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Ett& Do Mason,
Investigatir,
October 12, 1837,

An Interview with Mr., Tom Johnson,
Atoka, Oklahoma.

In the early days the Indian Territory was in
a primitive state. The range was covered wi th cat-
tle and *here was game of ell kinds. Theres were no
schools except soms private Acedemies and subscripw
tion schools, &

Among the soldiers stationed at Fort Washita

-

were many educated young men and these young men did
all in éhair power to make the community a good place
in whick to live,

Back in the fifties some of these young men
eatablished a paper called the "Fly leaf" which was entere
teining ond educationel, The Motto of the paper was "De-
voted to Moral end Mentsl Dievelopeisnt,” This paper wes
isbued twice & month,

Ian the region surrounding Fort Washits were cattle
and horse thieves, benk axd train robbers, and the county

was full of United States soldiers. .ven the most peace-
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ably minded people found i¢ necessary to fight
sonotimes.
The county doctor was more often called for -
surgery than for the practice of medicine, —
The doectors uare’comgglled to travel into the
Apbuckle Mountains te attens\outlawa and were oblige;z
to romise never %o reveal the places where they had
visited these outlsws.
¥hen 1 was a?vory amall chiild I remember climb-
ing on the ruined walls of the Fort and looking off
to the South. I could see Caddo in the distance.
Yorty years ago the story was to0ld by super-
stitious people that the Fort waé haunted by ; heade
less woman. There wes 8 lot of excitement at the time
and Fort Washits was visited by people from all perts
of the country. It was siid that the hecdless womsn
| was trying to show sameone where &8 fortune was buried,
The haunt wes called "Aunt Betsy" and n:otbera fa miles
around ¢ ! Fort would threaten their cRildren uit?-f

"Aunt Betsy" if they did not behasve properly.



