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Field Worker's name John P, Daugherty -
This report made on (date) November 27, 1937 ) 193
.1. Name Je Mo Camp,
2. Post O0ftice Address Davis, Oklahoma
15} e , - -
3. Residence address (or location)
4. DATE OF BIETH: lonth Yebruary " Dpay 0 year 1887
\\
Se Place of birth "\ Hunt ounty, Texas
\i .
6. Neme of Father Jil Camp \ Placec of birth Georgla )
* Other information ar it father Farmer
7 Vamu oi Mother Fannie Ca:\‘ T Placec of birth Mississipni -
Other inTormati 1on dmut n\a hg:
\ \ \

otgsT‘ ?i compl te nar‘rc.tlve bv\
story| o the ; \ z{ fvr to Iu&!’.\l“xl f‘or su;' uwed sub 1ects

and st ions., ceto -if ncccs§ 'y ard g,i;feaf'h flrmLy to
this ‘zjm. Nur\fbcr of shc @\tys ujt aclh ‘ '

\\ /
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John F. Daugherty,' »
Investigator, . oA
November 27, 1937, , R

An- Intel‘VieW Wlth uI‘. J\o Mo Camp,
: Davis, Oklahona.
\

. :
My prTents were Jim Uamp, born in Georgia and Fannie

Calver Gamp,\born iﬂ Mississiﬁpi. Féther was a farmer "nd
hunter. He killed meny deer and turkeys., iHe sold the e
son halves for 33.00 & pair to the officers at Eorﬁ buckle,

and dressed turkeys-for from 75 cents‘té &1.06 ch. There were

/

eight children in our family. T was b?fg/fn Hunt county,'Texav,

, 1in a tar—poy nag@q. ‘his

/
‘

zon had no thimbleo nor skeen

-

sub ran on/wooden ax

Tather ;f

s it D

;which‘were greased‘with tar which

L
4

of pire trees. his wagon leozned and grodned

ed.7iénf.*“ﬁne c¢ould. heur us appr%achinh for miles,
njieels wg?e fastened ont%O the a#le witg a lihchéiﬁ to M
take &} the!;léck. #e settled on Zack éardﬁer's plaéelon
/ ' : !
} tpé ﬂéshiyg giver at Rock rord, northwest o& the 1resent sité

: ' . [
/of Davis. There were about twenty-five acres in- this farm,
_ N . [ -
¢ . A . . l
and wns considered a larygk farm. Fatuer raisedr corn and some -

0

|
[
. )

wheet. - L
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There were only three griéﬁ'mil&s ihe this part ofﬁiﬂe

country.

.

on the 7Jashita river nenr oid

LS
\

now all run by Wéter.

/

’ I"B:t
ing it with /a pole. Latef, fue ho
[ ,‘,/

- 7
nl.ce of the pole pip;/

b
"

mill to nave'their/wﬁep. ground
. //

o /
neighbo#é Know\ of th7ir plans and
) : o

{7 /.
/TheAmll
'/

upa week to £0 VO mill if

\
-~ time. The flour was pu* in Ywo ©

make tgg trip.

Fhen the people returned, théy dbrought back

£

One day 'as/ Fat

|/

seconds end bren.
/
ng bet

at Zherokee Town a man,1i

) 5§nnewood and Davis, stoppeyl him

“ . N

One was Byrd's Mill nesr Stonew,

:e'
~ 7 %

Fd
11, another Harris'

ill
»

These mills

ck gardner's

ed rru?/éh chaff* by beat-

rsepowér t;ié;her took the
/o - -

/0 / 17
n‘égﬁamilxigot eady to go to
L /

thej usﬁ 1ly -let their

: , \
three/or|four wagons would
s ground’ so slowly that it wauld take

three Or fgl} wabon went at the same

//h@l searless meal sacks.
'*}0ur; shoris,
heg was returning frop @ 11
ween éhg 5r%sént sites o

3

und asked if he would selll

- ————————
— e —
»
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a saek of fibur- Fatper replied that he wo.uld, end the
man paid him $15.00 for the two bushel sack which ordin-
arily sold for 525.00 a sack. That was the reason in the - p
early days that biécuits“for breakfast were rare except
on Sunday mornings. -

He lived in a log hut with = stick and dirs chimne
and got our drinking water from a spring. ' Je ot our |
supplies at Denison, Texag,twice a yeér. Father would kill
and d#esé a wégop.load of wild hogs each fall, tgke them to
X Denisoﬂ and peddle them for 27 cents per pound.

I remember one of the Comanche raids. 4 runner came .

¢ )

ahead of the Comanches warnin§~theisettlers of their coming-

_—

so they zould hide their horses if possible. Fether put his
fiveé, horses in an old log house. He lay at one~door with a
Jinchester and a negro hired hand lay at the other door.

“hey didn't ;et rather's horses buﬁ'ﬁhey did Qet the rest of

1

the horses in our settlement. My uncle had one 0ld mule left
wiich J+mped into a field and thus escaped. 4 posse came by,

trailing ‘the indians, two days later., Father loaned his

N

B}

horses to four neighbors and went with the posssp. ‘They captured.

-

-
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the Indians and the stolen horses in the Wichita Mountains.,

3

as the Indians and‘'stolen horses went up a ravine they were

geen by the posse from
before they realiied an

to dismount, =nd the po

a distant revine,

ybody was' near., I

sse took all the

“

"the lndians afoot :rnd 12t their own hofses at rort’Sill,

/

hd were surrounded

1orses. ‘rhey left

They delivered each man's horses to him as they went glong.

1e "indians were made

They

told'the soldiers, wliere the IndiénsAvere,and a’‘company went -

after them. ]
< !
here were many wi

our home wanted a wild

wac an expert shooter ¢

wiuld “crease"(shoot th

zhicl: would fall as if
¢, -

.tH the* horse and jut’ a

2
*

When e t'irst move

. Uort arbuckle. the ¢

I had a dri

. liwber,

eray LI oL

1d h;rsqs
horse he
5 hels
rouzsh ghe ton

Lo

rog

>

e

fould come after Father who -

s the neck) the horse.
{re dead. ‘he Indian would rush

on nim before e could get up.

nere the soldiers cre stutianed at

nissary mas built >

kS

»

e

&

a¥,andé¢ pecan

N

tue middles so tihat wagons

’

re and when an indian near

atcl. the horse he wanted, Fatier
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the soldiers were moved to ¥ort $ill , Fopt 4 %CLKIe wgé

r

sold at aaction to the highest/bidder. Tom Grant bought

P
‘

it for $50.,00 because no ong else would bid on it.

]

There were no schaglﬁ/nere vhen T hecams ,1d enough
to attend, I only attended about five munths, and tint
had -
school was =&t our house. It was taught by an unéducated

0ld lady whom we culled Aunt Jane. She didn'™ knos the . :

19

letters 'of the alohabet . und so I didn't leurn the letters.
after tuat T began riding the range after cq tle and my

chooling came to an end, - ’ - RS
. :

R RS . P © \
T We got our mail at old liill Creek when Father went to

vie mill about ev-ry two or three montus. It came on the .

-

stagé°fromf3agdo;‘ Finally Noah- Loel beg 'n carrying the mail

from Fort: Smith to Gainesville: \He rode & mule, He hed

three mules; one remainéd at Geinesville, one at Fort Smith

léh

[y
3

and the third one he rode, changing mules at the end of his
ryute, leaving the one he rode and taxin.: the rerted sne ‘for

his return trip. fe-was only fourteen yegrs old when he be-

I

=80- going on this routs, He rode from Fort Smith to Fort . "

. 3 ' .
Gibsou, then to Okmulgee which was the capital of tie Creek
. -

[
=
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/

Nation. This was the last post office on his route until
{ : .

N

'Enesvilleb\Texas.

L . \
The mail was delivered to ranches, and sjall stores along

_he reeched.his destinaﬁeon which was

£he way. There the people of the settledent for uwiles
‘around secured their mail ab*ut“eQery teo\weeks*for it
took- Noah six days to make the trip each way. Instead of
being addressed to & post office the mail was addressed to

b3
, the addressee, in care of the store, south of the Arbuckle

- v i

' . g
Lountains or in éare of some rench., High water didn't stop

»

‘Fosh¥ There were no bridges across the rivers and cr-eks
Y .

. and ho roasds Lo follow. ‘He had only a treil to suide 1iim

and when he came to a river or creek which was too deep to-

ride through, he would put the saddle bags in which the mail

-

was carried 'unon his saddle, remove his clothes and taking

the tail of the old rule in his hands they would swim the . -
s¥ift waters. together, ‘

' One day when he réached Hell Roaring Creek, northwest of .
Ay - Qﬂ‘ . ' . H ‘
Arbuckle Mountains it was on a ramnage. =as usual Noah ot

~ .

off lis hors% guﬁ his cloqpes end the m2il-in the saddle and

K [
¢
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swam across. It was almost feeding time and there was
/

a log house about two miles fror the creek where he always

4 ‘
fed his mule an%d ate his dinner. Jhen he: tried to stop

Pl

the mule s:ijét he zould et his clotnes the mule refuséed

tofstop, b went plodding- aloug toward the house. divery

4

time Noah gzot near enough, as he thought, to reach the much

’

desired clothing, the mule would trot up a litile tnd leave

Nouh 7ithout his clothes #nd so this rece continued until’
< . .
R4 14
the mule reaclhied the house vhere he was to be teds TIhe mule N

il

w=lked up to his stall znd stopped. Then Noah ot nhis clothes.

e of 3obert Jones'camé to Pauls Valley from

“« .

A lad of the nan

t30ts, le net ‘e Bunch of soldiers at

their way to Fort Sill, Travelling alone in

s [PUVTUIOUII—

Arkens=e during th
>addo, who were

those days w& very lonely, 2s it would be a day's journey from

.
L] .

PO - ‘ . ,
‘ng house vo the next, and there were very few travellers to
’r- ’ ’ .

S
<

be met. Robert was glad of the o-mortunity to.accormény the

-

.Soldiers on their westward Journey. ' They camped on' Sandy

-Cmeek, southwest >f the »resent site »f Sulphur one nicht, and

{ - *
the soldiers all died of the.cholera that night, leaving only

.

.
f
* 1 - .
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the teamster, rnobert and two others. +hey asked.the lielp
of Indians in’ the surrounding settlement and they dug &
large square hole :and buried the soldiers before departing

”»

*the next day. I was living in the Jreek Ivation in 1900 when
an egidemic’of smal;pox occurred. The Government éent joldiers’ .
to care for the sick and Qying., Ph;y.buried the dead whefe
Qhey died, and burnfd the houses and all the belongings to
avoid carrying tﬁé germs fartper.~'1 married Lizzie Colbert

December 25, 1886, at Ardmore. I have lived neur Davis all
£

.my life.

- s -

1



