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Field Worker's nam¢. -_Mé.‘cl@..& Fink
This repsrt mais -n [Cave) _ o LTy 30, 19y
1. Name 4 _ . Mr. ®s G, Fuller —_—

2.. Post Offi&e .X(;.df‘ess.‘s e __Clintonm, -leahom _ _

3, Residence address (~r lscation) 3,3,5_5_9 6th, Street.
4. DATE CF BInTH: Morth wm____ s Year 1870

IS
&
L3

5.. Place af birth Alexander City, Alabama.
I

[y ) 44{/’): . -
~* ‘J,d\."{’;_-' ¥ .
v i South
6. Name of ZFather G. Fuller Place of virthgapolina
' Morgansville
7. Name of Yoth orml:{_‘!fgn” Fuller Place >f birth geoprgias.
£/
Qther inf-rmation about mother Hgnauitn ) R '
——_TFather: _Farmer and stock raiaser.

Notes or. complete narrative by t’*e field worker dealing w1th the
life and story cof tne pers-n interviewed. Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects ard questions, Continue ~n blank she~ts if
necassary and attach firmmly to this form. Number of sheetls

attached Seyan. .__
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'Pink, Maude M.-Field Worker.
Indian Pioneer Histdory-S-149.
July 30, 1937.

Interview with Mr. F. G. Fuller.
Clinton, Oklahoma.

Aok KK
I,oamo to this country in 1891 and settled at
Oakdalo3 twenty-five miles northeast of Ardmore.
The country-was awfully rough and hilly and when
/™ the outlaws did anything they should not giey wenf'down
there in those hills to escape the law, Ther; wers two
" men who carried guns for each other two months, then one
finally killed the other ome. | /
Grass was plentiful, it\;as tall blues stem grass //
and sage graas;.fg;éple would bale up enough grass during

/

the summer to laét/them all winter. All the stock ran/
loose'as there were no fences. !

A;moxtaveryonb were nestirs; the farmers had th ir
own stock and farm implements. This country was gyovn

as the Chickasaw Nation. The roads were round §yd round

the’fi@i&s' there were no sectton~linos_and_nhgh the

people dtarted anywhers they went the shortest distance.
R
The roads were rough in places.,

Bast of Oakdale there were-some springs in the can-

s

/
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yons and there would bé an oil scum on top of the wgter.
The people then could not understand why this was. These
springs are called 0il Springs. . ‘

,Tho Chickasaw law was that any Indian could go ahead
end put in a claim for land, just so he did not get too
. close to another Indian; some of the Indians controlled
théuaands of acres of lend,

White men could go on this land Silpermisaion of the
Indian. The white man yould build a houss, well and a .
'fencg, and live there five or ten yaafs, according to agree-
ment, then at the end of that period turn it all back to
the Indian, ' | o

The Government finally made the Indians take allot-
m?nts and they had to out loose from their land, except |
what they could legally hqldu

Oakdale was a pretty fair little town. ‘There were
atofos heres and there over the country and the mail hack
\that ran from Ardmore to Oskdale also carried ‘passengsrs.

g«-¥yoroxtoromthbuaanés—of~qua£&?"whfchﬂters fres Y6
everybody. There were also l&ts of deer but not so many
prairie chickens.

For amusement a bunch of the nbighbors would get d

-
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together and go on a fiahiné party, have picnics and a
ainging at some one's house. ‘/

They did not have any Territorial Government;
people were governed by tHe Arkansas law.

Ardmore was the closest railroad. There was ordin-
ary trading at Oakdale, dbut when they wanted nicer things
and roé Fall and Winter shoes they went to Ardmore.

] The squaw-men wers white men iho/mgggieﬁ . Indian
woman.' These men would control the leasing of the land
the same as an Indian would., Sometimes the white man !
would live with the Indian woman only six months, but
‘he would still héld on to the land. .

There were lots of snakes of various kinds, but I
do nof remember seeing any rattleanakes,

I stayed‘afx months when I rirat came, then went
back to Missouri. I came back to this country in 1895

jand this time I came to Marlow, just a small town then.

There were four tent top joinis where they would dell

besr and ;hiskoy. Tﬁoreiiere‘¥§nAgambling places, “This
place was tougher than any place; everybody carried a

gun.
There was a-land drawing at Fort Sill. This land
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had belonged to the Comanche Indians and was & timber
country; people lived in log houses and huts.

People would butcher hogs and besf for 'in£er pur-
pose, and had lots of milk and butters They had more
on the table and were more frees and liberal with it than
the people ars today. It did not coat as much %o live
as it does now;

The Rock Islend train ran from Chickasha to Fort
Worth, Texas. Marlow was buiif_on a cheap order. Little
skeleton buildings were dbuilt. The flbur and meal were#
shipped in to Marlow, |

" Fort S1ll did not have a railroad. They came to

Marlow to the train.,

Quanah P;¥ker was a son of Cynthia Ann Parkei, a
white woman who was ocaptured by Comanche Indians in Texas,

in 1836, when she was only eight years old. She becams the

wife of the great war Chief Peta Nocona who was killed by

Texas Rangers in 1860 an was taken by

the Texas Rangers and returned to her relatives. She was
unhappy,; she longed for the Indien people and her two sona,
Quanah was about eleven years o0ld when his mother

was captured by tho Texas Rangera, He becams a chief

e
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and was opposed to the white men. He was a raider and
pilleged until his final surrender in 1875. He ?hon viait-.
ed ﬂis mother's relatives in Texas and became an advocate
of peace and modern ways. Quanah had more than one wife;
he had leVer;l. He would come to Marlow to take the tmain
to Washington to ses the White Father, the President, and
would always bring h;iyyoungoat wife with him. Quanah
Parker died a$ his home near Cache in Comanche County,
February 23, 1911. v

Port Sill issued the Indians besf om foot. The .
Indians would run one beef down then take after another.
After they had them all killed they would cuma.back and
begin eating the first one they killed, raw,

The achools 'eré poor- not much school at all,
Schools and doctors were much alike. A doctor dbuld heng
his shingle out and not know anything about medicine. A
teacher was the gsame way, they could go and hire them-
selves out and begin toaghing. The children were not
" graded so very much. The teacher did‘;bt receive a very
high salary. The schools were sﬁbaéription ones; there
were no éovornmont funds for schools,.

-

Fort Sill was a Governient:Post; it was reserved by
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the Government for military purposesand target practice.
the

Lawton became a town with the opening oﬁfaaﬁzicho country.
lGeronimo was Principal Chief of the Apaches. He
waged war upon the settlers in Mexico and Arizona for many
years, but was captured by General Lawton in 1887, and he

and a number of his tribesmen were imprisoned at Pensa-
cola, Florida. They were later kept‘five ysars at Mount
Vernon Barracks in Alabesma, then were brought to Fort Sill
in 1895. Geronimo died in February, 1909, but befors he
died he gathered his tribe together to-make war. He got
as far as Rush Springs, then turned back to Fort Sill

for protection.

The country was not very thickly settled. There ' ,

were log houses with board tops, split by hand,



