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Grace Kelley,
Investigator,
Degember 17, 1937.

Interview with Joe M. Grayson,
Henryetta, Oklahoma
Route #1

Trip to the Indian Territory

I oame to thé Indian Territory when I was four-
teen years 'old with my parents. We had two wagons with
ox teams, We entered the Territory on the Goodlands in
the Kiamichi Mountains. We crossed several river~s,
forded the Mountain Fork, orossed the Kiamichi River on
a ferry. We passed through Talihina, Stringtown, Atoka

L4

and went on, to Allen.

..

_Allen in 1887

—~—

There was Jt}st one store in Allen at that time.
It was made of blagk jack poles and daubed with red mud.
Siah Caneberry was the one who owned it and it wasn't
a general merchandise store as we think of one, but was

just a 1ittle country store. 4

Making 97' Farm

At first this was Jus‘ raw ocountry. You found a .

- place that looked as if it wpuld make good crops. Then
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you built a house and barns and fences to sult your re-
quirements. If you decided t0 move you could sell the,
improvements and the cecrops if you could find someone who
was ‘out looking for a location. Nobody could sell thé
land though. If there was nobody to buy you out, you
Just moved on leaviné the improvements. '

Later you had to leaée the land from the Indians.
Sometimes they took money and sometimes the reﬁ§ was’
paid by a portipn of the crops. The improvements were
owned as before uniess they were included in the rent,
then they belonged to the Indians.

Years later they charged ten gents an acre for
grass and you could graze as many ocattle as you wanted,

- Going %o Market

We lived on what was called the Dunnagee Farm
. which was about gight hundred acres., There were ten or
twelve families farming that lande In the Fall they
picked their cotton and they all took their cotton to
the gins at Purgell, which was seventy-five miles away,

There would be at least ten or twelve wagons belonging

. X (-
$0 the different farmers making the trip t%gethar. Ir

L1y
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a farmey had more than one wagon i1t just made a larger

total of wagons making the trip. They had horses and
mules on these trips.

®.

We forded the South Canadian at, or between,
Lexington and Puracell. i remember coming back one time

with a load of a thousand pounds of flour and right in

,E?e middle of the river we got on some qﬁioksand and
had to unload.

We had to get down and carry the flour
to the bank before we could get the wagon out,

We were
~used %0 1t and never thought anything about it. I
guess now it would be considered hardships but at that
time it ias just a part of the trip and to be expegted.
\‘3 Purcell |
Purcell was a pretty good sized town as it had
about a dozen stores, gin)\ f10uf mill, 1ivery stable,

blacksmith shop, hotel and everything that a town of that
size needed.

» Marketing

Just the men folk went to town, the women gave

éhem a list of whaf/they needed and the men bought it.

They bought what they needed and brought the

427
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rest of the money ‘home, There were n¢ banks so there
was no credit. If nothing happened to take more monsy
than usual, we always had some money to 1astlfrom one
Fall tq the next but {if a neighbor’got up against it,
that is went broks, the other neighbors loaned to him
until he could pay them bacgk.

Not Bothered by Robbers

We were never bothered by robbers, neither on E‘
the trips nor at h;me, except horse and cattle thieves.%
There were robbers who would go out of the Térritory |
and do their mischief and then come fnto this country
to hide fram the offigers but they didn'ﬁ bother us

nor assogiate with us in any way. ,

Offigers on the Lookout.for Whiskey

" Thers was one thing that we always expected to )
i f-v N )
happen on our trips and I nsver made but one or two /

that it didn't happen, The Federal officers or as we )Ki

called them, "the searchers" would raid us, unload the

wagons and look into everything. If a sack of flour /
had been opened they looked into that as it would be/

a good place to hide the whiskey. The horse oollaﬁér
/
/

) Q /
: - /

-
!
- ~ /
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" were looked over for some had a habit ogﬁhidingf%he
whiskey 1in them, especially in the ones thgp had a tiﬁ
roll eround them as the whiskey could be hidden in %hat
tin part. There wasn't much whiskey brought into fhe‘ ‘
Indian country by these freight trains though. The b
:most was brough% at night by horseback. . - “

Law Officers

‘George McCall was a deputy; Joe McCall, his

brother, Bob Nester and Lem Mitchel were possemen.

A1l prisoners'w;re taken to Paris, Texas, Or
Fort Smith, Arkansas, but they never made a trip with
;ust one prisoner. ¥

They h;d wagons and would go out "hunting" and
would be gone for two or three weeks, §§§Ztimes they -
would come up ggginstfa bad or desperate ;ellow and it
would be either him or them and there would be spooting.
¥hen the& got one or more priponers' they were kept at
Joe MecCall's house until éhoy got a load, then they would
take them to sourt, Th;y were handouffed and sometimes

chained so0 one man could guard them there at the house

easily. I've seen them make arrests and bring them in

4
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when they had been on a trip but I don't remember any
names of the arrested ones.
Sghools

At first there were no schools at all, Then we
built some and hired our own teachers., We didn't call
them subsoription schools as the men went in and built
the houses, then all ehipped in to pay the teacher re-
gardless of po"many children were in the fandly. Still
later the Government furnished the teachers. 3

Cattle Grazing

Governor Brown had the whole Seminocle Nation in
a four wire fence. He claimed the cattle but really they
belonged to Texga men.. At that time the Texas men
couldn't bring their cattle 1nt§ the Territory to graze
but they would get an influential Indian to "claim" them
end they would cerry the Indian's brand, About July or
August when they were fat they were shipped and éﬁﬁ“
Indian was paid four or five dollars a head for claiming

them,
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- Seminole Head Rights

Governor John Brown hed a store and &e sold on

oredit to the Indianms, groceries and dry goods; then

when the money came he got it all., KHe wasfa very smert

Indian,

Lighthorse Captains Guarded tnb Money
The Seminoles got their head rightg every three
months and it was hauled out in a oovered(wagon. There
were two men in the waéoné one riding in front, two on
each side and two bemx%d.‘ All were heavily srmed.
Nobody ever had the cou%age to attack them, so they were
never robbed. ;

Governor Bréwn's Store Robbed

.

Governor Brown hdd two sens. One gay while he

was gone to lunch three ken came in and took their

—<F
[~ 7

watches, three saddles, Lbaaco and what money they
|

could find, They waited ﬁntil Governor Brown came from

lunch and relieved him of his watch. An drphan boy with

the Governor started to run back to the h%use. One of
| ,
the robbers told him thaJ &f he valued the| boy's 1ifs he

had better tell him to stdp. He called to|the boy in

1

|
o
!
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Oreek and he stopped and nobody was hurt.  They ook

the Governor two miles and then turned him loose with
the instructions not to look back. He stayed all
nighﬁ.vith us later and told us that he didn't 1o$k back
until he was in his door.

Lehigh Mines Payroll

The money for the Coalgate and Lehigh coal mine
payrolls came in on the train. Great piles of silver
in sacks were thrown out'as if it had been nails, Of
sourse there were ten or twelve‘guards but people didn't
think of stealing it. But they would have stolen a pony
ir the&ohando came, We never ﬁaid any attention to the'
payroil caming in as it was none of our business, It
was hauled out to the mines in a wagon and the men lined
up like at the general delivery window at the post office
and would receive their share of the money in Qpay
envelopes.”

Trail from Allen to Eufaula

L
This route was pretty straight but there were no
towns to pass through. We ‘orossed the South Cafadian on

3
Colbert Grayson's orossing. It was sev tg;five miles

€
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J
and I'%e ridden it horseback and I woild never see a
‘white jerson on the way. I'had folk living at Bufaula
| ,
and went to visit them,
[

Bringing Cattle From Arkansas

'EI worked on the ranches some but never mede the
long ﬁ?ailg, as we shipped from Bufaula, I did go o
Arkansas for a herd of from three to four hundred -head
thougﬁ; The Arkansas cattle were cheaper than the Tgxas
cattlf but wgre not as good as those from Tezaé. Both
had %ﬁo tiéks and there were no Line Riders at that time,

/ Thiawtrip was made before 1893 because I moved to
] QLla in that year. We went to Washita County which

is

{1ose 6 Pine Bluffs and took the same route that we

| moved in on through the Goodlands in the Kiamichi
H«p:;ains, orossed Mountei n Fork and the kiamichi River.
W¢ made the cattle swim across if the water was too high
jB wade for it would have gost too much ;o take the ferry
jon the Kiamichi River;the other was a ford, The route
;oamo past Talihina, Atoka énd to Allen, ~There weres four

of us and one of us wo:ld drive the ehuck wagon and

433

.

| follow the herd, the other three taking care of the driving

¢
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of the cattle, When'vvoamped we all did our share of
the cooking as we didn't have a regular cook along.
Toll Gates

There were two toll gates between McAlester and
Eufauls,. aid Green MoGurtain had ons. |

They 4140t have o build d ‘bridge or go to any
expenae[and the good road was already there s0 the only
work he had to duggas to build a lane with a swinging
gate or pole across 1&: You had to pay'ten cents a /
head to take yo£r cattle through the gate. They paid /
the Indians for & charter or permiassion toc have the toll
gate. ' ’ /

Ve always tried to keep from paying this toll 15/
possidble. One time we had three hundred head - that //
Iould\have been~thirty dollars for toll and it seems#
’juat like ropsery to us as we received no benefit %Aq )
the man was out notﬂing $0 ear# the money. The tellow
had no change for a twenty dollar bill and we cou*&n't’“
" pay him until it was ohanged so we t01d him that YB
i

would bring tho money back o him from the next t{m.

Ve didn't have any intentions of doing that but stt
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ssid thet to get through. At another té}ﬁ gate there )
was /‘éood road that went around righ; éelov the toll
i; which was on a straight and shorter gart of the ' ////

e

road, It was a lot eaaier for us to gqyaroupd the
lower road than to pay for taking the. other one, —
. Gins at Rufaula : ’

Y

When I was about twenty xears 0ld I éorked part

of the time at one of the gins. ﬁufaula had the rail-

road, thé Katy, and people came from seventy-five. to a
hupdred miles arcund with their Q%ttod to be ginned, )
6. H, Tulley ovned{one, Turner, the merchant, owned one

and J, D, Burdett had the other cotton gin. Burdett was

later shot and killed. Cotton ceme from Wetumka, Holden-
~

ville, Hanna and every direation.

Twelve men would work as we ran day and ﬂight.
That was a very busy time of the year for us, The gins
were large£ than they are now for there was more sotton
raised then, and there are more gins now as every town
~has a gin. At that time there were very few gins to take .

care of the business so they were ruahéd.

Stockyards at Eufaula

‘Annther thing of interest about Rufaula was the /
\M

———
' e e
‘
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cattle buginess, It was the main shipping point for

the ranchers and there were stockyards thers at the
" railroad/ that would hold from fifteen hundred to two

eh"ousanc,i head of stocks

| Hotels and Oamé;gg|gg§\ o //
Affer telling about 80 many armers bringing/z
their jcotton ;rom such a distance to be ginned anq/the
ranchers bringing their cattle to bezshipped frgﬁ/so
far o person would think that there.would be a /ﬁot of
hotels to accommodate them, Psople didn't go/io a
hotel for the night’as most of us do now, %#;y hardly
'knew what they/ﬁére for. There vwas one hojél owned by
\Fb'. HarroQ,ﬁﬁf?ﬁa story ;rame building. Ne either

/sthyed_ at the wagon yard or if we had our/families with

/ ;o . .
or the#era e several of us who came together we
/ / ' '

ed o”ti( | Ve
s '
Pl H’l; Indian Ways o,
[ /’ *
| ode [&1’ I was riding through the woods and

N . | . | .

ame tO/aann ian who was lying unde 4 tree;
I ‘ ‘

Yy legpipk.' His horse was istandi bJside him, %hen
A : ‘ ¥ '

[

7odg/3?'he]ga? up and we:#ot f% alk%ng. /

apparent-
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114t}6 while he stretafed himself and said, "Well, me
msgt be going -~ be ghot tomorrow,™ I didn't go to his
xeoution but it did take place the next day. They

/ didn't knéw thgt there was such a thing as running
. [

away from théir home. They had been born and reared

,/’

wigy/tpp 4ea [that 1f they did something against the

%ﬁ% the musti be punished in a certein way and there
//;aé né getting around it. Ir‘thqy grieved about having
| to/ pay the price with their life they never showed it.
~// when an Indian was whipped he wouldn't "grunt"

"nor_groan if i¢¥ killed him. (There‘iag usually one on ~

the side lines that "grunted” for him,) You ecould hear

a negro nhb got the same amount of pug;ahment soream-
for !
ing/four miles - or at least for a long way.

The condemned one picked the‘onq to shoot him

when he was to be killed., It was always g good friend

friend was the
|

one who shot him, An enemy was 39#é; allowed to shoot

and if he had a "best" friend, the be

a person, they were always painyular about that. He
'alao'picked the one to grun{’ for him if he was to be

whipped instead of being killed.
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A black spot was put over his heart, he was
blindfolded, put on or set on a stump and shot. They
were whipped two times for stealing anything but if

he was .caught stealing the third time he got the death

penalty, b . ,

© Courthouss pear-Fufeuls — - .

The court that I know about\yae seven miles wesé

of BEufaula on the Colvert place, They had a session of
oourt every six months. 3hey had Indian attarneys,

Judge gnd jury. Wheh a man was agoused he was given a

trial the same as now and had to be.proveh guilty. 1

/‘

F) 3

loose, If the gun would snap when fired at a condemned

person that person was turned loose. ) ’

Green Peach War and.fndian Payments
The Isparhechar War was over one of ‘the Indiah'_'
paymehts. GCheoote got thirty-four dollars a head for -
S , . S ’ :
“~ " the Creek Indians, He paid them four ﬂbllarg'an@'kepg

— N
. “

e

I
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the thirty dollers, Isparhechar wouldn't let the full’
bloods draw that four dollars and he was & chief over
them for a while,- They had a very’hard time as 1t was
Qold winter and they didn'q have any too much to eat.

Oho'oote had lots of cattle and they ba.rbecued some of

~them. There was a battle west , of Okmulgggkgpgyhe Deep .

Fork River., Some of. the halt-breeﬁs came to Okmulgee
and joined checote but I don t believe he had & full
blood on his side.
_Allotment
The Government sent experienced men iﬁ to survey

the land for the allotment but they hired anyone they

\ wainted to help them. Al Grayson, & cousin and a white’

man, was the only helper that I knew, It took them .

about two yeams to finish this work, They set corner

.stones and put the section numbers on the? _

A person picked out the number he wanted and went
‘to Miskoges and filad on it. The first to file got the

plage. Lots of the fullbloods wouldn't f{le so the

~ Gavernment gave them what was leftiand it was rough and

hE AR

no good. Some of it had oil under it however, and later

some of the ones who gdt the worat iand were the richest
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oneg| of the.tribe, When you filed for yourself you "
ooul# pick out twenty acres - leave out|the next twenty
if 1% was no-good land - and take the paxt twenty.or ‘
forty acres. it you were eligible and filed yourself,
they were very lenient with you and gavp you what you
iaht%d.

- Diseovery of 04} - - .

The first oil was disscovered about thirty years
agod - Blec Preston and Jonn Long ceme and built a rig
two and‘a half miles north of o;r,place and went to
drijling. The first well in Tiger Flat; was on Charley
Wilson's plﬁoe. HeAwas a white man who|lived at

Okmulgee before he committed suicide a|few years ago.

He had bought some land from the Indians;in faot -

h dwned qﬁité a bit of land., He couldn't get a title
"th the land but hobody brouéht a oaése against him. The
lottes died and the heirs didn't knoy‘ nor care about
etting.the land back so he just kept lt until Statehood
d-started éayi‘ng taxes on 1t‘. 'I

People just went wild when ﬁhe/firét oil came in.

_ | .
0il people started drifting in end buying leases. Every-

{

e

~
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one who haq land near the well wanted one drilled on
their plage so that they would have 1otp of money too.

Qkmulgee Dﬁrigg_Oil Disoo;éry

I've been in Okmulges when you couldn't get a
room to-slesp in and you couldn't get a oot even in
their halls because they were overflowing instead of
full, The#e were plenty of hotels, too, qé tiat was

~"“ai’ﬁl:iaz"'ﬂlﬁhe'Pm'l':inamumas built.A_One night rirteen or

— \ -

us had to sit up all night at the City Hall because

we had com] with the intention of staying at_the hotel

L)

and they were gll full before we got there.

When the o0il compahies oame theéy brought same

v

" men with them but the majority of workers.were hired
from the ohmmnnity where the well was to be drilled,
I want to'work as a roustabout and then got to pump-

nge * e worked ever since the oll was found here.

I kmulgee in the Early Days
Q been to Okmnlgeg when the Gouneil House

was practically all tha; was there. Negroes had log

cabins pn Main Street. They almost owned the towm

at one 7ime, and even had a negro postmaster - that

441
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was before allotment but I don't just remember the year.

18 \

Cap Severs was there and was supposed to b an Indian

but he looked more like a white man,

Al Grounds was the first white man to 1{ve in
Tiger Flats but he is dead now.

Indians from Texas - 1892

"About rorty:five-years ago two o0ld Indians

to. Eufaula on horseback. They were sent to ) Charlte \

Gibson's ;Qg;;vénd talked to him a lots After two or
three days and nights they went back to Temas to tell
the other Indians there what the conditions were'hege.
About thirty deys later they came back with the others.
I guess there were forty of them, not less then that any-
iay. ~Lota of wagons, ponies and beads of every color, -
Every woman was loaded down with beads espeeially red
ones, I never saw ;o many in my life.

New and 0l1d Bufaula

When the railroad came through, kurapla was two
miles down the river but it moved to the railroad and

the new town was called Eufaula and the other was oall-



