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~ Journelist, J. R. Carselowey,
-7 hpril 20, 1938. -
Interview with \ ‘
Felix Barney,
Vinite, Oklahome.

-

e

OLD INDI'N DAYS IN CHEROKEF NATION.

My neme i§ Felix Barmey. I live on South Miller
Street in phgﬁ?@%?%d%%vfnita. I was born.on & farm nesr
Prairie City) Cherokme Nation, Indian Terri tory.

My father's name was Charles Barney, a white man.
My mo;her was Catherine (Ward) 3arney, a Cherokee. Her
fether‘was Bryant #ard, an oid/settler who died in 1874.

My mother ceme with her parents from Georgie, with
the 0ld settler Cherokeés and ézey settled on 8 f~mm
near Pratrie City, east of the present town of Tairland
;whero 1 was born'on June 27,‘182§f After my father's
.death my mother moved to a8 place near Bryant's’Chapél
in Mayes County. | |

#hen I was 2 young men we mede frequent trios to-
Chelsea, a new'town established in the e~rly '80's when

. the Frisco Railroad first pessed through the Territary.

There was only one house betwecen Chelses and Coo-way-yrk,

'
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later called Pryor Creek. That wes Blue Rider's place.

.

He hed a cattle renah on Pryor Creek, end resided on
o

the 0ld place ﬁntilfloﬁg after statehood when he died.
His sons still live in the vielnity of the old plece, I
saw thousands of p#airie chickens and many deer while
makiﬁé these trips. f

I remember we usejto bell our h?rses end cows end
turn toem out on the renge and the preirie chickens
would make so much noise, shar tly after daylight, that we ‘
had to get up before day to get our horses, or we could
not hear the bell for thé,prsirie chickens. Bryant's

Chapel was in Ssline district and there were many pigeon

roosts on Fourteen Mile Creek. White men would go there

-
S

and kill pigeons with clubs.
i
INDIAN BALL GAMES,

There was & large settlement of full blood Cheérokee

AN

Indians who 1ived in Saline district, and they had s .
National b=211 geme they played that was veri different

from”the grme we know as base ball. The ball was caught
\

in a}@g@9 vhittled into the end of a long stick and wsa

thrown with the seme stick. Tas ball was not allowed to

1
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touch the ground, and if missed with the cup stick did
not count anything. The ball was thrown or cerried
between two high’ poles, called roals, much the same as
| m;r national t;m‘tball gbels. -
THE CORN STALK SHOOF. _

The Cherckees had anothe? game they called the
Corn Stalk shoot. Green ::om st~1lks were cut and piaced
upright in e pile, mush the seme ae & shock of com.
Then ‘theﬂ Indians would get back for some diétence end -
shddt into the corn st»lks with bows and arrows. The
man whq éwld run his arrow through the most corn stalks
was the winner of the game . The Indisns spent much time v
in making !ing bows and arroms to enter into these games. |

i . and
The bows were made of ceday bois d'erc.
SHAWNEE FOOTBALL

Over around Chelsea in the ¥hite Osk hills tw'e
was o large aettlefneni‘ 91‘ full blood Shawnees. They
played 2 game they calléd Shewnee rootbail. The men
played against the aanen,tusing 8 footbell, with coals
similar to the white tootbgll goals. The women were

S

allowed to throw the ball, but the men had to kick the

£y
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ball, 'snd they had to hustle if they beat the women.

Some of thoaa ruu blood girla could knbck a squim‘ out

ot the hlghoat troo in the timber wi th & rock, they werc
. .

80 acuureto Iiﬁh thetr throving. T ' —_

In the country school all the larger girla pleyed

* town bell right along.vith the boys end conld throw a-

bell and atrike on an even footing with the boya. Two
captains would choose up ber‘ore* the gaite end select the
p'l'a.yers for the two sides and I have at;'én the large girls
chosen meny ﬁnes béforé the bois -é;um. be chosen.
* ROGERS. . |

My mother moved to Bushybsad, in Rogers Cqmt’y,’_.
when the Frisco Reilroad went through there. That was
sbout 1910, but we did not stey there long as.there was
quite &8 little sﬁr at Chélem; adbout six miles further
up the lino where 8 naw tomn h_ad been establiah;d and
for & while it looked as 1f Chelses wes going to meke a
bigger towmn thn Vinita, even though Vinite m’d two
railroads, -

Some 6f the first merchants in Chelsea u;rp Henry
Arnsirong, Q Dplmro' Indian who moved o store from

\

s

¢



v

 BABNEY, WELIX,  INTERVIEN. \ 13685 . 420
. -& ) :

-~
-~

A}

. Coodys Bluff down there, then Pete Couch put in a;s'»coxﬁ'e s
and Fate Byrd opened\ e drug:store. A men nemed Adems
n;a' the first postmester, Th&o was no school théro | RN
when‘ the town";as eatabliaheﬁ and no peace officers..
. The first church serv"icéa held in the town were held in
the 'Frisco depot waiting room. I recsall that@ I eard
‘ahooting on thy qutsido wi:dle serv: ces were being held.
‘ The sh eriff of 000weaséoowge Distrioct wés the only
Peage Officer .1n the district end he lived at his country
home somewhere im the district. I think Jess Cochren

was. the‘sherif{ when we lived at Chelsea, then came
Ed Sanders snd Neal #ard. ‘They were a1l good officers
but had'tt.ae_ir hands full as there was no way or’:emriﬁé
the Tervitory except by horse or bugyand the oriminal
\ _ was usually gone defoare the sl_ngritf got there b‘ut gtl'xo
\;\:fricera hsd a8 way of gétting them, angd if ’,they stopped'
l\ixg in the &istrict they were usually waylaid and
caﬁ\éﬁgt or killed; ‘I remember when Jess Coch'raix was
. sheriff, he received word fram Bill Howell, who lived

ot Oseuma up neer the Senecs Nation where I was bom,

that & bunch-of his cattle had heen stolen and were

L]
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- being driven in the direction of Coffeyville, Kensas.
Coehren, who 1iv;d'.near Chelsea, with a posse c;r .
deputies,set out to head them off end overtook them
camped on thé Verdigris south of Coffeyville in the
Cherokee Nation and e tight ensued, in which Jim Barker,
well-known outlaw wes killed.

i CHELSES INCORPORATED.

A few years ar*éer the town of 23helsee ﬁga‘eatablished,
in 1882 the"tobh mas incorporated. I do not remenber the
date, but V. H, Flourney was the first meyor qm Harrison
‘ﬂillianp was the: firat oi ty marshal.

~ The town continued to. grow and for awhile Chelsea.
looked 1ike a boom town. It looked so g-od that Charley
‘Poole, who ha& been an early day clerk .1n thé We c. Patton
stare at Vinita ,qutt his Job and came to Chelses and
opehoﬂ up .a g‘bod sizod dry goods stcre. llany years later
when Vinite wallmd off end left Chelses in the small
tomn clau oonxe of' Pool's rrienda asked him 'hy he ever
1eft a good tovm to come to a amsll phoe llha Chelses.

~ He said, "I jnyt 'decided that I hed rather be a dig dog
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' in a li;ttle 1;own than a little dog in & big town."
Anywey Clarley Poole atayed right in Chelses in the
Mercantile Snainess, until he was an 0ld men ¢nd was
atfll in business there when he died and was'rated aa
qulte a wealthy man.

I learned the stone cutting and engraving business
whezi a young man and when Chelsea started off with such
a boom I opened the first L;arble shop there and supplied
monuments in tle t vieinity for meny years. The dust
finelly got the best of me and I had to.quit and try
something else.

' BECOME A TRAV”LING MAN.

.1 wrote to the Vermont rJarble dorks whp re I had been
‘buying my marble for meny yesrs amd told them my troubdle
_and they gave me a job &s treveling salesman. 1 vorked
for them nine years and did well. ¥%hen I first starj;ed
the freight rates were low enoujlh to allow ahipmnés that

\ ! Gl . "” & ‘
ar away and this company had the ¥inest marble “thet was

ever used here and it was easily sold but aftef nine
years of sclesmanship for them, the frelght ratss got s0

high that it was impossible to pay t}:e high rate and the
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compeny discontinued their service to this pert of the

coun try.
EARLY. DAY BUS SERVICRE.

The traveling man was great.ly "hoppeé up" when
bus servioe was opened up in this part of the country.
I well remember the first bus line'between Vinita and

Muskogee. I got on the th‘ing one day and .started to -

Hnekogee where I had a good euatomar. The bus got stuek

- Ea 3 7

in the muad on an all dirt road. and the passengers &ll

got out to push the thing out and I got so muddy thet

I lcoked like & tramp dbut I finally reached my destina

tion a.nd vas rewarded by eelling the Muskogee concemn
a cer loed of marble, whish cost them £4,000.00,
EARLY DAY POLICE ‘SERVICE.

After meking this good: sele I walked on up town’

with spirits high but still ldoking like & muddy hog, &

hobo or whetsoev)er nags ;you mightiﬁnd for we. The
first policemen I pessed nabbed me anc dragged me down
to the police station. I thought et first it was a
joke, but the more I -tried to convince the police that

I was & traveling men, who had been trying to push a

427
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bus out »f & rmd hole, the harder they laughed. They
said thst was 2 now one, that had never been pulled
before. They sr1d every hobo that came’ along had some
excuse, but thes; never heard of/o;xe riding a hus befare;
I finslly thought of my customer, whom' 1 hag Just .
sold and called him up 2nd he came dovn and told them
—— - wio*I was and they turned me loose. The officers
| apologized but I never 4id get over it and I still think °
Jthey were & bunch of; fellows who were nabding every poor:
fellovy: #ho came eto tom snd assessing a fine on him,
) CHELSEA HAS A FAIR.
The .city 6!‘ Chelses orgs‘mizeél a fair association in’
the early '90's and built a fair ground, amd for séverpl
years they had & regular old time early day feir. The ﬂ

race horse men all oame each yesr on & regular circuit

end they had as fine races there as I ever san any

place in larger%,cities. Ben Hester was the announcer
and starter of the reces and became so well known that Rt

he was elected as County Sﬁperintendent several terms.
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MOVED TO VINITA.

In 1910 I married Minnie Arwood, a Cherckee girl
who lived at Chelses, and we are the parents of one °
child, Jessie, who diéd af the age of seven yesrs;
we buried her in the Fairview Cemetery at Vinita. We moved
to Vinita from Chelses in 1912 and I opensd up another
Marble shop qhich I s0ld a few years later to a men of
the neme of Miller who still owns it. I than'gent into

..

the grocery business snd am still in. this business.



