept setting out food and they ate i t a l l , not

seeming to know how to U3e a knife and fork at a l l .

I remember the dogs came la with them and one Indian hit

a dog with a knife ju?t as though he thought that was

what i t we8 for.

I haTe seen droves of cattle peas so constantly for

a week at fc tine that one herd would not get out of

sight north of us until there was anothw one in sight

coming from the south. They would psas that way day

and night for weeks at a time. Sometimes I would be

coming from somewhere on my horse and meet a herd. The

boss men would always send a cowboy to ride between me

and the herd for protection.

I am very blond, ray hair wns always very l ight,

an abundance of i t when I was young and wore i t

two plaits down my beck. I went to a picnic onceI
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where there ware a good many Indians. They would eome

up to me and reach out the i r hands and take hold of my

plai ta and Jabber ebout them. An in terpre ter explained

to me that theyiineant ho barm but thought ray ha i r very

beautiful, like the sun,- they said. I did not feel

offended in the leas t but a l i t t l e afraid unt i l i t was

explained to me.

I t i s remarkable how much sensr e horse has. Once

I was riding with a friend. You jus t rode anywhere over

the pra i r ie i f you had no special dest inat ion. A'e had

ridden a l i t t l e farther from home than we realized and

s6w that the aun wes se t t ing . '<» were down where Otter

Creek joins Horth Fork of Bed River. There is quite a

lo t of a lka l i so i l and i t looks white on top and no

grass grows over i t . I never thought of the creeks

having been up and perhaps tusking a marafe. I put my

horse to the beginning of the white looking f l a t s . He •

snorted «nd turned around. I was 8 l i t t l e impatient

and turned him again and us«»d the quir t on him a l i t t l e .

>Vhen he got b- ck to the white place again he reared

•straight up mdt pivotUig on h i s hind l egs , he turned
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right sround end started home the long way round.

When I got hoae Father told me that was a marsh and

had the horse gone into It bqth he and 1 in all prob-

ability would have sunk ou t of sight.


