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An interview, with A. 0. Farquharson,
^ E. Oklahoma, Quthrie, Oklahoma.

I l e f t Oxford, Kansas, April 22, 1889. I t was l a te

when I s tarted as I did not expect to take-any par t in the

run, I only wanted to see the fun. Then I expected to go

back home and stay there. '-

The t ra in I was on stopped at a l i t t l e stet ion'f ive;

miles north of Guthrie cabled Lawrie. *

Knowing that i t would be hard tcffimJ* a 'pla.ce f n

Gathrie to sleep or get anything to Upt, I l e f t the t ra in

to try to find the camp of my brothers who had come on an

ear l ier t ra in expecting to s e t t l e near Skeleton Creek.

After much wandering around I finally1 spied the i r camp

at a distance. I got there in time to partake of the

pork and beans which smeXled so good from the 'pot in which

they were boiling.-

My brother, William, had located a fine bottom farm

on Skeleton Creek, but my brother, James, had not yet been

fortunate enough to get a claim.

We a l l s lept wê ll and so.mdly that night.

Next morning we looked around. I found one or two

fellows threatening to f i l e a contest on my brother ' s claim,

They had-a^tfegro named Poteet who sai d he could swear that
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•he saw my brother there before twelve O'clock, t h i s negro

got to be qui te a p o l i t i c i a n in Guthrie af terwards . For -

. \ - r

feer they might give t r oub l e , I took a team and plow and
f

ft
made a good and valid settlement on that for myself.

Afterwards a man by the name of Lutze fi led a con-

tes t against my brother. But when he found th'at I had a

va^d claim ahead of" hTm, we agreed on a price and I se t -
» *

tled'with him, then paid my brother for h is in te res t .

I then bui l t a house and dug a good well*, and broke

out eighty acres of sod.

Ify wife and two boys were s t i l l hanging onto the

Kansas home although they had spent severe 1 months in the

summer with me on the claim.

I had f i led on the claim, and was get t ing ready to.

take out a deed, sow a crop of wheat and move my family

down, when a Kr. Remington came by one day looking for a \

farm. We were not "long in making a deal* - Re paid me

$1,200*00 cash, which was considered a good pr ice at that

timea'or a claim, and I moved "to Guthrie,

On the morning after the opening, we had s tar ted out

to find a claim for my brother, James, tfe found an I r i sh -

,v
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nten with a sp lendid c la im, most of i t bottom land, j o i n i n g

tip to-Lawrie. He was a genuine hobo,^couldn't t e l l a good

f«rm''frpm a rock quarry; but he p e r s i s t e d tha t Lawrie'was

going to be the town of Oklahoma. He t o l d us that the*

bottom had dropped out Qf Guthrie for the =Saata Fe had • s -

tabliBhed Lawrie for the b i g town. Of course h i s argument

persuaded us and .we paid him $175,00 for the c la im.

was asking $500 .00 .

My brother , J. A. Farquharson, s t i l l owns and l i v e s

on t h i s farm, which has been made famous by i t s f i n e a p p l e s .

He took f irs t prize on his apples at the National Apple Show

at Spokane in 1911. • * -"- '

Soon after I moved to Guthrie, I wei.t into partnership '

v-ith :-ac I-.orris. .e bought the New York llardw.re Store from

George .... L.undy, -..ho had started i t on ApriJL 22nu. ,.e took pos-

session or. January 1, 1891. i t was then located bet?<e-.a ";:ere
i

the City hall no>. is and the 3anta "* e Railroad or. the slope of

the hill.^

e had hard slead:;.f, for the f i r s t s ix mot ths . ill on the

Sac :;nc ?ox J-ountry Vias o°inG <0 *e cptned up, and business tt.Tan

right. For three months before the opcnin.- evei*y trail, tr-" ™ht

oT n^r-(jo|tcr3. ve were the nearest L^rdttajx stooceto the
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,''vdepot, and we had, a !&)Qd chance to cVtch the firs'jt-trade as *they

' got, off the t r a ins .

,.e ne.ve£. closed the store-before eleven p*ra. ror v;e couldr"

GO tusii.egs vihenevei* a t r a i : came in . 1'hey a l l wanted hoes,

rakes, spaagr^^,shovels, pitch-forks, harav.e'rs, na i l s , dish-pans;,
'•A • J*

ash-pans,^ frying pens, and dutch ovens.

..e had had the store open almost day and night and were' t i red

out by the day of the openiLg. .<e ^concluded that Lie t rains

..•oulff not be cro'wded ..i1±i people wantix.g r-oods that ni^ht for "i-

tue "run" was already over. So ?/e closed the., s tore ear l ier than

usual, end went, ho:x- to <$)t a jood n i ^ i t ' s r e s t . '..re loft a v

youn"* raan 3l<epi:.i- t-̂ eref for our 9tors, had been Epbtea twice.
. ' " ' ' ' I » s ' •. ; -'

I..y v.ife came home from rCaiisas' tl'; J, ini-iit. The trai: . should

hr ve been in at 10 p.m., but on account of heaty t raf f ic vit

" 'dia .̂ ot ~et in unt i l 1 It.m. :*y wife ckue honie in a'.hack, and
1 • I '

awake r.f.d me. 3he said thf-t i \.uuld have to "get; up and hurry'
^ ' 1 • I \ • ' '
» -dv-wn to the store as pt'ople iia'd.iriade tJ.e young inun o|,tn up thes t o r e a i d i t v.a3 f u l l of people^^bb had juat arrived ion the train

and wanted to buy things'. I'hurrie-G doto, and g^t bu'sy. All

. e :: c t., C.0 was firiC ihe th^ir.gs they waited aui^ . ly . , I;hey didn' t

ar;ue'alou^'the/f rices, by the t-ome we ad them li- waited '
!
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on the cocks were crowing for day.. Some had wagons, some
*

were on horseback, and some-were on foot.

Besides other hardware supplies we sold th i r ty-f ive new

cook stoves one morning before nine o'clock, just ai'ter "the

Sac and Fox Opening.

At f i r s t the on ly/hou^e thaiL.I could get *o l ive in v.as

a l i t t l e two-room ho\*se -up ne?.r where our rligh School is now.

It .was made out of a at . re building* »e lived in i t three

mo. tha before I could find anything be t t e r .
• * * *

when we closed the store at 10:30 or 11:00 P.!.;'., I always

had to put on my xubber boots to ^o-hoi.:e becauVe the raid was

so deep-. 1'here were no» sidewalks except where some en te r - '

.." prizing cit.izen laid-dovm a few boards.

r/e made a' l i t t l e money and we 'had ̂ a G°°d t ime.
•i

On the corner where the Dolph Pri..tii.g Co îpany is now,

was an old \?ooden tu i ld ing , a 3aloont v>tth a rooming-house

• upateirs . A<-'stairway went ut> the outside on the south s ide .

I t ve$ pleasant there in the afternoons so a-"bunch of loafers

used to si t°on the s teps . The woman who' ran the rooming house

decided that they were hurting her bu.incss end asked them
1 ' i * '

to "move s-everal times. Then she had a carpenter build a

.w#ter trough on the banister irected ,'in such a way that when
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the .water l e f t the trough if would land on "the necks of the

t r e s p a s s e r s . The next t ime t h e r e was a f u l l quorum on the

s t a i r s she emptied a bucket of cold water into the t rough.

The surpr i sed men almost jumped to ;he middle of tire s t r e e t

and y e l l e d ' l i k e Comanche Ind ians . . v

.v'e. soon got b e t t e r acquainted with our ne ighbors , my

.wife be-gan to a t t end s o c i a l •- vent^>, • joined a fev/ c lubs , and

was satisfied with the ii:

The children went "to school in, ,he\old cracker factory,

* V
\ 200 bl^ck ^ast Vilas, with Mi^s Alma ^ar^on as teacher*

\ I bought sore lots at 519 n.. Harrison tauL built ' a • -
\ - * \

residence, there . " '- -

• « i.Ir. _. . . Cooper,' a nei'^bor, as ^d rae^^e morning if he

'.could present my naue to-tire city council to f i l l a vacancy.

Wlien ^/took my seat,' Mayor Martin appo inteji-me on the finance

• committee. I was elected- n xhe c.-ouncil the. next term, and

served tv«o years as chairman of the finance ca.nrJLttee with
1 * * *

** "V

v.. f. Cooper end H. ^. lodd. ,'.e put the city on a cash basis

by refunding the present indebtedness. That made, our warrants

worth ICO cents on ihe dcsilar,-.dien they ha'd been se l l ing for

65 cents. ' / •

/
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. The next city elect ion, April'1896/ I was/elected Mayor .

> • . ' I ' •

without' any "opposition, being nominated by .'lie republican

convention and. endorsed by the Den/ocratic convention. I was
7 ' ?

more proud of that than of just.being Llayor. - * ^

In 1909 I was again elected Mayor, We had a busy term, as ±

we put down nearly a l l the -paving the i the c i ty has up to

the present date. " / i

e started an agitation7 for a vi&auct across the Santa F.e
•y _

'tracks. V»hen v/|e went oux"-of office we had a promise from the"
i • /-̂  ^ . ' "''. -,

Santa fe Company in writing that tiily^ wp.uld^uild' i t i#,the

city would grant soi.;e' smalir concessions. Through, inattention,

i t -was dropped for many years and ^as just l a te ly beeh b u i l t .

I-served for! seven .years on^the school board, tin ee years

of that titae as!president of -he board. I' resigned because

I could not do/ i t just ice without negleeting mjr private bus-

iness. , » ! . ' v •

"e vere a l l very busy looking after the' legis lature which

met here./ .(e< were hard pressed to find rooms for them-to

meet in. - \-,e voted bonds and t u i l t what v̂ e cailed" a Conven-
tion Hall'on a ten acre "plot on the east side of town-, which;

•> . / I •'
was intended as a site1 for a-capitoi tuilding at a later <3;i«te.
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When .we got statehood arid^Has.ell, a. Democrat v/as elected/

governor,, he and I-'rank Greor, who published the Juthrie Capital,

$ad a lot qf trouble QveiLpolitics; Finally, vve los t the cap-

i t a l to oklahona City.

>You have he&rd about Bi l l Doolin, the bank robber, but v

, did you know that [he, held a b i j reception i i the Logan County

| Courthouse when he was brought here from the eastern psrt of

the terr i tory^ Some U. 3 . Marshals brought him in, ?<nd ,the '

word got out through'the tov<n. Uver.body v/ented to see him,

so they flocked to .he courthouse and lined }ip» J. lef t my ^, '

stbremand went \.\Vsx ^he crowd. . \ . . -^~

•>.e stood in line 'for quite awhile,; f ina l ly Ifreached him. •

He was standing in the ha l l . . I shook hands 'v.ith him, and told

him I was glad to see him.

•"Yes," he'Said, "T am.gl&d \o. be back here ..here I can see .

-•all the •b-oys,"

A short time after t^iat my ife and I had taken a

drive through oest Guthrie-. -. AS ;.IJ ; ^ r c dndyin^ up Kobley

Avenue h i l l fjpom'the bridge, i,;e noticed people lodging yout
. v • ' • /1

of sight. 1'hen v/e heard yells and calls for heln

the united S t a t e s J a ^ l . . l̂up nois.,e kept ge t t i ng v.fors«;ao 11 j

4x&
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stopped my horses -and to ld lay wife t h a t I ?.as going over to

see* what, Y.&S wrong'. 3he did not want me to go pyr f e a r 1'

TOi:ld-cet into t roub le . 1 T:n over and fp^rnd a/Kmt a half

dozen* guards locked up in | ae c e l l ^ ' 'She ./-riscners .iad "<y>t

av/ay and taken the Icsys v r̂-til them. *-ne ..v.a.iv, who. was out in •

the c i t y , had a s e t of ; . i .p i ic t tcs r;i th h£in. They askc-ii ne t o .

fine him., _! ̂ f ouhd MIL in

held in a t e n t near the ĉ

Ate Mulcky.

^ The ?i

a pro t ree led nceting, ->.i;.t was be ins

urthous« si te" by a preaci^er nr-nied

.he "ien uut of t h e / c e l l , but .no l-r:^3

of the escaped pr i soners could^Jb^found iihat n igh t , ^ne or

two were captured ti^e nejet dey but abou/t f i f t een jot c l ea r

away.. ' ;
/ \

/ i i i l l Doolin and the ihan^-iac wa3;;-w£feh him to 6k a horse .and

b/aggy firom a young one-tamed idan b' \h©?naa§ of Goontz1, who

/ ' * • t • /

/was out riding with hijs g i r l , leavyn^ them-to -walk back

town.«

_lic/rc. t "time l i i l l Doolin v;as/captu-red and brouji'o lack

to to;/n he did noS &old,any reo/eption., ,lhe,y took feiin out to

Summit View Cemetery and left'/him there . :£e,-had been v;:.tched

at l.is ho:.:e where/he .had %o\A to see nis vrif e and child,
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was ki l led in a few minutes after he hacuuida^n thorn good-bye.

. Guthrie is now the headquarters for Kasonry in th i s s t a t e .

..e hsve two Masonic homeis here, one ior the old folks over

sixty-"five years of age i and one for the children up to eighteen,

years of age. -e also have two blue lo--g;.s, and the Consistery

which'has a membership scattered a l l over the •..orid. 'It ha3

; had as high as 17,000' paid up members. ..e also have i:. the

. Jork. Rite the Chapter and Gocunandery. And a very large mem-

.beTship of ^astern S t a r s . •

'.Then the l a t e General Harper 3 . Cunningham v.raa empowered

by the Supreme Council at ;Aashir.gton,'D. G. to establish a

C^nsistery somewhere in •'he te r r i to ry of Oklchciua, .he mt(de

the announceriont one evening berore a l a ^ e ^ gathering of .

busine'ss men that he was,-ready to..form a consistery arid would '

l ike to meet a l l "Qiose' interested at his office on Wednesday

of the next week. I t seems tlu.x jnly e ig t persons were in-

terested as that was the number ti^at attended. '

harper" 3 . "Cunningham was much disappointed and 3 a id that '

he could -p to some ot.her city &nd" ^et plenty of help. But'

, tSithrie was his home .and he wanted'it here, and if .we boys
' • •? * ' • ' .

would join him and-help, the rest v«ould see sonve day wh
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-they were trying to turn down.

I have remembered h.is remarks often ,of late y'eers, v/hen

we'have taken in as many as SCO in oî e class. Very fej? of

the early workers in the (jonsister/ had any chance to join '"
, .. - ; . • • * ' «

a class. Kost of us had the degrees communicated, '.."hen we
• — - •

rormed 'classes for'others to join we had no building to hold

our meetings in, and'.-no money to ouild with. Four or rive
r

of us so.t together and borrowed ^1,100.00 to buy t.he lots

on which the Ivlasonis .emple was la ter built . This property

was turned'over : ree of charge to the Grand Lqdge*_o£ tr.e . .

State to 4.i duce them to make this state headquarters and to

two home's here. ' ' • . v .,. ' •

It*hould be remeiubered that the 6onanencement without

a dollar in sight and going §1,100.00 ia debt to t)uy lofts, ' * ••
* . . • • . : * * • • s " • • -

and then working up ihe. maabersnip until \v© were able to , *
' ' " • \ . \
build the f i rs t Temple, and enlarge i t twice to hold the

ii.creasingneiabership was really a' more wonderful and herotc
- - . " - ' ' . ' * • > ' '

•"undertaking than it was 'for the la ter raanbers to, build v/hsts
' . * ' . , a &

v/e call the Cathedral. They had a million and/half dollars

in the treasury to s ta r t ; th , &nd a building that bad cost

|150,000.00 on ten acres--of ground a l l siven to them free of̂  . .̂ __

charge.
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of course we are a l l proud of t h e g \ e a t Masonic work t h a t

has been done ir Guthr ie . I have had 'the pleasure^ and' honor

.of being a 33rd "degree ilason for more than t h i r t y y e a r s . '

I would l ike to. have recorded the/names of a few heroic
i i

ir.d courageous soula-who were i::struraental in s ta r t ing and

pushing to jC^upletiori. the work ,of 1/Iaso'nry in, Guthrie and the

s ta t e . They are Fred-1 l&ler of Hennessey, James Antrobous "

of Fairvie^f, William Griffin of Oklahoma City; Ld, 3 . Donby-̂ -
'' ' " • I • ' ' '

of Dallas and George V.'illis offyLklahona City, and a few others .

- ' 'Knowlton originated Danderine .while running a ba*rber shop

here in Gut'nrie., and-nade a fortune out of it v—•ii'Cw he lives",

in Los Aiigeles.' • _ / h

Just before the Str ip otJcnir^?; I bought a 'big ilnglisr. coach-horae, 'a t r o t t e r , and t ra /ned ' her"\ i i i t i l i knev{ she cou.lu flo

an hour e a s i l y / I'M r>artnef, i..ae Morris, was to make '-

//
the t r i p on the . t r a i n , tohile I would dr ive my f-ast t r o t t e r to

a l i t t l e c a r t , taking feith'-~e-a xent a'ui big banner-with, • x

York Hardware,? o/n i t .

e loaded fou.r wag)ns with hardware fro:, our Guthrie s t o r e

and had them waiting just back of the land se t t e r s on the l i n e .
/

As soon as-the way was opeTi the i r uriTters were, to come on
t

to Perry. -! •
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I had a plat of1-the town and knew what lot I wanted, but

I didn't get l i t , ' '
> • - . . . ' .

II had expected my horse- to go t ro t t ing easily ov6r the '

prair ie , and waa astonished at the Jem I got intol , People ,

an bothssides- -Qt me, in front, and behind and everywhe-3?r&. you

could see viere running their horses as hard as they .could,

and we a l l had to keep going at that pace.

There v/as a commotion once, people turning, trying to

keep froijiv running over something, t I vlooked and had a glimpse

of a horse dovm and a man pouring scsneth'ing out of a bo.ttie

down i t s throat . The man\was V>. H» Coyle*.

Then we were past , rushing on at the same speed. i.]y.

horse...ran with big lunges Tor she was a big fto-rse. The

l i t t l e cart was almost jerked to pieces. Luckily I had

prepared for that and had wired up securely every place that

could fa l l apart . ' >

About a mile th is side of Ferry was a big gulch. I didn f t

see how that mob of vehicles v;as going to cruss tha t gulch

without slowing down a l o t . But they never slackened speed

a bi t , went r ight dov.n and up and on, wheel to wheel, and " ^

) 4;̂
right on ea'elr other 's heels »-> when we reached ' t h e edge of
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Perry of course we s c a t t e r e d . x 1 made for the lo t I wanted
- • ' • ' • \ " • : • • . • • • •

, which was near the town pump, but a man with a Winchester

was there ahead of me and began cussing-me, so I went on. Not

finding anything else. I came back in a f.W minutes and tha t

' man waSjgone, tut about twenty other people, were on i t .

About'a block down the s t ree t I found my partner', -e set

up ou>r tent on hia lot - and _ stretched up the banner; across the

front of i t . At four-O'clock the four wagons fu l l of1"-stuff

arrived ar.di^e _began to do business. By 3^1:00 .P.M. v/e had

sold out a l l of i t . Things that we would have sold for 25

cents in Gutbrie, bro-ght $1.25 that night In Perry.

More goods arrived soon by s t ra in , and -we built5 a 3tore „?

building. I ran thet s tore for two years but kept my hoiae

in Guthrie. . •

The'lot1 east of us was taken by Jack Turney, a saloon-

keeper from Guthrie. He was running a place in a xent, and

every morning about 3:00 A.:.'., thjere \:ould be sci.:e shooting

in his place. I placed the cot that I s lept "on so that .the

stove v.ould protect me fro::, bu l i e t s . Then I got to worrying"1^,

about 3Oi':.e powder we kept for shooting wells'. ;If a

bullet had struck that stoQ2s-vQf powder i t would

\ •
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up the town. I got u p and a r r a n g e d my s u p p l y of g r i n d s t o n e s

so as to protect the powder, and slept better after that.

Perry was'the dirtiest place I ever saw. The dust was

inches thick on everything. It was in the food until you-

could"hardly eat i t , and water of any kind.cost 5 cents a

cupful. , .

une man went down along a l i i t l e creek and dug a big

dugout back iuto the bank, and servsd-meals. in there out .of

'fh^dust. It was so much cleaner that people l ineaup,

fifteen or twenty waiting outside at a time to get their meals,

After abcnrts tw> years I sold out my interes't in this

,Perry store, and cane back to Guthrie. ' I 'also sold my hard-

ware interests in Guthrie. and went Into the clothing business.

I was in that business until 1911.

' 3For .twelve years. I lived in Wichita cut returned to make
£5

Guthrie my ho:,.e. 1 have always found Guthrie a good town to

make money in .

«.. \


