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Fore Lorrin,
Investigator,
&)Vo 16, 1937.

' Interview With Mary E. Charch Folsom,
El Reno, Oklahoms.

’ -

Mrs. Mary E. { Church) Folsom was born in Porter County

Indiqna, Septenber 18, 1868, Hor father's nsme was Elias

Bhgmol; end he wag born in Indian_m He was a Union soldier
‘ in ﬁn Civil War, Her mother, Susﬁ {Larue) Clurch, "88. °
also born in Indiana. She does not _renember the date, Her
father died and left her mother woith four litt\le children,
txo girla and two boys. Mary grew up in the countyy and
went to the ocountyy 8chools of Indiapa end when she wes
ssventesn sis mrrisd Mr. Albert ¥. Folsom, amd went with |
him t0 a pre-empted homestead in Clark County in southwestern
Kansase__ ] )

(Thoy farmed there for four years, and never raised a
thing, Shéqu,u, ;‘I oould have mt all s ever raised on
that plese in my apron”s So when $he land opensd up in the
Oklahome Territory in 1830, they osme to bihhom.)

. When thiy osme from Clark ‘Oom'xty in a covered wagon
they came through No-dars-Lund. It was outlaw country smd
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also Indian country anl the Indiems iieiﬁ'wim,- QThoy saw
lots of thea that had nothing on but g breech clout.
She was vei'y much afraid of theme Th;a Yolsoms had ecamped
,one evening and Ma@ry wag frying chicken over a cg;np fire
end a big Indfian buck csme up behind haf and loocked over
her shoulder. She looked up and saw him. She made om
leap soross the rire, turning es sﬁa‘diq\ 80 facing him with
,tho ﬁ.ro‘ hetween. He ssi*id, "Me" pointing to himsel%, "Good
Indien. Heap Cood Indian", and pointing up, he qaié{‘, Mo
go heaven", She says,"] felt like n;aybe it was me é;;ing
to go {0 heaven instead of him", ' f\;\
The Folscms had thirty heed of cattle swith-ralam and
the same evening & berd of about a thousand head cume up
about their camp, drawn there by their amall herd. They
had to keep to their wagons but nothing happgahod. The cowe
boys got the herd away after awhile; had those cattle ever
stanpeded there would. have been nothing loft of the Folsoms,
They forded the North Fork of the Canedien River above
Yort Supply. The cutlaws used. No-sns-land for a hidecut

because the officers had no jurisdictdon in that stxip of
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sountry, aml those outlaws were very bade They would
scame out a!l mke their raids and head back to No-Mang-
Lend to safetye

* The Yolsoms spent their fivst 4th of July in Remo
City and wetched the Indians kiil theizj beeves with s bow
end errow., One big ateer ran into the crowd with en
arrow sticking in its side. It looked awful, An officer
ﬂ‘ th by it and shot it to put it out of its misery,
and %0 Xkeep it from huri‘:ing someone. She watched them skin
the Ma end distribute the meat, or rather the Indiens
grab 1t and after she watched tham eat it in that unclean
way, it was a year before she could eat bsef et all.

A% firat the Indians elmost ate them out of house and
homs; ¢then they got so that they would get up early and
¢éook broeakfast before deylight and then let it get good
and dask before they got'rmpper, and then when the Indians
came they would -toll then they were too late. |

Her Imshand homesteaded a clmsim about twslve miles
northeast of KL Remo on Unole John's Oreeks This crée
Tun thrcngh their place. They lived in their covered wagon
. un$tl they god their ons room Nod house uilt. It was sod
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ell overs Sod walls and poles lxid gver the top and
sodded over, It was nice and warm in the winter a;l cool
in the sumer. Before they got thedr sod house built,
they hald brought along doms lumber and they stuck aomo'
poles in the ground near their covered wegon gnd nailed
these boards up and down arcund a sort of enclc;sm'é vi thout
8 roofe ‘I’hey kept some of their things in thet place,
She 2014 butter from the wegon and little board shack op
stockade. They hed to got into the covered wegon vhen
1% rained, They lat most of their cattle later with the
Texas fever, .

There was en Indian scare when her ﬁusband wus worke
ing on the 014 Ohoctaw Rellroed, and she was often left
alome 2t the farm with her tw little ciildren. That time
she »us so frightened, she took the children and a blanket
or two and hid out in Uncle John's Canyon all one night,
They lived on that famm for farty-eight ysars. They have
had three girls and one 0y« 4All are living.

They have no relics as thay got about everything

- turned when their homs burned down.



