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Zeidee B, Bland, , .
Journelist, .
september 19&7.

An Doterview with Mrs. Rena Fink,
Altus, Oklehoma, g
I was neerly tem years old when my father.decided he
w uld seek a new country to precti Ce medicine. Accordingly
he loaded Mother snd us childremn fnto a covered wagon with
his sheep skin medi;:;ne ba@)bedding,and a campiné cutfit
and headsd {nto the unknown. I camot remember just why we
pgused’at Frazier Jjust west 'of where Altus 13 now. Ve set
up houaekeeping in a onee-room house with a. shed roon on the
side and stayed in that house untlﬂ. ‘the great flood of 1892
waphed 1§ away ,'anﬁ then we moved to Ne&ajo where"rather wes
"to take up ?pxjaetié‘e with his brother who had located nmearer
the mxﬁtams and was more fortunate ‘as to locatfon {f not in
prectice. Everything had to be frefzhted from Vernon and es

there were only three storee in the lplace 1 was often asked

to atay mth the wivea of the merchants waile the nen went to

LI

Vernon for suppli ese

, We had a one-room schoolhouse where all community ™

[ s 3
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gatherings _took plncé, preée;hing, de\;:ea, !hmsfan{l ",
" gatherings of sli kinds. . \ ' B
At rirst, Father alwys rode horseback ‘and often

: got caught in high ua'tor and was in denger. Once he

was caught {n the river, His aaddlq\ bags :logt;d off.
Ho got off the horse to swim after them and he thought
his horse was drowned but the horse got out and some men
who -1ived near the river saw the horse without his i'idor \
and came down eaif! helped to restue Dad, All Dad;i medi-
cine was spoiled and theplabelg xg_ﬁc all waslied off the
bottles and he had to come back home tyerore._ he could ‘
prescribe any medicine glihouaz he went on to see his

| Patient before he came ‘home,

Helping new babies {ntc the world, treating fevers and
smallpox were about all Father had to do,.but dtz;ipg these '
k;pt him pretty busy, He sometimes m;m).d' have‘ to gtay two }
oF three days waiting for the baby to arri{vs sfter he was
-ealled for it was too far from home to come homd andago\
back, Everyone .11ved_ in oné~room,most]y in athq ground, and

all the femily would be in thet one room together with the

[ [
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dog and cat/somatimes a §10k pig or a bunch of little
chiekegs.%rather got only $10,00 for a baby no matter
how far he had- to go or how long he had to stays I
Mber vcry well the firat iunu he ever rsported.
He was gone three days and nights end lost both ba“biea
but aaved the' mother. After he began to g0 m e buggy
I always got his horses mtched to the buggy while he
got his medicine ‘case fixed .hen the ca would com.
_Uiman’y the one who ‘e'm\nifor the doctor wcmld dssh up

on a horse, bareback for\he w scared or ‘the d«etor

would not dbe callad: Yor auch thinga aa measles Oor Dumps
gnd such every day things the. doctor was nevbr called

unless emnplicatioxg set up and the family 8°€ scared, I
went to school in a one- schoolhouse at Navajo toos
‘e studted 'ncGt.xffey's Readeps; Blue Back Speller, Ray's
 Aritimotic and Harveyb Grammer. We learzed to write by a
ecopy being put on tha bo once a day by the teaehor‘ or
oﬁe of the older scholars fu
sat. in a sqiat. ALY the

i

j ~

 double desks and twb or
grades were {n ons TI00Mm,

{

Everyone took his hay dinner 'aj/ school took up

~'at eight and turned out jhen {t began to get darke The

?

%ﬁd write rell. Ve had,

¥
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.Sull was usually down whei we got homes We had ladfes

for teachers mostly and they were sure g00d ones too,

Y +a $156,00 for & oewing machtne for k

Moth ‘ ws 8 singer and then we had a lot

of mra to come to our house 0 leam to
se yarda into a drean and five yards into a

aed yarda_ eind yardis of home-made lace, My -
was made out of cream cashmere and my hat

ithe aa# materfald I trimmed them in cresm -

-¢ and riddbon. In Nawejo we had & tw-story
" nouse and a dugout to /coek and eat in.

Aot Mr, Fink at e da.nce and we loved each other at

s but want togo%her uree years before e married. Ve

ra mrried at prayer motin% by the Jusifce of the Peace

; Cloud Chgief which was the county seat of Waslnt_a County

v

‘then‘.' Jugg‘i Hatchet was his name. There were-no preachers
to be had except on regular deys when they were supposed

to coms and preach,snd when we ot rea&t; to be married we
' a4 not want to waite

»

We had lots of play parties énd p:cnica}:a well as dsnc-
ing for car social activities. .7

-
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‘ ( Once I had & oox'mm who had a birthdsy and wanted

ito celebrate {t 0 she gave a continuous deance for two
daya‘ and nights, s0_that people from & hundred m{les alway .
could come as ';zolla'as‘th‘e ones _torty or £ifly mlei a‘v.ay.
Dﬁneing yont on all the days ezx’xd nights and ;‘m'n .could eat
whenever yon wanted te, The food was furnished by the host
but the visitors peid the fiddlers, usually 25 cents for & '
agt; The boyt; were alwéys glad to/’ do the paying. " We hardly
evcr had over two pieces a fiddle/ and banjo or guitar. It
" wus nothing to 2 Sixt{ mles to a dance. A couplo of boya
would hitch their saddle ponies t0 a wagon, set in twg or-
three spring seats, get} the girls end boys who a‘wﬂ.d‘ e ‘

neinandavaywewouldgoandmmanydMnotcam*ehome

until morning sure enough,

We made our dresses ‘out of challis, lawn, chamb end |
calico for summer. . For winter our‘d'rcsses were of b dclo\th,.
cashmere or woolsey. My n&di”ﬁg‘ dre;ss hed en eleven gored
sicirt: Every girl's Hope Box contained quilta; sheet o
pillow oases, foL:ther piliows & and if shs was luclcy/e/aatjhér 0
bed énd towels, '

" We did not s¥e fancy dishes of cook Jes3els but ﬂelf; L

airl kneq how t9 cook. We did not know what baking pcvdc;r
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was wt;ut nads _ou/;‘ cakes"trM’bakiné soda end cresm or |
7%3!%&3: Wﬁvmgée pound cakes, orange and lemon cekes and
spice aﬁd Tsﬁxt cekess I had never heard of vanilla.
Whe? we ha?'a dence’ the house where we had 1t was more
often thgﬁ not one-ream and every stick of furnitl;xre was

\\

o
moved oﬁt until after the dance was overs



