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BUT: A. TTTF*'TS.Y.

Bil l ie Byrd ' " ,
Inveotigator H^-T'TJ-^EE F.-"!A'"W-TJA

1-34-38. . A u \
xiitervieiv .»ith Suiaiiia ^uokner

A^e 48
Okchia tcr.vn (ta^.va) Hanna, J

I am the great. grar.d-nej-he*1 of the early leader

and spokesman of .?hat ,TA& "he Wrly Jkchia 1 r ioe . He

•v&.3 o&Jled and knoam ^a. IlOr-tul-kee E-^ath-la, He

s&3 ;,he.man tha"' l e i -he Okchia t r ice -o .vhat «as the

ne.v country to oe their hon.e. I have 9esn him, oeen

.?ith him and..have actually hacu'd him te l l of nany

things he had-seen .and of \he many thi%s he had done.

He *,old of the daya ^ack in .he old hoî es etna ho*

daring 3o<ne uprising, a oand or" Indiana had""oeen

scattered ani ha.d separated fro^ /-he ;cd; wi their

fjficeamen and haa oeen forced to flee a.r+± see^ refubd

f-xô  thai.*" ©neiiiiea in • ,hc oa.uooo s^c»...rs of Tennessee.

These ItUi&us callej. «, co-noi- tue^tiu-- /.c aedida .vhat

stey? ;.c take in orbanizing into c t r ice for it .fas

certain they .fXiulj ii3ver reunite .-.i'h the rea . of

their trioes&en. They had no idea •-: ^ust .shore to

start searching for "he l'oat tri-escen LUt t^ey anly

knew they ^culd~ never ^ee ^hem.

. The "hen chosen leader, Hotulkee Emathla, had

his mind on a certain name, that of Ko-ha.-ai-'kee
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people) . Ha au b & ej ted -hia nan*e a t -he

council meeting, aettir . , *ujth that '.hey .vere trying

to organize in the ocunocos and they should

that njuie as i t seeded ap^ro*.riate. Everyone

in fayor of, the nazne Lut i t *aa frju. certain aoti^na

of one man who .vaj very QOlly-natarea tha.t i t Aa.3

decijied that the *.riv)e 0 3 celled n"ia-te Hok-oha" ttna

.fc.8 ac until i t ia kno.vn ho<? 0.3 Okchdi,

Hotulkee Emathla «c*s al.raya a atrcn^ reliever

and uaer in the poriera of the ri l)al medicine. Ke

al»iay3 had soue of the :x ep-red medicine in hia ho^e.

Usually i t .vua liek-ko Ho-ne-cha (,.til<i King, v* certain

kind of hero) and 4-rept**'ecL in u cedt.j oucket of .vater

and i'urther em^o.verea lor i t s remedial ^urposea <>ith

the incantations of '-he t r iba l lueaicino man ^ut he

U8Uti.ily did a i l the .vork for himself. I can. re-

lueiiioer that-he altfaya placed the jedar ^ucket ana, i t s

oonten-s cehind an o^en. door .vhile ribh". "'aoova the

oedar oucket and in the wail .?o.3 d'.ucii an OfVl fecttnar

On© t iâ e -he fact her ho-d oec^ue i-ose from the *all

and had fallen in^o the cuckeL of heroal c
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We heard a sizzling sound ao of something frying oome

* from the direction of the :uok©t and *hen .se investi-

gated, ^e found the feather floating in the heroal

medicine and making :he'aounds that *e hud heard. Ay

grandfather oegan to talk und seeded to^to the feather

, just as i:' i t <fa.s hum^n, "So you've fallen into the-

medicine?11 iVith those *ords, he j-rom^tly took the

feather from the medioine and placed i« oack -n the

wall in i t s proper ^lace.

iany of hia words seemed zo prophesy and although

I .va3 dUiaii then I later realised some of the things

- thc».t he had spoken *ere ooaing true. He had the

haoit of taking and meddling .vith a peace pipe that

he o.vned whenever he oegan to talk to anything.

He saidj "In days to cone you will see -he mak-

, ing of things running ooross the country having the

the appearance of r ios ." This he referred to, the

railroads. "Other things »vill be placed in the air

&nd ce like, the ej-ider's weD. " This" *as the tele-

graph and telephone .yiresi-

One late eveninb just as the sun aaa setting in

the rtest, he asked me if I could see the red streak

and path uade cy the sun in i t s course during the day.
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He moved Ma hand from the east to. the wed t in an ["
' • •» , -ft v

arohed-fashion yet I had to answer him that I

not see rfhat he #as acle to see.

Tul-ott-see A-ohule, another ola Iruian,

very close friend o"f" my x̂*e<vt & a. nd- father. They.

v?ould vis i t vith one another r.na they af en. . h e i r ' •

time in talking of - the things they,t>oth liked or ' ,

kne.v about and joked-..1th -ne another. ThersT *^a

a ^ell-trodden ;.&th tha' led f ,-o.ii ^e-hwue 01 >ne to

the other. Tui-ua-see, 'f or a. prank ta-3ho»Y ojff his

unoanny aoi l i ty to Hotulk"ee; Ef^athla, took,a feather. •

a.nd atuok it in the tjunk of t'/.w dead el a tree «hioh

stood near the f.ath they used in tl.e-ir travels to ^ne

another1-3 horue. ^Ltuttthia sa.v this,.ja i^ had oe.sjn in-

tended he should, -ar.d he very ^roitptly answered %he

challenge oy pushing, the feather further into the ' -

dead, elm until a fe«* ino^38 of i- .<as vidi^le. They

^ere trying to ahoA off '-heir ac i l i ty -^ as- B.

•»ith their knq«ledbe. t '

I nTo-hee-no-kaa-oheen—- tfas a phrc.se al

:he o>eninh Words of a t r ibal oo^ncfll talk by
< •

and leaders of any-trioal meeting.. Ko one

seems to know -<shat those words' ae«un out i t hadf
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been handed do,vn and awoken us the e lder a had a l -

ways used them in *he i ; oounci la . ' T^.e/e. o.£c now

only a i&ft older men .-,h^ uae the /vorda they a r e

«he cnea «ho at i l l follo.v the wla O u d ' ^ of l ay ing ,

hea in the old


