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Journalist , J. P. Carselowey,
' A a r i l ?0, 1938.

Interriew with v >•
Felix Barney,
Vinita, Oklahoma.

OLD INDI'N DAYS IN CHEROKEE NATION.

My name i s Felix Barney. I l i v e on South Miller

Street in the/*3?i'iy"tt»£Vinita. I was born on a farm near

' 4
Prairie City^ Cherokeel'Nation, Indian Territory.

My father'a name was Charles Barney, a white man.

My mother was Catherine (Ward) 3arney, a Cherokee. Her

father was Bryant ft'ard, an old s e t t l e r who died in 1874.

My mother came with her parents from Georgia, with

the old s e t t l e r Cherokees and they se t t l ed on a f^rm

near Prairie City, eas t of the present town of Eairland

where I was born on June 27, U874. After my father 's

death my mother moved to a place near Bryant's Chapel

in Ma ye 8 County.

rthen I wa» a young man we rasde frequent triDB to-

Chelsea, a new town established in the e - r ly '80'a when

the Frisco Railroad f i r s t passed through the Territory.

There was only one house between Chelsea and Coo-way-yrfc,
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later called Pryor Creek, lhat was Blue Rider's place.

He had a cattle ranch on, Pryor Creek, end resided on

old place until long after statehood when he died.

Hi a 80118 s t i l l live in the vicinity of the old piece, I

saw thousands of prairie chickens and many deer while

i
tasking these trips. <

I remember we usedto be l l our horses and cows and

turn them out on the rrnge and the prair ie chickens

would make so much noise , shcrtly after daylight, that we

had to get up before day to get our horses, or we could

not hear the b e l l for the prairie chickens. Bryant's

Chapel was in Saline d i s t r i c t and there were many pigeon

roost8 on Fourteen Mile Creek. 'Ahite men would go t h e n

and k i l l pigeons with clubs.

INDIAN BALL GAMES.

There was a large settlement of f u l l blood Cherokee

Indians who l ived in Saline d i s t r i c t , and they had a

National bal l game they played that was very d i f ferent

from the grme we know as base b a l l . The ba l l was caught

in a %s*p?« whittled in to the end of a long s t ick and msa

thrown * i th the same s t i c k . The ba l l was not allowed to
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touch the ground, and I f missed with the oup stick did

not count anything. The ball was thrown or carried

between two high pole©, called FOB Is , much the same as

our national football goals. "

THE CORN STALK SHOOT.

The Cherokees had another game they called the

Com Stalk shoot. Green corn etplks were cut and placed

upright in a pi le , much the seme ae a fchoek of corn.

Then the Indians would get back for some distance and

shoot into the corn stplks with bows and arrows*. The

man who could run his arrow torough the most corn stalks

was the winner of the game. The Indiana spent much time

in making fljie bows and arrows to enter into these games.
1 • a n d

The bows were made of cedaj/bois d ' erc .

SHAffNEE FOOTBALL

Over around Chejsea. in the Jftiite Oak h i l l s tbfcre

was a large settlement of f u l l blood Shawnees. Thry

played a game they cal led Shawnee foo tba l l . The men

played against the women, using a football , , witb goals

s imilar to the white footbal l g o a l s . The women were

allowed to throw the b a l l , but the aen had to kick the

\;
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ball , and they had to hustle i f they beat the women.

8oae of those full blood g ir l s could knock a squirrel out
* • '' *i •

of the b l u e s t tree in the timber with ft rook, they were

so eeuurete with their throwing. „ ' ' _ , , '

In .the country school a l l the larger girls played

town bell right a long with the bo ye and could throw a-

ball and strike on an even footing with the boya. Two

captains would choose up before tUe game and select the

players for the two sides' and Z have seen the large g ir ls

chosen many tines before the boys would be choaen.

ROGEKJ..

My Bother stored to Bushyhead. In Rogers County/ •

when the Frisco Railrosd went through there, lhat was

about 1910, but we did not stay there long as there was

quite a l i t t l e s t ir at Chelsea, about six miles farther

up the l ine where a new town had been established and

for a while i t looked as i f Chelsea was going to make a

bigger town than Visits , even though Vinita had two

railroads. •

Sone of the f irs t merchant* In Chelsea were Henry

Armstrong, a Delaware Indian who stored a store from
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- .Coodys Bluff down there, then Pete Cough put in a ator© *

and Fate Byrd opened e drug store. A nan named Adams

w*a the f irst postmaster. There wee* no school there
i

when the town was established and no peace officers..

' The f i r s t church services held In the town were held in

the 'Frisco dejiot welting room. I recall that I teard

shooting on tha outside while services were being held.

The sheriff of Cooweescoowee District wfia the only

Poace Officer in the distr ict end he lived at his country

none somewhere in the d is tr ic t . I think Tees Cochran

was the sheriff when we lived at Chelsea, then came

Sd Sanders end ftee,l Hard. They were a l l good offipers

but had their hands fal l as there was no way of covering

tlse ^territory except by horse or buggy, and the criminal

was usually gone before the sheriff got there but the

officers had a way of petting them, and i f they stopped

in the distr ict they were usually waylaid and

caught or ki l led . I remenber when Jess Cochran was

sheriff, he received word from Bi l l Howell, who lived
»

at Oseuaa up near the Seneca Nation where I was born,

that'a bunch-of his cattle had been stolen and werv

* L
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being driren in the direction of Coffeyrille, Kansas.
# -

Cochren, who l ived near Chelsea, with a posse o f '

deput ies , se t out t o head them of f and overtook than

camped on the Verdigris south o f Coffeyvi l le in the.,

Cherokee Nation and a f ight ensued, i n which Jim Barker,

well-known outlaw \e.a k i l l e d .

CHELSEA INCORPORATED.

A few years a f t er the town o f Chelsea was establ i shed,

in 1982 thV'towi was -incorporated. I do not remember the

date, but V. H. flourney was the f i r s t mayor and Harrison

Williams was the: f i r s t c i t y marshal.

Ike town continued to. grow and for awhile Chelsea,

looked l i k e a boom town. I t looked ao g*>od that Charley

Poole , who had been an ear ly day clerk in the *'. C. Pattern

stdre a t Vini ta ; quit h i s job and came to Chelsea and

opened up a good s ized dry goods s tore . Many years l a t e r

when Tinita walked o f f end l e f t Chelsea in the small

town c l a s s some of Pool ' s fr iends asked him why he ever

l e f t a good town to oome t o a email p l a c e ' l i k e Chelsea.

He sa id , "I Ju«t decided that I had rather be a b ig dog
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in a l i t t l e town than a l i t t l e dog in a big town*"

Anyway Charley Poole stayed right in Chelsea in the

Mercantile business, until he was an old man end was

s t i l l in business there when he died and was rated aa

quite a wealthy man.

1 learned the stone cutting and engraving buniness

when a young man and when Chelsea started off with such

a boom I opened the f i rs t Marble shop there and supplied

monuments in that vicinity for rasay years. The dust

finally got the befit of me and I had to.quit and try

something else.
r

3EC0ME A TRAViLING MAN.

I wrote to the Vermont Marble forks where I had been

buying my marble for many years and tolrt than my trouble

.and they gave me a job as traveling salesman. I worked

for them nine years and did well. When I f i r s t ' s tar ted

freight ra tes were low enough to allow shipments that

Par away and this company had -the f inest marble *thot was
V K

ever used hers and i t was easily sold but after nine

years of salesmanship for them, the freight rates got so

high that I t was impossible to pay the high rate and the



BARNEY, FELIX. INTEKVTKW. . 136515

.8- •

company discontinued their service to this part of the

country. .

EARLY. DAY BUS 8EPVICB.

The traveling man was greatly "hopped up" when

bus service was opened up in this part of the country. V

I well remember the f irst bus line between Vinita and

Muskogee. I got on the thing one day and.started to

Jiuakogee where I had a good customer. Itoe bus got stuck

In the mud on an a l l dirt road,and the passengers a l l

got out to push the thing out and I got so muddy that

I looked l ike s tramp but I f inally reached my destina-

tion and was rewarded by se l l ing the Muakogee concern

a car load of marble, which cost th$s $4,000*00.

EARLY DAY POLICE SERVICE.

After making this good! sale I walked on up town

with spiri ts high but s t i l l looking l ike e muddy hog, a

hobo or whatsoever name .you might find for me. Xtoe

f irs t policeman I passed nabbed-me and dragged me down

to the police s ta t ion . I thought e t f i r s t i t was a

joke, but the move I tried to convince the police that

I was a traveling man, v&o had been trying to push a
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bus out of e raid, hole, the harder they laughed. Tbey

said tho t was e now one, that had never been pulled

before. They sf.id every hobo that <jarae along had some

excuse, but they never heard of one rtding a bus before.

I f ina l ly thought of my customer, whom'I had Just

sold and called 'him up end he came down and told them

- whtP'T^was and they turned me loose . The off icers

apologized but I never did get over i t and I s t i l l think

they were a bunch, of fel lows who were nabbing every poor

fellow *bo carae to town end assess ing a fine on him,

CHELSEA HAS A FAIR.

Toe c i ty of Chelsea organized a fa i r associat ion in°

.the. early *>0's sad bu i l t a f a i r ground, and for several

years they had a regular old time early day *fcir. Ihe

race horse men a l l oame each year on a regular o iroui t

end t t ey had as fine races ther* a s J e v e r «** Q ny

place in larger c i t i e s . Ben Hester was the announcer

and starter of the races and became so well known that

he was elected as County Superintendent several terms.
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MOVED TO

In 1910 I married Minnie Arwood, a Cherokee g i r l

who l ired a t Chelsea, and we are t h e parents of one '

obi Id, J e s s i e , who died a t the age of seven years;

we burled her in the Bairview Cemetery a t Vini ta . We moved

to Vinita from Chelsee in 1912 and I opened up another

Marble shop which I sold a few years l a t e r to a man of

the naras of Mil ler who 8 t i i l owns i t . I then went in to
»*

the grocery business and am s t i l l in. tills bus iness .

••*?•• * "


