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Field Worker's_ name fylie Thornton

This report made on (date) May 2

X t

2.

Name

Post Office Address Thhlfl<F*aat OKtahoaft

3, Residence address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month February

5. P l^e of birth Arkansas

Day Year 1846

6. Name of Father John Holoonb

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother Dora Wllbaaks

Other information about mother

Pla^c of birth Indiana

Place of birth Indiana

Notes or complete narrative by the i^eld worker dual in;/ with the l i fe and
story of the i.erson interviewed. Rof^r to Manual for su^-'estod subjects
and .questionst Continue on blank sheet:? if necessary and attach firmly to
this form^ Number of sheets attoohod • ' .
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f ty l i* Thornton
Investigator.
Hay 2, 1938

Interview, with Dora Bjynum
Table qu ah, Oklahoma

I can't hear very good now, but I can see very well*

I haven't been able to get around very ve i l fear f ire or

six years* I spend every day s i t t ing here in this rooking

chair, I have no worries except about my children, and

grandchildren.J try to hear from them once a week at least

and some of them every day* You eee a l l of these Bynums in

Tahlequah are ay children and grand children. SODS© are

awful good people, and eome not so good* I t has always been

in most of my people to have something, of course some are ,

not so thrifty*

fhese Byuom storos are owned by my children, end every

one of those clerks in ^those stores are Bynoms, or in-laws*

Mrs* Henry Benson, who i s keeping me, 1B my daughter,

and this house we are a l l l iving in belongs to my son, Will

Bynuto* f i l l Bynum i s baiidiog us a l l a new home up there

where he l i v e s , and as soon as i t i s completed,he wants us

to move up there*

Ity husbandfs mas was Janes A* Bynua and he died right
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over her© neer # i a t I s now Shady Grove schoo l , north of
1 i *

Hulbertjln the yea* of 19S8- and i s buried near there.
* #

X was Dora ailbanks before my marriage to Bynum and

I was born in Arkansas in the town of Springdale. Bos-

band moved his family to this Indian Country in the year.

1902* He stopped over here near Gideon on Blackbird Creek.

Ho leased a 40 acre tract of land' from an Indian of ths

name of Bogies. Husband cleared up about al l of this land

and put i t in a good state of cultivation*

This was not the first time I had been in this Indian

country either, because Hnsband and I left Arkansas in the

year 1877, and cans through this wild country on our way

to Texas, thinking we wanted to spend. t»he rest of our days

vtore there varen't so oa&y rocfcs and stumps* Hal Hal We

did stay away from them twelve years* lid were hidden, down

there 200 mites west of Ft* Worth for a l l of those twelve

years*

We finally came back to Arkansas in 1889, Then we lef t

Arkansas agpin in 1902 aad settled on Blackbird Creek in the
Chsroke* Nation, almost dl reotly due north from

X te l l you right now things were a lot different then to
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what thsy are today* Pretty nearly every farmer J-/as -

c learing land of under brush and. t imber, preparing the

soil to be broken for the first time* I mean the f irst

time slnee the wrld began* I had always wanted to '

settle'In this country since the first tlae I eror saw

i t on our way through here to Texas in 1877*

I remember so well in those early days that a

strong young nan. willing to do a lot of hard work, and

a good ax-man in the timber was considered a sure prospect

for marriage, as he was considered a young man sure to win

in the battle of l ife* Now look! A young man*s strength

and willingness to exert himsslf i s not considered. any-

thing, but he now must,, be well educated, able to do the

other fellow, before he gets done - a different world*

We 11Ted on Blackbird Greek for only one orop

season and we sold our leas* and mored down here to the

Shady Qrove School̂  District where we lired for two or *

three years* ^finally lost llr* Bynum in death at that

plaoe*

I recall when I wets Just a young girl ny father usad

to load up a wagon with sundry things he thought he could
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bargain off to the Indiana, and he and Mo they and I would

drive down with this stuff., of course; ,we carried our camp-

ing outf it , auoh as cooking necessit ies, beds and bedding,

etc* I remember on one occasion we had gone to Ft* Gibson

on an Indian payment and we had our tent a l l fixed up, and

Daddy was standing by his wagon sai l ing different tilings

when some Indians came stalking into our tent unsolicited

or asked, and they began to search around and look at

everything we had* After a bit one of them sat down on

our bed* This bed was a big feather bed and tills Indian

discolored I t was very so f t , and he called to his fellows,

and several came to h is , sad they gave i t a thorough ex=

amination. Then one of them motione'd the others to get

back from i t , and he backed off plumb out of the tent door

and pretty soon he caw through the tent door on f u l l speed

and he rm and turned a «o*er-sault on tbia feather bed,

and the rest of the Indians gave a loud delighted whoop

and clapped their hands* Now they did this in our tent,

without permission, think of thatl

Pretty soon they approached ay father to buy this

. feetiier bed, and he placed a very big prioe on the bed,
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and bless pattyt they paid bis the cash for it* Hal haj

Th« next day these Indians had this feather bed laid oat

under a shade tree and they ran and turned somersaults

orer i t all day* That ensuing we saw one of them place

i t on his wife •a back, and she disappeared down a path*

I bare been blesse* with nine children*

My father* John Holcomb, was. considered a wealthy

nan in his day, he once owned a l l the land where the l i t t l e

city of Springdale, Arkansas, is situated. He finally

sold al l his lots and property, and left for the state of

Illinois to buy a large and fertile f a n or rattier a

section of land lying between and right in the forks of

the Ohio end Mississippi Rlrars. This plantation had a

Tery large and a well furnished mansion on it«

At his death I l&hsrited .s»y start in l i f e , or should

hare been my start, but I spent a great deal of money try-

ing to educate my family, and get them started, and today

I haven't anything to speak of* but my children, and my

Goreraaent pension, but, of course, ny boys al l hare plenty*

I was married to Mr* Jaaes Anderson Bynum in Arkansas

was what i s Springdale, but, of course, there wasn't any
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Springdale in 1864 the year we were married* Ha were conn*

try people 11 ring ten nlles northeast of Isyetteville* We

were Married by a country person without any license of

any kind, with two wHaesses^no such thing as a license

in those days in Arkansas*

X will never forget about Father and Mother going

on a peddling trip over here to the Indian Territory, se l l -

ing apples and other Junk, and when, they returned Mother

carried the money they had received for tills stuff in one

of her hoasespun stockings into the house and l a i d i t down

in the sdddle of the front room and asked ue to l i f t It

and Z grunted and groaned quite a bit , but X couldn't raise

i t off of the floor* Mother was a large woman and her

stocking was long and big too; the reason for this heavy

/stocking was this* there was no green back money in 1864

(jftsd this stocking was full of silrer*

Ky husbaud built and developed nine different faras

around Shady drove School District, built nine different

house* and today only five are standing*

In 1910 X caae to $ahle$tah with & load of cabbage

to sell to the Indians, and we. drove down Tahlequah streets
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in oud and sold our oabbago to the Indians* When preparing

the cabbage head for sale I very often cut the outside

leaves off, I would let these leaves fall In the wagon

bed instead of on the groond, and by the time Z had sold

the whole load I had a lot of cabbage leaves to be dis-

posed of, and a man of the name of IlttLefield running a a

hotel in town had me drive this waste around to the baok

door of his hotel and'shovel it out to his fattening hogs

that were penned up a£-hi« baok door* How what about a

nan fattening a big bunch of hogs at the back door of the

Thompson Hotel in Tahlequah?


