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Field Worker's name ‘~. Jeam F, Deugkerty

>

This report made on (c}ate) \Eg(bruary 11, 1938.
\J
1. Name W, B, J.na__;g‘
2.  Post Office ‘Address ___,______E‘_i_tgbur@L Oklahoma.
3. Residence addreszs (or locatinn) Pontotoe Coukty.
4. DATZ OF DIRTH: ‘'onth _ March  Day _28 Vear 1871
5. Place of birth Scott County, Arkansas.
‘6, ame of Father W, F. Johnson Place of birth Lcirflina.
' Other inforiation about father Blacksmith - ?mr-
7. Name of >ther Alice Lawrence Place of birth Tennessee.

s A -t st

Other information about mother

I'otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer to lfanual for
suggested subjects aund questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach.firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached .
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An Interview with W, B, Johnson, ¥itzhugh, Oklahoma.
By - John F. Dougherty - Investigator.
January 10, 1938.

»>

;ly parents were W, F. Johnson, bora im North Carolina
and Alice Lawrence Johnson, born in Tennessee. Father was
e blneksni:}a and farmer. There were tkree children in our
tamily. I was born March 28th, 1871 {n Scott County,
Arkansas.

I cams to the Indian Tarritory in 1885 to work for my
uncle, W, B, Lawrence, who liwed on Buckhorn Creek south of
the present site of Sulphur in the Chickasaw Bation. 1
helped build a Baptist church a short time after coming here.
The church was built of logs and the floor gnd seats vere of
cottonwood lumber. The schools were subscription schools
and when a pupil reached the sixth or seventh grade he was
qualified tc teach. There were no educational requirementis
and;nny peopls tanght when they wers scarcely able to read
and write,

A Masonic lodge was organizad psar Buckhorn Creek and
the mestings weare held on & hill in the woods.

In 1886,after Bill Guy became Gov;rnor of the Chickasaws ,
he had a law passed that the ﬂm man could lease land fram

the Indians for elght or ten years. i o
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I married in 1888 and movad to Pawpaw (no longsr in
existence) in the Cherokee Ration, Sequoyeh District, now
Sequoyah County, about eleven miles scutheast of Muldrow
on the banks of the Arkanses River. There was a store and
postoffice here at that time, run by ilr Watts, better
known ss Governor Watts. He receiwved thiz title while he
lived in Arkensas. He was Justice of the Peace there in
a small tomn. He paid the local paper $10.00 to anrounce
him a8 a candidats for Governor of Arkansas. He didn't
makes ths race, but from that time until his death he was
known as Governor !atts:. He was a brother of Jeff Watts.
who was president of the Katts Acsociation with hesdquarters
at Muldrow. This was an organization perfected by Mr. Watts,
claiming citizenship {n the Cherokes Hation by meh -¥hoO Were
trying to prove that they wers Cherokse Indians. There
wsre Do Indians belonging to the Association. Jeoff Watts
took as lanber;,nybody. colored or whits, who would pay
the membership fee-which was $25.00 at first. Later, this
fes wis reduced to $5.00. Hs gave his members ths right
to go anywhere they desired in the Cherckes Nation and put

in rimﬂthout paying permits and rents. _!hatewr they



423
JOHKSON, W. B. INTERVIEW. ‘ 9937_

made belonged solely to them.

For many years the suit of the Watts Association was
in litigation in the Cherokee Coancil at Tahlequah but
these men wers finally refused citizenship in the Cherokae
NHetion and Joff Watts carried {t to the United States
Court at Washington where it was again denied. The associa-~
ticn then ceased to exist, but the members held their farma
until the Dawes Coomission made the rolls and the Cherokmes
wsre allotfted land.

The Watts Aszociation always paid Jeff's expenses to
Washington. He would call the associstion togother a few
days before he comtemplated taking his trip and aesk each ,
one to contribute toward the expsnse. How the Cherokees
hated the members of this Watts Associationm!.

There were three boats which sailed on the Arkansas
River 1n.the early days, the "William Drew”, the K. C.
Millexs und\the *Captain Blakely". They were all three

rreish\t~1ﬂd passenger boats and all had saloons on them.
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They ware fired with zord wood and were the stern wheel
type of boat., They hanled cottomseed and cotton, .also
hay and some corn from Pawpaw. There was a cotton gin at

-

Pawpaw.
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A snag boat also ran on ths Arkensas River to keep
the chamel opei. The men on this snag boat pulled trees,
logs, etc to the bank s0 that freight boats could ent
through. |

I moved to Briartown on the Canadian River in 1890.
Eora‘ I 1ived on a place belonging to Tom S8tarr. Hs was a
fine man to work for, although his home was headquarters
for ontlm.. During his ocutiaw days he and Bill West were
border bandits. They were very hard to capture and the
Cherokee Government offered a $1,000.00 reward for either
of them, dead or alive. They were bdrothers-in-law. Tom
killed B{1l and collscted the reward. But they couldn't
seen to get Tom. Finally the Cherokse Covermment told
Toam that 4f he would lay his gun down and s$ay at hams they
would let him go fres. This he did - and from that time on
he was a good citigen. I have been in Fontotoc County since

1901.



