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" BYNUM, DORA INTERVIEW, 13832

Field Worker's nauc _ Wylie Thoraten

This report made on (date) ’ May 2 ‘ 193 8

¥

i. Name ___ Dora Bynum . '
2. Post O7tice Address __ ahlequah, Oklahoma -

3, Residence address (or location) -

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ February Day 2  Year 1848

¢
5, Place of birth __ gpringlele, Arkemsas

6. Name of Father _JYohn Holaomb ___ Plage of birth _Indiana

_ OtLer information about father
7. Name of Mother Dora Wilbanks . Plazc of birth Indiana
Other information atout mother _

Is

Notes or comple'tg narrative by the {ield worker cdealing with the life and
story of the .erson intcr\rieweq. Refor to Manual for sur:ested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if neccessary and attach firmly to
this form,  Number of shccts attached : " e

-
-
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" BYNUM, DORA INTERVIEW. 13832
¥ylie Thornton '

Investigator.
May 2, 1938

4

Interview. with Dora Bynum .
"hhlpquah, Oklahoma SRR
I ean't hear very good now, but 1 dan see very well,
I haven't been able to get around very well for five or ",
‘aix yoau., I apend every day ai“‘?;ting here in this roeking
qhaﬁ', I have no worries excap§ about’ my ehildren, and
greadchildren.] try te hear from them once a wpek at least
and some of them every day. You cee all of thess Bynums in
' Tahleqush are my ehiidron and grandehildren. Some are |
awful goo§ people, and some not s0 goods It has always beer
in mst of my people to havs somethirg, ‘of course soms are
not a6 Whrifty. _ -
Thess Byuum storas ave owned by my ehildren, end every
one of those clerks in those stores are Byma, or'in—lawa.
Mys. Henry Henson, who is keeping m,ia my daught’:qr,
and this houese we are all living in ;mlongs to my son, Will
" Bynum, #{ll Bynum is uiiding us all a new hame up there
"where he lives, and as aoén as it 1o comp1e£ea,he sonts us

%o mﬁ* up thers,

Ny hushend®s mame was James A, Bynum and he died right

-
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over here near what ia,nov Shady Grove school, nortl; of
Hulbert,in the year of 1922 and {s duried near there.;

X was Dora #iltasks before my msrr{age to Bynum and :
I wag born in Arkansas in the town of Spn‘ngdale. Has-
bend moved his family to this Indien Country in the yeer..
1008, Hs stopped over heré neey Gideon on ma{ekbird Creek.
Ho leased a 40 acre trast of land from an Indian of the
name of Hg@es. Husband cleared up about all of this land
and pu; 1t 1n a good ctate of cultivation,
‘ This was not the first time I ’had been in this Indien
country either, becsuse Husband and I left Arliansas in the
year 1877, and came through this wild country on cur way
to Texas, thinking ws wanted to spend the rest of our my;\T
where there weren't so many rocks amd stumfpa.' Hal Hal Ve
did stay awey from tl;ap twolve years., e were hidden down |
there 200 miles west of Fi. Worth faor all of those twelve
yoars. ]

I}o ‘tinaua oame back to Arkansas in 1889, Then we lefi
Arkansas again in 1902 and settled on Blackdird Creek in the
Cherokss Natien, slmost ' @i rectly due north from Tahleqush,

| \
I tell you mght now things were a lot different then to

~ A
"
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shat thay ars today, Prctt:f nearly every farmer.’.as *

clearing land of uider brush snd timber, preparing the
soil t0 be broken for the first time, I mean the first
time since the world began, I had always wanted %o
sett),_}e”‘tn this country sinee the first time I eve'r saw

" {t on our way through ‘here to Texas in 1877. ;

I remember sc well in thc;u voarly days that a
strong young man, willing to 4o a lot of hard work, and
a good ax-man in the timbar was considered a sure prc;apect
for merriages, as he wa‘sl ﬁomidered a young man sure to win
in the battls of life. Now lo&! :A young man®s strength
and willingness to exert hinaolr is not considered any-

‘thing, but he now must. be well educated, able t2 o the
other fellow, before he gets dome - a different world.

W%e 1ived on Blackbird Oreek for only one orcp
season and we sold m& loéao and moved down here to the
Shady Grove School, Dia;triet where we 1'1\‘rod for ‘two or

thres years. I finally lost Mr. Bynum {n death st that
pléoe. |

I recall when I was just a yaung girl my ta“thcrv used
t0 lcad up & wagon with sundry things he thought he ocould
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bargain off to the Indians, and he and mther and I would
drive dowmn with thia stuff, of course,ws carried our camp-
ing outfit, such as cocking necessities, beds and bedding,
etcs I remember on oxe oceasion we had gone to Ft. Glbson
on an Indian payment and we had our tent all fixed up, and
Daddy was standing by his wagon aslling ‘a1 fferent things
_ when some Indians came stalking into our tent unaolluitéd
or asked, and they began to seareh around and look &t
everything we had, After & blt one of them sat down on
gur bede This bed was a big feather hed and this Indien
diacogarod it was very soft, ani he clled to his fellows,
and seva?al oame tc him, osnd they gave {t a thorc'ash ex=
aminatlon. Then one of them motioned the othezra to get
back from it, and he bagked off plumd out of the teant door
and pretty soon he came through the temt door on full ‘speed
and he rep and twrned e samer-sault on this feather bed,
and the rest of the Indlans gave a loud delfghted whoop
and clapped their hands, Now they did this in our tent,
ri'thogt permission, think of thatt.

Pretty soon they approsched my father to buy this

feather bed, and he plaged @ very big price on the bed,

N
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and bless pattyl they paid him the cash for it. Hag hal’
o ¥
The next dey thess Indians had this feather bed laid out

under a shade tree and they ran and turned somersaulis

over {t all daye That evening we saw one of them plage

" 1% on his wife's back, and she disappeered down a path.
’ I bave been blesssd with nine children.

My father, John Holcomb, mn’ eonsidsred & weaithy
men in his day, he once owned a1l the land where the 11ttls
etty of Springdale, Arknaas, is si tuated, He finally
201d all his lots ami property, and left for the state of
minoi; to buy a large and fertile farm or rather a
section of land lying between and right in the forks of
the Ohio and )uuuaippiﬂm'mraﬁ m; plantation had a
very large and & ‘nll furnished mansion on it

At his denth I inkerited my start in life, or should
ﬁave been my start, but I spent a2 great deal of morey try-
{ng to educete my family, and get. them started, and today
I haven't anything 1;0 s;)eak of , but my chtmien, and my .

Government peasion, bdu$, of coum,éz goys all have plenty,.
I was married to Mr. Jamss Anderson Bynum in Arkenses

was what is Springdale, dbut of course, thers wasa’t any

{
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Springiele in 1864 t!;o year we woro‘ married, ¥o wers coun-
try pecple living ten nfi.les north;aat of Fayetteville, We
were married by a ecuntry parson without any lieense of
any kind, with two wiizesses-ns such thiug as'a 11 gense
in those days in Arkemsas,

I will never farget about Father end Mother going
on a peddling trip over here to the Indian Territory, sell-
ing epples and other junk, snd when they returnsd Mother
carried the money they had received for this stuff in one
of her homespun atockings into the houss and 1laid it dom
in the middle of the front rous and asked me to 1lift it
and I grunted ané groaned qnito a bit, but I eouldn't raise
1% ort_‘o't the floor. Mother was a largs woman and her
.atoeking was lon; and big too;, the reiuon for this heavy
stocking was this: there was no green back money im 1864 E
&n this stoeking wes full of silver.

Xy busbard built ani developed nine different famms
arourd Shady Grove School Distriet, built nine different
houses and today only five are standing.

In 1910 I came to Tahleqah with 2 load of cabbege
to sell to the Indfans, dnd we. drove down Tahlequah streets
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in mud and s0ld our ssbbage 0 the Indians, When prepsring
the cabbage head for sale I very often cut the cutside
léaves off, I would let these leavea fall in the wagon
bed instead of on the aroind, and by the time I had sold |

. t.‘he vhole load I hed a lot of cabbage leaves to be dio-

posed of,and a man of the pame of Littlefield rumilnga o
‘hotel in town had me drive this weste sround to the baek
doar of hi.a_hot.el ax;d'shovel it out to his fatitening hoga‘
that wera penned up a&ﬁa ;ack doors -Now what about a
xan fatbening @ big bunch of hogs &t the back door of the

Thampson Hotel in Tahlequah? -
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