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Investigator, Pete #. Cole,
Jenuary 24, 1938.

Interview with Nosh Burris,
Near Centrshoma, Oklahoma.

The Chickasaw Indiems, cousins to the Choctaw Tribe,
did not move to the Indian Territory 2t the time- the . e v
Choctaws made the treafy knewn as the tresty of Dancing
Rebbit Creek with the United States Government on Sep-
tember 27, 183qg:when they were compelled to giverup ell
of their lands in the stete of Mississipoi. The Chicka-
sews claimed that their originel homes were in the states
of Kentucky, festern Tennessee and Northern Mississippi
but all elaims to their land were surrendered in s treaty
with the United States in 1818 and the signer of the
treaty was Tishomingo, who was their Chief at that time.
‘When the Chiekaséws found thems-lves oppressed they solg//'
all of their land. They had not traded with the G‘ﬁg;;; .
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by the agreement, that Tiahomiﬁgo begen his journey to
the Indian Territory end died on the wey. In 1833 the
Choctaws had arrived in the new country, the Chickesaws |
ceme in 1837, after they had surrendered the rights which
they claimed in these three states end granted these ’
“rights to the United States by Tresty snd paid to the
Choctaws & oeftain amount of money for the right to‘settle
in their country,'to have &8 voice in the tribal govern-‘
mpnt. but they soon begen to~find fault,claiming that
they had no influénce in the tribval affairs because they
were outnumbered by the Choctaws. The Choctrws assigned
to the Chickesaws thesdistrict embracing the western
pert of the Choctaw Nation as far as the ninety-eighth
and promised that it should be called the Chickasaw
Nation,after which they formed their own constitution
and set up their own form of goverument. WNegro slaves
existed among 8ll of the Five Civilized Tribes. )
t few yesrs after the exodus of the Chickssaws and
the Choctaws and before the tide of the ghite emigration

had set in, the most prcminent feeture of their adopted

country wes its profound soliiude, even the drys seeming

more solitery them the nights; nor dia the gobbling of
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fhe wild turkey, the chattering of squirrel, the
chirping of a vird mingling with the tapping of the
woodpecker upon the hollow trees, seem to enliven
the silent and lonely scene in their new country upon
their arrivel. The Chickasaws, at the time thé
among,

missionaries were established smong them as/?HE“
Choc’aws, were living in rude, log houses or huts

vnich were furnished with skins end‘fur; which
were dressed and Tinished by the women .for their
bedding; these wo&en were skilled in the a?ts of
making earthern ware for 2ll domestic purposes. The
greatest care wes bestowed upon their children by
the Chickasaw,as well as by the éﬂﬁbtew’motheru,who
never allowed their children to de placéd upon %heir
fert before the strength of their limbs would safely
permit. Thevchild had free access to the msternal
breast as loég as it desired unless the mother’'s
health forbade its continuance. It has bsen knpmn
that & child eleven yeers of age has been known

to stand on his knee to nurse. Children were never

whipped by the parents but if punishing was necessary
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were sent to the uncle of tte child who only inflicted
a8 sev:re rebuke or imposed upon him or her some 1little
pensce (;r what was more frequent made apmeals to the
child's feelings of honor or shame .
The srt of writing was unknown to the Chickasaws\

pefore the advént of the missionaries emong them; their
history rested alone upon tredition in common witﬁ the
Indien race, handed down through succeeding geﬁerations.
They were addicted to one vice, the viee of gambling.
They would bet on the proper handling and the sk111ful
shuffling of a Chickasaw's ball sticks, the fleetness

of his feet ang his power Qf endurence, while his zhite
‘brother would risk his money on the proper handling and
skillful shuffling of his paper crrds. “@ne ofthe many
traits of these Chickasews wa; their care for end the
brotection of their orphens and it is the tgqtimony of
all personally acquaintéd with the various traits and
Indian characteristics that the£e'1s N0 record nor have
any records ever been found among them or their Cﬁoctaw
cousin of homeless énd ;riendless Qrphan childiren, thrown

out to shift for themselves and left to "root hog or dle."
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The Chickasaws, like the Choctaws, never betrayed any
trust reposed in them. The ancient Chickasaws had
four laws only; ell of which were strictly snd rigidly
enforced throughout the entirs nation. The lavw for
murder,which placed the slay-r wholly and exclusively
in the handa-o; the older g;other of the slain,who
never feiled to execute the law whose ¢laims were thus
entrusted to. his careﬁ} thus kept the standing verdict
which was "An eye for an eye snd a tooth for a tooth,"

der th. If the deceased had no brothsr then one of the

next nearest kin, a mele, became a self sppointed

executioner and no one ever dared to interfere or inter-

rupt in gny manner to ei ther assist or oppose. If the
cop§emned sleyer fled, which was very sed om, his
éldest brother or if he had no brother tﬁen the next
nearest snd oldest relative .in the male line was slein
in his stead. If,after the substitute died in his
place, should he return he was ostraciaei gnd forever
stigmatized as a'coward wherever he went. This was a

punishment more to be dreaded by all. Indians than a

hundred deaths. Women were never slain in plaece of men.

<
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Second, whipping for minor offenses, after which the
culprit was reinstated to favor without any disgrsce
being attached to his neme for his offense or punishment.
Third, the property of deceased paren ts descended tc the
brothérs and sisters of the deceased and not to their
own children. This was to us a strznge, unjust and
inconsistent lew, as I was informed by those as t6ld them
- by Governor C}rus Harris. The Chickasaw ruler was styled
king instecd of ehief and the chief officer was cnlled.
Tishu Miko.

The ancient Chickasaws, unlike_the Choct-ws buried
their dead soon after life hecams extinc%; placing in
the ereve with the corpse, if a man, his clothes, war
and hunting implements, pipe and tobecco, and & few
provisions. If a women or child, the elothes -and other‘
little erticles whiéh the deceasged wmay have prized in
life and ¢ fes provisions. A Chickrsaw waman or »idow
mourned twelve months or moons for her deceased husband
while the other relatives prolonged tﬁéi; mourning to

only thrre months,at the close of which. time & Specisl

Cry was appointed at night, which was kept up until the
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break of day. Afterward the mourners clipped the end
" of the hair and s string was handed‘to them with which
they tied up their hair which hed been permitted to hang
losse over tﬁéir shoulders from the death of their
kindred to the end of tgg tﬁree moong, the appointed
time for mouriaing.

Suicide was sometimes comnitted by the ancient
Chickasaws but very selabmf If one hed to commit suicide
it was inveriadly done - with his own favorite instrument
of death, the "rifle. Some of'the skili;nl doctors or
medicine men were r;garded‘by their people as being not
only wise in the knowledge of the medicinal properties
of various herbs and roots which their boundless foreét?
furnished, but ealso gifted with the power of making it
rein but they did not make es frequent illustrations

. of that nower by sctuel experiment as did some of the

Choc taws.



