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AnnéyR. Barry 4
Investigator
November 24, 1937

Interview with ¥

Williem Francis -Beard /
El Reno, Oklahoma. //

A BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH /

wiliiem Francis Beard was born inm Indian7(/on
March lT’ 1865, the son of Alggandor Beard anK Catherw -
ine (Buckhalter) Beard. It was in this stpte that
" Mr. Beard spent his emrly life, /

I] was on/April 19, 1892, that he made the Run at
the Cheyenne and Arapsho Opening. He 1oéated on a claim
four miles west and eight south of the Kl Reno mills.
The settlers of the préiriea féund at hand material for

shelter and fuel; the dug-out and the sod house provided

shelter and cow chips and wood ﬂerved as fuel; where tim-

ber was available along.the cregeks and rivers it was nat-

!
i

urel for people to make log houses.

When ﬁr. Beard’s wagon h ltbd at the place desirsd
i .

for a hcouse thedy quickly set uﬁ ? tent. He then took &

- gpade from the wagon and began t%‘cqnstruct a half dug-

1

out; the dug-out was more efsily made than the sod house




f
i

BEARD, WILLIAM FRANCIS  INTERVIEW . 9372

| - £ - ’

and he waa'very:anxious to g;t settied and to atart
plamting a crop. In a few days he had a ten by twelve
foot hole Aug; is family continued to live in the cov-
ered wagon box while he used the running gears to haul
‘the logs, poles, brush and grass needed for the roof
and front of the §u3~out. ‘The roof sloping back onto
thé hill was made ¢f poles and logs covered over with
brush, a layer of prairie hay thick emough to hold dirt,
and finally a layer of dirt was put over the grass.
This house was by no means ideal; many times after a
heavy rein it was necessary to dig & trench from the
houses to the level to carry water off the floor. Moat
" of the water in this paft of the country was hard and
there was nothing to goftenlit; this water was called
ngyp" water, it hardened and roughened the skin anmd
left -the clothes in bad condition. Every time Mr.
Beardts wife thought it was going to ™ain she set about
to supply herself with wash water by strewing tubs, dish-

pans and other vessels around the house; the wind gaually

scattered them in every direction. A little later the
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rqin-barral appeared at the gcormer of the house to

catch thé raindrops which dripped from the eaves, and

w;re carried $0 the harrel by mesns of a trough. 1In

time cisterns wers dug.

Mr. Beard owned a sod plow and the figgt year
he planted little patches of ielons, punpkins, squashes,
corn and other food stuffs and raised a good Efop GOR~
sidering that it was iate in the Spring when he planted.
It was an éxperiéenf in mary ways to find the best type |
of agriculture for the country. The scarcity of‘timbgr
made fencing a difficult problem for their family.

Mr; Reard's femily felt proud if, on looking out
the window some 8unday morning, they saw a neighbor
coming acrcss the prairie in his big ;agon and soon the
whole tamily‘yould be unloaded and would come in to spend
the day. Often times the. rneighbor women would bring a
cake or a chicken. These things were wselcomed and all
had a good time and after a day's visit this family re-
turmed home to remember the pleasant occasion for days.

If by misfortune a man in the neighborhood hed sick-

.ness, waa disabled or bshind with his work because of the



BEARD, WILLIAM FRANCIS . INTERVIEW 9378 - 208
' . S Lo

* -\.4-

losa.of 4 horse, someone wen% around and asked the neigh-
bors to help with the worthy cause. Gometimes 1t‘waa
husking corn, sometimes plewing, hsuling wood or plant-
ing orope. No ome thought of pay.

At a "corn husking" the neighbors wont to & home,

" sat in the barm, husked the corn and shelled it by rub-
bing cobs'on the ears of corn. After two or three huurs
of thi; woﬁk everyone went to the house rof a good supper,
Ven, women, ana éoung people phen played all sorts of . -
games ard told riddles. '

The first school house and church built iﬁ their
neighborhood, called tﬁe Heastorn school,was built by a
group of meighdors, ‘It was ag this school that literapy
programs were held, there were "“pieces" by little tétb,“:-
songs, ¥eadings,'violin selections by the older ones.

Yhen finaliy the group broke up, the adpgs of paople could
be heard a mile away as they made théir‘ﬁay‘hoﬁa over the _
ﬁrairiea |

After black boards became availadle ciphering matches

becams the popular amusement. Each neiinborhnod had ite



BEARD, WILLIAM INTERVIEW 9372

207

ochampions whom it nas ready %o match against newcometg;
achqplméeters woers tried out ir this way and as more ;
and more gkill was shown im additior amnd éimﬁlq oroi-lems
they gave way t;)probléms in ;quare and cube roots
. The S;uging School was a place where all the younr,, 5;0—
ple got together. A lot of these young folke had I&ttle
irterest in singing and ooﬁld not carry a tune hut =tten-
e84 Singing School to have some place éo g0, Reéding o
matter was very scarce and everything readable was oz: |
changed from one reighbor to th; other. Almanacs a@@
patent mndicin; pamphlctsi each with a loop of string .
fastened in ome corner, were issued at the stores.

In the prairie days, court days.played a large part
. OR thc.calondar at the county-seat at El Remo. Peopls
came in from miles around to see the show and hear the
law§ers plead their cases. It was imdeed a great trest
for all except thoss who had to pay the fiddler. After
a case had been mettled in court it was galkod over
" around the stoves of $he sountry stores, hotels amrd

rural school-houses,

Court days brought trade to the merchants and news
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to the local paper. There were many quarrels over /

boundéry lines and disputes over the ownership of lamd
or chattels.

Pooéle looked forward to the coming of a man who
would trav@l through the coumtry repalring clocks and
watches. Sincs there was not business oﬂougﬁ in the
small towns to support a jeweler, these men traveled
thfough the count;y picking up the buaineaé; Often a
clock would be out of runnimg order for we-ka bscause
ther; was Ro ome to repair it. The lightning rod agents
were theuggst detested of a%l. ‘People had only mere shacks
for homes and ﬁbay thought it a disgrace to even thimk of
putting lightning' rods on them, |

The fruit tree peldler gave the homesteader a great
‘doal of trouble; these Qgenta carried beautiful plctures
of apples, plums, cgorries and other fruits. Tﬁo settlers,
- longing for trees amd fruit like that {m their old home
states, were tempted to buy more than they could afford.

The agent's commission was high and the trees frequently

were a long time on the road end im »oor condition whem

o
*

L1d
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the farmer received them.) Washing machine, sewing
‘machine and windmill ageats wofe among ﬁho‘other call-
ers in the rural districts.
Psople were always frienély and neighbd;ly; 4 man “

k4

could ride across the pruiries for davs hunting stray
" cattle or horses and never bs asked to pay for his
board and lodzing or his horse's fesd. When the man

offered to pay, the reply was *thats all richt, Stranger,
&

just you do the same for me #hen {'m in your paft of the

country."



