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Nora
Investigator,
&w* 16, 1987.

Interview With Mary E. Church Folaom,
El Reno, Slclahora*

lirs* Mary E. (Church) Folsoa was born in Porter County

luilana, September 18, 1668* Her father*a name was Ellas

Chureh and he was born in Indiana* He was a Union soldier

In the Civil War* Htr mother, Susie (Larue) Church, was

also born in Indiana* She does not remember the date* Bar

father died and l e f t her mother with four l i t t l e children/

two g ir l s and two hoys* Mary grew up in the country and

went to the country school* of Indiana and when she was

seventeen she married H?» Albert F* Foleom, and went with

him to a pre-empted homestead in Clark County In southwestern

They famed there for four years* and never raised a

thing* Shsjftays, "I oottld' have put a l l r e ever ra ised on

that p laes i n ny apron"* So when the land opened up i n the
*

Oklahoma Territory In 1889, they oaoe to Oklahoma* J

When they cane Item <&£?& County in a cenrered wagon

they eans through Ko-Mans-Lund. I t was outlaw country and
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also Indian oountry and ths Indiana were wild* They saw

lot s of them that had nothing on but a breech clout.

She was rery much afraid of .than*. The Folaoms had cashed

one evening and Mary was frying chicken over a camp fire

and a big Indian buck cams up behind her and looked orer

her shoulder* She looked up and saw him* She made one

Itap across the fire, turning as she did so facing him with

tht fire between. He said, "Me" pointing to himself, "Good

Indian* Heap Good Indian", and pointing up, he said, "Me

go heaven". She says,nI f e l t l ike maybe i t was me gojing

to go to heaven instead of him"* /

The Folacsas had thirty head of cattle with'&hem aid

tha flame e^rening a herd of about a thousand head came up

about their camp, drawn there by their ana 11 herd. They

had to Issep to their wagons but nothing happened* The cow*

boys got the herd away after awhile; had those cattle ever

•tampaded .there would havo boon nothing l e f t of the lolsoms.

They forded the North Fork of the Canadian River above

fort Supply. The outlaws used, NcMJdanB-Land for a hideout

because the officers had no jurisdiction in that str ip of
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-j and those outlow» were very bad* Tb»y would

tent out aaft nske their raids and bead bade to No-Manu-

Xand to aefety»
4 Tht Tolsome spent their f i r s t 4th of July in Reno

City and watched the Indiana k i l l their beeves with a bow

and arrow* One big steer ran into the crowd with an

arrow sticking i n i t s side* I t looked awful, An off icer

rode th by i t and shot i t to put i t out of i t s misery,

and to keep i t from hurting someone* She watched them skin

the beeves end distribute the meat, or rather the Indians

grab i t and after she watched them eat i t in that unclean

wayf i t was a year before she could eat beef et a l l*

At f i r s t the Indians almost ate them out of house and

horaS} then they got so that they would get up early and

cook breakfast before daylight and then l e t i t get good

and dark before they got sapper, and then uhen the Indians

came they would t e l l then they were too late*

Her husband homestead ad a claim about twelve miles

northeast of El Reno on tfnclo John's Creek* This creek

run through their piece* They l ived in their covered wagon

until they got their one room tod house built* I t was sod
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• 1 1 ortr» Soft v a l l a and pol«a lo ld o v w the top and

sodded ever* I t was n i c e and vazm In the winter and coo l

i n the summer* Before they got the i r sod house b u i l t ,

they had brought along some lumber and they stuck aomt

po les i n the ground near the ir covered wagon and na i led

these boards up and down around a s o r t of enclosure without

a roof* They kept some o f the ir th ings i n that p lace*

She sold b u t t e r from the wagon ana l i t t l e board shack or

stockade. They had t o g e t in to the covered wagon when

i t rained* They lost most of their cattle latex with the

Texae fever*

There was an Indian scare when her husband was work-

ing on the Cld Ohoctaw Eailroed, and she was often left

alone at the farm with her two l i t t l e children. That time

•ht was eo frightened, she took the children and a blanket

or two and hid out in Uncle John1 a Canyon, a l l one night*

They lived on that iaxn for forty-eight years* They have

had three girla and one boy* All are living*

Th#y have no relics as thoy got about everything

burned vhen their home burned down*


