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Indian*Pioneurpé'Iistory Projoect for Oxlahoma

. . HEEN, MONT - mmemVIRY 13722
f‘ield ‘Norker's. nane _Johnson H, ﬁmnfon,
‘This report maée on (date), _aprid aeth.*f" | 193 8
‘;.' Neme gg,uo;n Boeil 4 Pionser, ' A
52 Pist 0ffice Address Antlers, Oklahoma,
'5. Residence address (or location) L
| 4 DATE OF BIRTH: ‘Nonth __ May 15’&y _18th  vear 1893 |
5,. Place of birthChogks, Indian Territory : ‘ &
6. Name of Father ) | Place of birth Arkansas
Other information about father
7. Name of Mother | ’ . Plaqe‘ of birth M/

®

Other information about mothesr

1
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Wotes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson interviewed. Rcfcer to Manual®for suggested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if ncecessary and attach firmly tc
this form, Number of shcets attached 8 ' .
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Johnson H, Hampton,

Investigator, _ ' B
Amx 26’ 1938.

An Interview with Mp. Mont Been, A Pionesr,,
Antlers, Oklahoma,

I was born May 18th, 1893, at Choske, Inmdien Territory,
Creek Nationm; my fether and mother came from Sebastian Coune
ty; axrkansas;. my' grandfather eamsj‘rém M asissippi with the
Choctaws when they moved to this country where he died and
is turied. My mthar was barn in Sedalis, Missouri, and
after fiy father merafled her they livel in srkensss untdl
they moved to this eountr} in a covered rtagon’. 1t took
tﬁam eleven days to meke the trip as there were no roads
at that time. They had all their furniture in this wagon.

My father said ﬁ:at he mnted to sece the new oounti& and

that ke had wnderstood that 1t offered good opportunities

fop :; young man who wanted to meke & living for his femily

80 he loaded up his wagon anﬂ etarted " He oame witk his
wife, there ware no other people with him, ho and ids wife |
eamd by themaelvea apd after they got to Choaka, Indian
Territory, Father rented a farm from an Indian, moved on )

it and went %o work on this ferm. They 1ived in a2 log houae

. s ¢
flvored with cottonwocd lumber tut it was a pretty good house

L
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at that and after they got located they bought some more
rurntturo for the house and lived on thia farm for several
years, anl this ferm is the pl.ace where I was born. They
raised all the soyn and oottpn they could gether and at
" that time people made lots of corn and cotton end other
things which they planted on the farm. They raised some
cattle and hogs on this farm for thelr own use and sold
som of the hogs %o the neighbors ‘ayoud tut cattle end
hoga dﬁ not bring Wut very little, . Fathar made money
‘on what he gold for it did not ¢ake very mach work to
raise all the corn that a man couwld gather. In fact, they
raised too much carn for the market and if they did want
to sell it they could not get anything .tox' it, far it was
#01d for about 10 cents per bushel at that time and it was
better to feed it to the hogs than to‘sell‘it to the neigh-
%ﬂny would sometimes give the corn away %o paople
who . !lm txeveling through.
| At thattum the ocountry was open and it was not
settled very much so there were no . fanoes much out on the
prairies and the grass was just fine, In fact it was a
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better caw country than a furming country. It was good
land but on account of the grass and o;ther th\inge it was .
better cow country but the farters ruined it by breaking
1t up and meking ferms out of the country. Ve loft that
-country end moved mgk to Sebastien County, 4rkenses;
lived there for a few yeers and we then moved back to
Ptfnhmtaha County in 1910. ’We, have lived here ever alnce
we came to Pushmataha County. I got merried to one of the
davghters of Cloid Melerty who was living in Ant).c;rs' and
is still in intlerse After thet I went to the comntry and
wvont to farming and we are still on the faxrm and at this
time we rajse carn, <cotton and other far;n,‘produc;ts and
40 raise a few cattle end hogs on the farm. We had our
cotton ginned at Autlers and sold 1t at the same place and
%o traled here in dutlers all this tims. |

¥hen we moved to thias county in 1910 there was a good
deal of game such as deer ani all other smll game and there
were turkeys and plenty of fish in the creeks, 'y @ would
go out and kill what we wanted to ezit but we did not waste
any of the game at that time but lat‘ar_the. whn; people began

¢
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to settle the country aml they would just kill the game
wﬁather they wanted {¢ or not and pretty soon the game
wt;s gone amd-the fish in the crecks as well, so now there
is not any gam:to spesk of at all anl the . fish i:s about
gone in the creeks and the rivers. Out where 1 lived at
that tims there were no houses to be aoan/ﬁoﬁl‘:b very feow, and
theraj was 1o land in cultivation that amounted to anything
and the whole country was unsettled at that tim between
the town end the river. There were no houses to be seen
ailong the z?ad and there were no fences; the timber was
fine pine, osk, and cedar but the trees were soon cut out
by ti:e sawmillers and now there is no timber of any value
to be seen. )

1 was elected (?ounty Cormissioner of the com;ty for
soverel terms end then I was elected County Assessor far
several terms and 1 have served in some capacity in,Push-
;zntaha Counf;' evey since I moved to this countyry; now I
‘am on the fardi out from Antlers.

I dave been among two tribes of Indians since I ceme
to Indian Territory and I Imve found them to be honest and
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law-abiding and good neighbors and they do not bother eny-

-nody Wt attend to their own buainess if they are let alone.

They fight among themaelves when they get drunk but when
they are not drinking“they are the best people’anywhere.
6f course, moat of them like this"¥ireewater” and when they
got hold of it they surely will get drunk, but they are

surely good people. To my mind they are sbout the best

people that I have known since I have been with them and

' bave been living in their country.’
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My father axﬂ mother both died in Oklshome but I had
t.’aem taken back m the old home am thcy are buried in the
Liberty Cemetery in Arkanssas where we used to\live. I am

ﬁvirg about seven miles west of Antlers on a famm,



