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Ruth E. Moon,
Interv iewer.
September 17, 1977.

[y

Interview wit* Dr. E. 0. Barker.
Guth-ie, Oklahoma.
"Borm July 18, 1854.
Father-John James Barker
Mother-Mary Sybil Mott

4

Dr. Barker cames to Guthrie in June, 1889, think-
ing that the new city w uld be a good place for a
in
young doctor to lpcate. He wac $300,00/ debt, due to

a long speﬁl of sickness he had just recovered from,

and he found that there were already seventy-five

physicians here. Fe wrote his mother in Nebraskes that

if apnyone in a crowd should call "Doctorm", one third
of the audience would enswer. So the new field diad
not look very promising, but he found plenty to do

from the very, start, and now hLe isptﬁe only one of
thoée original doctors lefi. |

Until two years ago he was actively engaged in’
hils profebsion. 4% that time he tried to retire;
but patients come to his home to corsvlt unim, and
ghéy still do. o
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F. B. Lillfe and A. B. Wright had a drug store
on West Noble when Dr. Barker arrived,‘and‘his first
office was next door to it. | P

About a year later this partg;rsgip betwe;n
Lillie and Wright was dissdlveé. Mr. w;i%ht’has a
store at'Chandlé} now, and Lillie moved his store to
the east side of town. Dr. Barker mqred ;;th Lillié,

-

and had his office in the same bu.lding’ with this

% >

drug store at severel locations for a number of years. .,
L)
At .one time he owned & h«lf interest in it. 6 Mr. Lillie

died in 1926, and tie store has since been run by his

s0N.

There were still four towns here whaen Dr. Barker

came. Each had its own ecity officers, but they had

\
N

aéreed on a common school bosrd in oxder to have uni-

\
form schqols.

/ :
Soon after Dr. Barker's arrival, a vacancy oc-

curred on this board, and Le was appointed to f£ill 1t.
e serve¢ as member and qlerk. That board had a real

job. There were no buildings. Thexrbd was no equipment

L
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no money, and no leégl way to raise any, until the

3
legislature could medt and provide ways of doing such
things. But the people of Guthrie wanted good public ’

\
schools, and the board:was determined thet they should

have them. \

Vacant store buildihgs w;re rented in various
parts of town. The location was determined by where
they could be found.

Ten teachers were hired, and furniture ordered.
The board isgued warrants that were accepted for a-
while, but when the furniture arrived, the railrvad
compeny demanded cash for the freight. Joe McNeal,
the baﬁker, was a member of the board, and he agreed -
to adv;nce the severel hundred dollars needed if tpe
other members of the.boa¥d would sign a note for the
~amount. They did, and the furniture was installed
in time to start school that fell. This was the

‘first free public school’in the Territory. The other

towns: had subsh&iptlon schools the first year. L

4
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" After a;bile the warrants wmeresks were not ac-
cepted s0 reavily, 80 an assesament was made on all
the lots in th\ city, with a levy of $1.00 for each
$100480 valuatio\’p. There was no way of makin,; pebple"
pay this. Thoeéxwho planneé on ma#ing Guthrie their

nome paid it. The drifters ignored it, but the Reg-
|

istrar of Deeds a%reed to refuse to tranérer the
tix%e of anfklot 6p which this tax was not paid, and
in thgt w&y they ¢ llect;d a large share of it. The
full record of the fhedtings of éhis first boarh ars on
file with the present cierk of the board of education
in Guthrie.

After a yéar theﬁstatutes of Nebreska were ap-
plied to this territory by an Act of Congrees. Then
a legnl election was held and a member was elected
from each war] mith the \president of the board slect-

ed at large. Dr. Barker\was the president. Refore

time for the mext such el\ection the laws were changed

!
1

S0 he wt.s the only president of & school board chosen
‘ \

in such & way.
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The people of Guthrie did not want their city
government to be polifical, so et & mass meeting
o hundred representative men were chosen %o nom-
inate s tickep, and the people promised to elect the
$icket. This cox ittee of one hundred fiet in a build-
ing on the present site of the Bath Housel They first
ofterad’the mayoralty to Dr. Barker, but Re refused it

because of lack of time. They then offered it. to U. S.

¥

spencer, F. B. Lillie, and A. J. Spengel,in order

named. Mr. Spengel ecoepted, and becane the first

\ ,
}egai mayor of - the city of Guthrie. Néal Higgins
told how'Mr. Spengel, who owned a furniture store,
‘bought & tall silk hat as soon as he wés made:ﬁayo:,
and always wore it as long as he was in office.

.Lr. Barker served &s surgeon for, the company of
suldiers who wererétationed here to keep order ﬁofore ) -
the government wes established, and when Liesutenani
Capron was recruiting the troor of Rough Riders that
went from the westerﬁ half of the territory, Dr. Barker

was the medical examiner appointed by GCovernor Barnes

a
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to decide their fitness. Eight-five went from Guthﬁiem

Dr. Barker also acted as physician for tle inmstes
of the Federal Jail} during the time that Bill Grimes
was Marshal. FEe went to Orlando and stasyed all one
day with an outlaw who had killed an officar, and had
Leen fatally wounded himself. The man died in tie night,
but the boctor has forgotten his nama;

Dr. He L. Smith wes the ‘ost prominent doctor during
thq_first few years. Ohe éay his ason, br. Relph Smith,
Peﬁt for Dr, Barker. The son had just found hié father
in.thp bhay loftlof the barn, where he had suffarad a
" heart dttack after going up to throw do%n hay. He died
in & few minutes after Dr. Barker reached him. That was
in 1898 or 99, and he is rrequen?ly referred to by his "
former patients to this day. There was a Br. Charlie
Smith who was no relaéion to Ii« L. or Ralph, and aiao
8 Dr. Hilia shiéh, no reletion to either, who was the
first woman doetor Dr. Barker had ever known,

4% Tirst anyone could practice medicine in éhe

Territory, for there was no way to make them have @

license. But after the legislature hed met ard made
\ A

v
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lawe govorning such things. a board of examiners was

rormad with Dr. J. A. Overstreat of Kingfisher, who

had been appointed SUperinneLdent of the oard of . .-
‘Health, as chairmman. Dr. Barker was the Secretary,
and thisg bbard issued the first liceases %o practicé
medidine in the Terrivory.
Dr."Joseph Pinquard jerformed the first mejor
su;gioél operation here, agout '92. It was the
amputation of a breast, and the uoﬁan,lives ia Chgndl;r

now. Sonme of the doctors tried to start a hospixal the

Vs

second summer but they received so little sup;ort that ,//

the undertaking was droppod There was a great deal/pf(
s.cknese, iyphoid and malaria; with verious combi9ét10ns

of the two. ' ‘ - -

o In 1902, Jrs..A. L: Blesh and liorace Reed opened a :

;tepporafy hospital on the second floor of a building on
Oklahoma Avenue, and the next year they built the front
half of the hospital building on the wast hill. tnou_[:ajr

&uged as & purs;s' home). They ran it for abaut two

' years, but.it was heavily in debt, so a Lospital Asso- \

///
/

ciation was formed. About six other dottors took stock,
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angl were o p8}" $100, & year tc;;varéa‘ getting it out
of debt. After the firat year only Dre J. L. Melvin
and Dry Barker continued in the Association. Dr.
Barker was Secretary and Treasurer until the hospital
was turned over to the Mothodist Church, sbout 1907,
He then hectme .. member of the stalf, «nd s long us
there was a Nurses' trairing schoolﬁ there, he hed the

Chai{rs of Obstetrics and Anaggthesia,

N
-
a,

He and Dr. I, Fa !lalstezd and Dre. Jeseph Finquard

established the Oklahoma Medicol sournel in &nuary

1893. ”Ai‘ter the fir.t yesr the other two drop ed ou

and Dr. Barker edited the _ourunsl alcne for g number of
vearse In Jammary, 1859, Dr. 44 L. lesh boceme ..880e
ciute Edftor in chargs of r departmert of lsurgery, and
{n Januery, 1901, Dr. John Ransom lexill sxd Dr. Re V .
Smi th weré lso udded "8 Associntess 'ﬁit‘z; t e lasue
of Depceg ar, 1901, (Volume 9, No, 12). Dr. Farker
announced ‘th’a stle ¢f the Journal to Dr. J, R.l rhelan
of Cklahea C;Lty,.‘éditcr of the Oklshoma ledic 1 YNews,
the merged sublicetions to be known £5 the Oklakoms i“‘

Medicel NG‘!B:JOWIQ

223
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The Oklehoma Territorial Medical Associhtion was
. . | |

~

'
|
i

formed at a meeting 1n’0klahomu City, May 9,/1893, with .

Lr. Barker as oue of the crgubizers. There ﬁere twenty=-|

!

|

[
|

ei¢ht Charter aembers uad the first officers were:

Dr. Dglos welker, Oklahoms City, presidentv; Dr. E. O.,

Barker, Guthrie, Vice-president; and Dr. C. D. Arnold,

-

|
El Reno, Sgeretary. |

t

When the associations uf the tuin nerritériesma;ged \
in 1906, Dr. Barker ser;ed as secretary of the new
Oklehoma Territorial ledical Society. After statehood
he wuas secretary and tre;surer of the Oklahomg State :

‘Medical Association for nine ye;rs. k

In 1909, th; state association established an ofgan
of its own, called the Journal of tie Oklahomg-State.
M~dical Association. Dr. Barker ménaged the organiza-

. tion of the new jublication and ren it for the first

yeer.

~

Juring the Renfro and Barnes Administfétions

Dr. Barke

saerved «s surgeor %o the Oklahoma Nat.onal

with the ank of Oaptain. .

rter Baber of the Guthrie



Barker, Pre. BE. O, mtswie'no 8554
- 10 -

First Methodist Church, still here. During the first
years he sung in the~Choir, and served severali years
as a trustee. lle was a memberlof vhe vboard of trustees
whon the present Luildiug‘was constructed. .

" Dr. Barker served for a number of years on the
board of U. S. pension sxum.ners, until he retired
because of.age. '

Juring the WOfld war he gua a8 member~of the Auxe
iliary, board of medicsl exAminefs; which passed on
éaeee on which the regular board éisag:eed.

lie hes filled both the posts of County Leelth
officer and city physicien at sume time during his
lorg resiﬁenca in Guthrie.. |

last winter the logan County Med ical Association
voted hia gn honorary membership in recognition of his
distinguished service.

‘Dr. Barker was married to Miss Calla Lorland in
Guthrie in 1898, and thay b§ught their gome on east
S, ringer Avenus in 1898, where they have lived ever

S_inceo . . A
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"About the time they were married the young couple
had been buggy ridiég one gunday evening anu tlen were
attending a tent meeting, when suddenly a whistle blew
Loud and long. & deputy marshal who was in the audience
mede a sudden exit.drThey later %earned than the famous
outlaw, Bill Dodlin had escaped from the federsl jaild
Hle stopped a buggy-riding couple ana took their rig
from them, and ‘the Barkers felt glaa that thsy had re-
turned safely from tneir rid; beéore .o jail break.

During the first wonths in Guthrie tach of the
four townsites had its provisional government elec;ing
& mayor, city council, registzar of deeds, ci%y clerk
and treasurer. Folice were appointéd.

Controversies over ownership of lots were heard

before toards of arbitration, the mayor of esch town-

' These boaras haé no real suthority, but their decisions

were ususily resjegcted and the certificetes wiach they
iss. ed later accepted as proof of ownership, -

fhe tost interestins story Dr. Barker recalled in



HARKER, DR. E. ©. INTERVIE. 8554
) I P

this connection was alout an elderly couple who ran

a restaurant down the hill about
/e biock west of where the ¢ity hall is now loocated.

Their buii@ing ha. & tent top, and .as cheaply con-

. structed, but they wére trying to make a iiving in
it.v On the back of vhe 1ot cam ed a murn who was
sontesting them. The Board of Arbitration decided in
favor of tiis maﬂ, and éftar the couple had s?rved
supper one evening, the poliée oéﬁe anu set all their
things out in the street, and ended by knocking the
building apart and piling it with the goods. 1
y?:ondhgathéred, in fact, the'street was full of jeople

, }brvd°hatf block_agph may, but the tlue uniforms of
'aoldiers were much in evidence and éverything was quiet.
But a8 soon as i{ was dark, several wagons fuli of lumber
rolled up, and unloaded, u bunch of carpenters arrived,

“and a€ it was & moonlisht Aigng they made gooﬁ  YOGTes! »
when daylight came the building was finished, and the
old peo;le served bLreukfest irn thgir new restoarent,

It was a strong, well-bdbuilt houge with a shingle roof,

These peoyle then appealed their cuée, end wefted until

4
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-there were legal courts to try such cases iu, znd then

they won out.

Dr. Barker did not say ab, but he }robably helped
Fingle that lLouse by moonliggt, for he had been a
c%rponber and babinét-maker bafore he went to North -
wastern Medic:l College at St. Joseph, Miasouri. He
%3% learned the trade in his grandfather?s shop in
Indiana, beginniﬁg when he.was fifteen. Dr. Barker's

-

ragher, who had taught school,; ren a saw-mill, and

{

farmed., He had also the ability to do anything with
|
toola.. Ha died when the boy was fourteen. The future

doctor worked as a carpenter.in Indism and lster in

Nebréska until he decided to become & physician. 1In

raﬂt, he"read medicine® for several wonths in the evenings

| ) -
af?er wvorking ten hours & day; as carpenter, tefore enter-

/ .
ing the Medicul College, in 1s8l.
|

ho@rs maxing beautiful and usefu. articles for his home

oriaa gifts for friends. -
t . )

; " later wood-work Yecams h.s hobby, and he still épends

),
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