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Journalist, Billie Byxd,
December 20, 1837,
Interview with Maxie Bullett,
' Age 58, Ochai tribel
town (tulwa), Hanna,
Oklahome . ;

ADOPTED ENGLISH WORDS.

As ths white people were settling the Indian 3
Torﬂtory umidst the Indiens, they began to take inter-
est in and tried to wivilize those Indiens just us fest
as could be dons. It was the federel people who firast
placed among -the Indiand ag_entg whose duty was to work
among the Isdians end show them the way of the whi
laws, to tsach and divilize tham into white life. The
agents brought missionaries into the Indiex; ocountry
as another way of bringing about the change in Indian
1ife., 5

During all the changes of their lives, the Indians
in talking sbout the different officers r happenings
Jhat took place in thedr midst used the English namss
because they could find no werd in their native langumge

_what they thought would be appropriste to tlsse new

things. In talking even among themsaelves they turned
to the white usage of thw woxrds.
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Fith the advent of different titles, still the
Indiens were using the white words to name the titles
ss with the coming of the Dewes Comzission and so it went
on when the oil leases vm rmade,

They began to ssy "oil lesses” as they also used
the !orécémyalt;y. Adong with this tima the pipe 1lines
were spoken about by the white people und 1t was natural
that the Indians }ngan to use "pipe line” in thedr lan-
guage. :

To suy administyretor was only to say “a;lminil‘a't;ta"

when that came into existence, as they said "shection"

for section when the country was being sectionized.
, That was the way the use of the Englizh words beoams
known to the full bio;xh and although they 41dA’t know
how to talk the English language, those earJ.& Indian
full hloods showed they were able in the using of ths
English language becausc the Indian department was

} "depatment” Ly them also. I£ was probably as far
back/ as 1849 that the mixing of the words was begun,

The Indian Territory Indians would often speuk
of ng trips. to Oklshoma, although they didn't have
* .
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mch business in thot country. They would trevel ¢o the .
westexrnpart &f the country to the éhicknsau country,
then on down south into the country o Texas wihere the' best
whiskey could be bought. On a designeted day they would =/
gather at some place in the best mmor and happy spirits. .’
leing mounted on lively horses, they would show-off their
horsemanship accanpanied by the shooting of guns. They
would leave oariy in the minga, the destination being
Denison, Texas, where .11: was known that the best whiskey
could bs found. It took adbout four days to make the trip
to —i)aniaon and the return trip was never mede at any
cther time but only on early mornings. At this time, too,
t‘;xennxgofthomxvdﬁnsnd;m’a in common use.

at the establishment of the churches, there was an
attanpt to acoomplish i‘ta downfall; but they were strong
for the political mmtc., Guns were used in trying
to upprehsend and stop the church movement. It wds at
preaching time that many of tl;e opposing men came on the
gmmﬂlnnd coused turmoil by picking fights with the
@mm"/ hristians. In 8 very short mriod or—torahS.p
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had seen spiritusl visions mnd they Iuter became ,

leadexrs end coursgeous ministers in the effort to Christiaen-
{20 their peopls. V
<

| ¥o have been told of how theso old trouble-mokers
discarded their guns for the csne of the church deacons
and begun to urge the young pmpI‘aa&to‘ turn from wrong—- i
they knn‘ fron experience what ns"boat. It haa been
told that soms of the outstanding leaders among tho
troutlemkers have bees the best churchman but it was
thought they would nav& be converted from thelr bad
wolks. Their lives were lived for the church atm@thv
wore converted and they died pointing heavenwurds.

Tho alder Indians who wers forced to move from the
sastern homes did suffer hurdships, yet t)&rv 'ia the
quémon’ 1f it was or if 1t was not :est thut ‘they were

" forced to move. Fe have hecd the atorfes of the hard-
ships they encountered, with the loss of lives, but
other mtigns have suffered the loss of livea to eatad-

lish peace.

Nots: MNo chenge is made in the wording of Billie Byrd's
mamnscripts since he axpreeses the intarviews in typical
Indian memner, adding to the wnlue of his work. =d,



