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My plrpntﬂ were Dave Fox, bora in Tehnessee, and
. Caroline Stonemam Fox, bora in ?irginiu, Father was a
farmer, There wers nine nhild:rm;. -

I was born in Tennessae, Ih]r 2, .lﬂﬂﬁlali WAS DATr=
ried in 1881 in Teanessos. Wo osme o fie Indian Terrie
tory in 1684, We came on the train to Hackett City,
Arkansas, sbout fifteen miles south of Fort Smith. There
n'm?hiﬂud . tum-uni wagon and drove soroas tht_l.:rk;un—
Indism Territory lime three miles, .and there we ntitluh ]
We buug.ht our groceries and got our mail at Heokett City.
We lived im a log nouse with ome dﬂur and no wimdow, msar
the lilliu Etllr Mountains, nuth*ﬂ of old Em:llnnﬂlu
in tll Chostaw H'ltiﬂl-

We lived near a lake. The woods were full of wild
hn..;iiuihnlm turned an old sow or pigs loose in the
woods i% gave him the right to kill + many hogs as he

wished for his meat supply. | |
The full blood Choctaws never ted homes near pubiie
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mll ner in elose proximity to eech other, They
always chose secluded a;l:nt.l at the foot of a hill
mear water. Here they raised a pnifuh of corn and
t’ntr_ bhogs, upon which tiu:r subsisted. Thay wale

, very susceptible to consumption, many dying uluul yoar
from this dread disease. It is thought that their

tendency toward this malady is due to intermarrisge

T ———————

with their omn kindred.

Indians and yhitu peopls all lttunl.ni the same
raligious services in our neighborhood. The serman
was preached by a white man and am Indiem interpreted
it for his tribesmaa. People were very honest ia
those days. A men's word was his bond, and the Zum
was the i.“. If a man did umthiﬁg wrong it waas
time for him to move, if hu_n:lum! his life. As lnli

as ons attended to his own tﬂhr-l, and let his neigh-

u
—

bor do the same he had mothing to fear.
One day while 1 was in Old Sculleyville, I saw an
Indian lsd standing on the atrest, singing and patting

his bands. I said, "Som you must bs happy.” He replied,

-
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*I am, 1 have a brother to be shot today.” Hhen m
maaber of their fanily did wrong ‘the Indians wanted
him to be punished, and they would not aid him in say
'I]-' to escape punishmenmt. ".!!I:Ln;r thought that if they

failed to keep their promise they would never reach

%

the "Happy Humting Ground.™

I bave lived in Murray County continucusly singe -

190E.





