Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



. » { 4
BYERS, CHAL INTLRVIEW

A

INDEX CARDS

Osage Nation

Hominy
Cleveland-1893.

014 Fort-1880 K
Ferry

Ranches
Osage Mission

Beef Rations to Osage_a- ‘

Osage Agent ‘
Traders . - Y
Pawnee Indians
Indian Customs _
" Little Osage Post
Freighters .

4

Bunt ing=-Buffalo P

Ratio : ‘
Agency Famms ;-
. -'Kaw, ndian Custons

3 _,4"“ e



R B La " - N tT - 4 . . Y e aes, T TN L S
M, . 3 . - H

*

o . ,. . - S .
. - o - A _
" BYERS, OHAL  INTERVIEWS = ' B
. By . \?p,ﬁ . Form Am(s-l/Lg) . ?:@ G
! BIOGRAPHY FCRM * ’ e
WORKS FROGRASS ADMINISTRATION
Ind jan-Piponeer Hisa y.Project for Oklahoma
) | ~ ’ ’ {
e - . 7042
Field Worker's -name James 57 Flaid )
-This report made on (datef ° ' August 3. $' 1937 -
1, Name - ' _Chal Biefs"
. 2. Post Office Address Cleveland, Oklahomes L
"3, Residence address {or location)
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month L Day " Year -

' 5, Place of birth

]

-

6. Neme of Father ' Place of birth

Y

‘Other information about fabher

7. Name of Mother \\ : . Place of birth

Other information about mother -

-

‘Notes or complete narrapivo by the-field worker dealing with the life ond
story of the person intcrviewcde Rofer to Manual for sugrested subjects

and questions, Continue on blank shects if neceesary and attach flrmly to
this form, . Number of shcets attached .

° %

.
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*Indians, J. #. Jerden znd his soans Tom, Lee and Jim.
A%

0 . ' . % .
. | Interview with Chal Byers -
SN and Harry Duncan of Cleveland

1

Mr. Byers has been in Oklaﬁoma since 1869. He used

to work at the o leomin¥sPos€%36fore the founding of Cleve-

lend, He was on# of the piohéers, and‘&ougders)of that -

A {
city;'opening‘a store there in 1393,

-~
_He speaks some Indlan dialects and is writing a book
| : [

contaiming much informatbon about early life amons the
Osaves, especially in dklaho =X
One ‘aglf mile southeast of Clevel&nd Was an_old fort

built there by the throkces, about 1380; the same time

)

as the format{pn of the C.3. L. 8, A, e

c

Instrumental in fts construction were some part. .

The fort was built of logs, was sixteen feet square,

and ‘two stories high with gun.holeaﬂ%n a sort of cupoia

-

above the roof, snd in the center of the mein building.

The' roof wss pitcned und very steep.. Lhere was rnever much

. . ’ T .
occasion to use this fort. s )

-

Aboux three miles southeast of ulevelaod on the

Arkansas niver t; .ere wes an old ferry, 'in on-ration about
‘1390, and pperated by Jeorge vickers, a brother-in-law

' i LVS

of Bill Doolin,‘yhe outlaw.
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~. tnis waé northeast of Cleveland near the ﬁfc;qnt vehicle
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Latér in 1896 or 9% the Dunlwp Ferry was built. -~

Ll

--:m. , . . : ) ‘ 4

bridge across the srkansas. & man named John Morpiis «

o:perated this for a whila. v

Anotuer old f&rfj'yas at Leroy, ‘four miles northeast

of Keystons, fhis wus @ meeting point of two mail

carriers on the mail route ¥rom Cleveland to and from

Sapulpay~

Sinnet was also & smell settlement about $ix miles
2

northwest of Leroy. siere there was a store and post office.

’
|

Much of the supplieﬁ for settlers in this vieinity
was freighted from Sapulpa and Stiilwater.

There were small (bage Indian villages all along the
\ ‘,4--.
opposite side of the Ariun.as fnam the present site of .

- o &
Clevel&nd. These weré at intervalscm'every five or six

f{@f hﬂ‘fﬁi @*"ﬁ""{"f‘t . v -

"y s Axe N
miles.’ : j AT @5‘1 . Vi

4 There ﬁere villages at‘Olage, Price, Indianoia'iﬁﬁ*

near- the present vehicle brldge north or Cleveland.

e

Mr.‘Byers suid one of the egrliest trading posts
he'heard of in northeast Oklnaoma wes ia the forks and

at the Junction of the Big nnd Little uaney Creeks ndrth
s

of Bartlesville. T.is wag there about 1839 and was -run ',gﬁ

¢
i
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.hby‘Perry Beit. When Perry}died his wife wepk out near |
1 .Y Lot ’ e
“Ponca City end married an Iadién named White Hair or Long.
, & ‘ .
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Two of the best known renches near here werefthe

. 1
[l f'.
ed t ,

. Three- D Ranch and the Bar X Bar. The Bar X Bar or =X=
. R
' (arrangement unknown by writer) was two miles south of

the present Cleveland. Among its cowboys were: Red Buck,

“

Newcomb, the Dalton boys, iunn brothers, Ed Strong, end

the Narrow Gauge Kid whose name was something like NeClaim,

-

and’ who still lives at the serme plece between here'.
’and Oilt’on. ] ¥ R ¢ “y

The'Three b Rapcﬁ was in the Osage Hills about

half ﬁé&hbetween Clevelaﬁd’and Skiatéog and-had as its
foremen, Bill. Doolin, before he turned outlaw.

The Dalton boys robbed a resilway station agent

g : ‘ ’ . .

at White Eagle. They lefit the telegrapher, a half breed,
" . . \)’ . N . )

who had just learntd telegraphy, tied but he managed to;

get to the sender s d sent ap S.0.S. It happened that.there

.y

L}

D N

were some troops at a @earby garrison, the Ponca Agency. The

s B
7 * - -

Deltons expected them to’buréue and Yo%t no timeé in getting

back into the Osage Country. They went to'th? Three D

’ - . ‘l i
Rench and requested fresh horses' from Bill Doolin.

« *
»

v
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Joolin refused them-but told of another-— "

mar south of there where they might gét them,
- - They bought the horses from this man and later, "Tulas

- Jack' fol@ Doolin the United States officers were after
' the :
him for telling /MDaltons where to obtuin horses.

Doolin disbelieved‘tgis until he saw seven or eight

United States Larsasls coming to his blace. He fled before

they got him and it is said this was the beginning of the

v X

>

‘ "Out}aw Doolin", Lo . LRI )
The men who gave the horses o the Daltons said they

El

were taken st. the boint of &« gun. ’

Note:I am not quoting anyone,It is rumored and common

-

belief that when D.olin died of tuberculosis hear Lawson,!

1
L

now Quay, that E@ck Thpmas who get the reward was to split
- \ D’Q |

i Al

it with some of Doolin's‘iﬁmediate'relhtives.z They supposed-
ly bad allowed Lim to be set up and shot after he died,

to ﬁﬁke it aprear that he nad died in & fic-ht., ihis was

80 the reward could ﬁe collected.

.



