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Fit,fé Norker's name Mrs, Nora L. Lorrin,
TMis report made on (date) April 14 ’ . 19 8

L. Neame Mr. Esther Fleeman,

Doat Ortire Address El Reno, Oklahoma

3. ;{guldcm,c .oddrese (or location) 102 South Miles Ave.

4, DATE OF BINTH: Month May Day 2% voor 1873
5, Place of birth Missouri )
5. Name of Father Lobert Fleeman Place of pirth Virginia,
’ . about 1854,
OtLer nfomast ion atout fath Died 1920
7. Name of Mopher Mery (Aiken) Fleeman Place of birth V1rginia
. sbout 1854
. Ctler information about mother - Died in 1302
~Cler o comrlote narretive by the rield workcer dual inz with the life and
cudry of the ereon intirvieweds Rofor o Manual for sascosted subjects
o tio n;. Continue on vlank sheets if ncecssary and attach firmly to
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Mrs. Nora L. Lorrin, .
Investigator, )
April 14, 19313,

An Interview with Mr. Esther Fleeman,
102 South Miles Ave., El Reno, Okla.
Esther Fleeman was born in ngar County, Missouri,
«
May 24, 1873, Ilis father, Robert Fleeman, wns born in

Virginia about 1854 apd died in 1920. He was a Union Soldier

-

in the Civil Wag. His mother, Mary (Aiken) Fleemaﬁf,was horn

in virginiae, ;bout"1854 and died in 1902. The Fleemans came

to Oklahoma in the fall of 1304. Mr. Fleeman was one of

seven childreﬁ, only four of wham.livgﬁ to maturity. %hey were

farmers and lived about a mile from a river and this river was

full'of fish. As a boy,~Mr? F. aemun swan, giaﬁed aﬁd hunted
;;ong this river. He went to a log schooihouse and the children

often played hooksey, b: slippirig through the cracks where the

chinking had fallen away. They would catch the teacher off

gﬁard wnd out they would go. There were coons,opossums, mink

to hunt. The Missouri farming 1and is rich enough to raise

most anything but the upland is rough uﬂd rocky 'nd very hard

t5> work with. Mr. Fleeman married May Ishaw in 1898 and when

they came to Oklahoma in 1904 they had a little'girl four years

Oldo . . ~
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They cane through, from their home 1ncMisaourii,in

a covered wagon accompanied by Mr. Fleeman's brother-in-

law‘brigging their hqusehold goods along with them so

there were two covered wagons. When they passed through

Springfield,‘they saw large anple orcpardém ith thg apples

thick_on the ground and it seemed u.pity for all of ithose

apples tg Z0 to. waste th.t way. Coming through the mountains
of Arkansgs proved to ﬁeva greai hardship, s some.of those

mountains were aLmost'atraight upe.
The Fleemun party came through r;rt qmith, 'rkansss,

snd stoppsd Ltere to visit Mrs.Fleeman's people for aﬁhile,
ind after they left Fort Smith, Arkansas’they tried to came
(thrgugh Indinnola, but the bridge was washed out and tley had
to detour. nd they got into some rouzh country and had to use
both tesms on one wagon to pull up the hills. They did that
occasiona. lywhile they were coming through the Arkensas Noun-
t1ins, 8lso. Somewhere on their wuy they hud to cross a river
on . ferry ho:t, the river'wus up, and phere'were no railings
on tne ferry uﬁd the horses were restless xndlcame ieur slid-

ing off into the deep gwift current. This frightened Mrs.

Fleemun almost out of her senses :nd while they were coming
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through the mountsins they were overtaken by a bad thunder
shower and were thoroughl& drenched. +They tried to rind

a house somewhere so that they might go in out of the ruin
and dry out by a fire but they were unable to looaté one

but f{nallj ran onto a8 log schoolhouse and went into it «nd
built a fire and stayed all night and until they were
ﬁhoroughly dried out. The next day the& were lost and did nnt
know which wéy to go. They came through the Chickasaw country‘
and saw muny Indians who were very dark7probab1y Chickasawg.
these Indians were peaceable nnd did not bother the rlaemens
in any way. ‘They drove acruss Oklahoma, and stopped at Hydro
in Caddo aouhty. ‘their business was rfarming «nd they rented

a fdrm frowm K¥r. Lee Woodruff, g_carpenter wiho lived in Jkla-
homa City7and %armed it for eighteen seurs, raiéing cotton,
poé&\und livestock. ‘they got ulong pretty well until the
drouths struck them and after that it wwes prsetty hard going.
they never oasned a‘}arm of their own. The farm on which they
lived wis just six miles :est of the solony Inﬁian S;hool. A

man >f the nume of Cain ran a store at volony uand they traded

with him, :nd so have been to tlhe Colony Iandian School many
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times. Mr. Fleeman has attended a good many Indian dances,

-

one thut he especially en joyed was at seatherford, a long
. tire ago, ‘they came to Canadian County in 1931, and during

'31, '32 and '33 is when he hud his hard luck. ne rarmed in

Canadian County three yenrs snd did not raise a fhing. ‘they
went back to Caddo County, and e¢.me to El Reno about four

months ago, -nd settled at 102 South Kiles Street. He does

‘

not own this place, just rents it. Mr. Fleeman likes Mis-

souri, but since he is a farmer, it is so much eagier to farm

o

on land ¢t .«t is free from roots and rocks, that he much prefers

farming in Oklshoma. Mr. end Mrs. Fleeman had four children,

two boys and two girls. Their youngest boy got burmd to deuth

in California, by an exploding Zas stove. 0One of their children !

lives in Colorado end »ne in Oklahoma City.



